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Members Update Sheet 

Item 4  NYM/2019/0444/FL 

Members are advised that the agent has requested that determination of the application is 
deferred until the next Planning Committee to enable them to consider an alternative 
location for the new car park and access to the footbridge outside the designated area of 
Ancient Woodland or an alternative design solution. 

Officers have received additional information from the agent (circulated to Members) which 
presents the evidence collated to suggest that the area has been incorrectly designated as 
Ancient Semi-Natural Woodland given that it has not been wooded continuously since at 
least 1600AD based on the historical mapping (from 1889) obtained from the Authority. The 
agent suggests that the Ancient Woodland boundary should follow that of the SSSI. 
Furthermore the trees to be directly impacted upon are relatively young trees planted by the 
applicant in the 1990s. However the Authority’s Woodland Officer has responded as follows: 

1. The current situation is that the majority of the works at Site B are within the area 
recorded as ancient semi-natural woodland on the Ancient Woodland Inventory. In our view 
the construction of the car park and its subsequent use would have a detrimental impact on 
the ancient woodland and in line with the NPPF should be refused. The construction of the 
footpath and bridge is not considered likely to have a significant impact on the ancient 
woodland and therefore we would have no objection to its approval. 

2. The applicant has submitted a range of evidence supporting their assertion that the 
Ancient Woodland Inventory is incorrect in respect of the area around Site B and that it 
should not be recorded as an ancient woodland site. Although the balance of evidence 
supports this assertion we do not accept that it is conclusive and are therefore not prepared 
to dismiss the ancient woodland status. Nor do we feel that we are authorised to make such 
a decision and so we would request that a formal application is made to Natural England for 
a revision of the boundary. 

3. Regardless of the outcome of any amendment resulting from 2. above, we consider 
that the proposal for the car park will have a detrimental impact on the woodland, both 
directly from the construction but also from significantly increased use of the adjacent area. 
We appreciate that the applicant has made efforts to minimise this but an impact will result 
none the less. We also appreciate that there are environmental benefits provided elsewhere 
in the wider proposal but we are not prepared to support the car park proposal at Site B until 
these have been quantified, the need for additional car parking is demonstrated and 
evidence provided that alternative parking locations on less sensitive habitats cannot be 
found. 

Members attention is also drawn to the additional submission from West Ayton Parish 
Council (circulated to Members) which reiterates their concerns and objections notably that 
riverbank erosion is most prevalent in the area of the proposed footbridge which will be 
exacerbated by the proposals; the proposed works at Seavegate Gill fail to protect the 
heavily trafficked area around the veteran horse chestnut tree; a reduced speed limit and 
traffic calming measures are required to improve highway safety in the valley; and question 
who will maintain the proposed facilities. 
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The agent has provided an amended Arboricultural Implications Assessment (AIA), Tree 
Survey Report and Biosecurity Protocol in response to Natural England’s comments, along 
with an updated Construction Management Plan which incorporates the recommendations in 
the Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey have been forwarded directly to Natural England and 
copied to the Authority. 
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Please see information received from West Ayton Parish Council for circulation. 
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