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COMMENTS ON THE COMMITTEE REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED 

LEISURE USE AT SPAUNTON QUARRY 

PLANNING APPLICATION: NYM/2018/0791/FL 
 

 

 

On behal f  of  the Spaunton Estate , we request that this  letter is  emai led to Members 

in advance of the planning committee and read when the appl icat ion is  cons idered by 

Members of the Authority  in the ir determinat ion of the p lanning appl icat ion .  

 

  The recommendat ion to grant planning permiss ion for the proposed leisure use 

is  welcome.   

 

  There are however issues with in the report which are incorrect and which we 

hereby seek to br ing to your attent ion .  

 

  The photograph conta ined within the report is  wrong .  The photograph does 

not show the s ite for the le isure use (except part ly in the far d istance) nor the 

bui ld ing which is  proposed to be retained.   

 

  The bui ld ing to be retained is  a so l id structure which was formerly used as an 

off ice for the mineral operat ions at the s ite and publ ic weighbr idge .  

  Figures 1-5 over leaf  show the bui ld ing in quest ion which is  proposed to be used 

as a recept ion / s ite manager ’s off ice / communal fac i l i ty  ( including the provis ion 

of loos and showers) .  

 

  I t  is  a s ing le storey bui ld ing that is  wel l  screened on the west s ide by ex ist ing 

tree and shrub growth  which provides a natural backdrop when viewed from 

the east .   Demol it ion of the  bui ld ing wi l l  compromise this  screening.  

 

  The bui ld ing a lready has the benef it  of a l l  serv ices : mains electr ic ,  water (mains  

and borehole avai lab le on s ite) and te lephone service .  I t  has a large sept ic tank 

which services th is  bui ld ing and the canteen / staf f  wel fare bu i ld ing opposite 

which would be demolished as part of the f ina l stages of implementing the 

Master Restorat ion P lan for the quarry and in order to implement this  scheme 

/ new use.  
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F i gu re  1 :  The  bu i l d i ng  to  be  r e ta i ned  and  su s ta i nab l y  r eu sed .    

Note  th e  we i gh  b r i dge  and  th e  ra i l i n g s  w i l l  a l l  be  removed .  

 

F i gu re  2 :   The  re ta i ned  bu i l d i ng  s t ruc tu re  to  be  u sed  a s  a  recept ion  /  s i t e  manager ’ s  o f f i ce  f a c i l i t y  ( i n c l ud i ng  

l oos  and  showe rs ) .   C l ea r l y  t he  appea rance  o f  the  roo f  w i l l  change  a s  pan t i l e s  a re  p roposed  a long  w i th  new 

window f rames  and  doo rs .   I f  excep t ion  i s  made  to  t he  b r i c k  i n  the  bu i l d i ng ,  the  app l i c an t  i s  w i l l i n g  to  c l ad  the  

s t ruc tu re  i n  t imber .  
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F i gu re  3 :  The  cu r r en t  i n t e r i o r  o f  the  bu i l d i ng  i s  robus t  bu t  w i l l  be  comp le te l y  r e fu rb i shed  

 

F i gu re  4 :  The  i n te r i o r  -  The  ex i s t i n g  k i t chen .    
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F i gu re  5 :  The  i n te r i o r  –  the  f o rme r  l oos .  

 

  The bui ld ing a lready exists and can be appropriate ly  and sens it ively upgraded.   

  To retain and re-use th is  bui ld ing creat ing a more attract ive exter ior is  far more 

sustainable and environmenta l ly fr iendly than demol ishing it  and rebui ld ing a 

t imber structure .  

  The planning case off icer has referred to the exist ing bui ld ing as being ug ly .   I t  

is  proposed to upgrade the structure with pant i les on its  roof and refurbished 

windows and doors .  Clear ly the whole of the inte r ior wi l l  have to be suitably 

refurbished.   No internal part it ion is  structural so a complete ly new interna l 

layout is  feas ib le .  

  Externa l ut i l i tar ian c lut ter such as s igns , meta l rai l ing , etc .  wi l l  be removed .  I t  

wi l l  be one of the f irst  elements of the scheme vis itors exper ience and it  wi l l  

be important for it  to be att ract ive and welcoming .  

  NYMPA have the use and very existence of  the bui ld ing in the ir  control at  a l l  

t imes . Spaunton Estate wi l l  accept a condit ion attached to any planning 

permiss ion which seeks to ensure that  the proposed recept ion and 

communal/ loo/shower fac i l i ty is  removed from the land with in 6 months of the 

le isure use not being operat iona l .  
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The proposa l is  in accord with p lanning pol icy  

The proposal  fu l f i ls  the development asp irat ions of ex ist ing development plan pol icy 

14 on tour ism and recreat ion in the adopted Core Strategy which states that schemes :  

wi l l  make use of an ex ist ing bui ld ing . Proposals for new bui ld ings wi l l  be expected 

to demonstrate that the fac i l i ty cannot be sat is factor i ly accommodated with in an 

exist ing bui ld ing in that locat ion (our emphas is) .  

The proposa l fu l f i ls  the development asp irat ions of the emerging local p lan especial ly :  

-  Strateg ic Pol icy C –  Qual ity and Des ign of Development ;  

-  Strateg ic Pol icy G- Landscape;  

-  Strateg ic Pol icy J  –  Sustainable Tourism and Recreat ional Development; and  

- Strateg ic Pol icy K –  The Rural Economy.   

In part icu lar ,  in the jus t i f icat ion text for Strategic Pol icy J  i t  spec i f ical ly states that :  

New bui ld ings wi l l  on ly be permitted i f  the div ers i f ied use cannot be suitab ly 

accommodated through the convers ion or a lterat ion of an ex ist ing bui ld ing;  

In the case of camping or caravan s ites the expectat ion is  that  that amenity b locks 

should ut i l ise ex ist ing bui ld ings on the s ite . I f  there are no su itab le bui ld ings , new 

structures may be acceptable i f  they are of l ightweight des ign and construct ion 

so that it  can eas i ly be removed from the s ite . (Our emphas is) .  

The NYMPA had adopted a standard which fol lows the ‘pr incip les of sustainab le 

tour ism’ ;  the planning appl icat ion and its  retent ion , refurb ishment and re -use of the 

exist ing bui ld ing a lso fol lows those standards .  

Summary 

The Spaunton Estate require retent ion of  the ex ist ing redundant bui ld ing for the 

recept ion / communal fac i l i t ies .   This wi l l  be upgraded both internal ly and external ly  

and can be t imber c lad i f  required. This preferred opt ion is  the most sustainab le one 

with the least d isturbance to the natura l environment.  

I f  addit iona l detai ls  are required to faci l i tate the above or any other opt ion,  we request 

that the appl icat ion is  delegated back to off icers to oversee the submiss ion of these 

detai ls .  

Thank you for tak ing into account these mater ia l  cons iderat ions when determin ing the 

planning appl icat ion .  

16 t h Apr i l  2019 




