




















































































Planning Application Ref: NYM/2020/0182/NEW 

Description: Application for removal of chicken shed and construction of equine building, use of land 

for equine purposes together with use of land for the siting of photovoltaic panels  

Location: Grouse Hill Caravan Park, Blacksmith Hill, Fylingdales 

Flood Risk Assessment 

Introduction  

The area of land which is subject to a change of use exceeds 1 hectare, therefore a Flood Risk 

Assessment is required to ensure that the implications of flooding are satisfactorily addressed. 

Having said that, the area to be developed by the proposed equine building and the photovoltaic 

panels is less than 1 hectare (0.23ha). It is therefore only the change of use of agricultural land to 

equestrian land that takes the application site area above 1 hectare triggering the requirement to 

submit a Flood Risk Assessment.  

Flood Risk 

The whole of the application site area lies in Flood Zone 1 and so is at low risk. Furthermore, the 

application site is not affected by any other sources of flood risk, such as surface water or reservoir. 

Please refer to the Environment Agency flood map extracts below which confirm this is the case.  

 

Environment Agency Flood Map, 23 March 2020 – Flood Zone 1. 
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Environment Agency Flood Map March 2020 – Surface Water Flooding 

Sequential Test 

A sequential test has been applied to ensure that the proposed development is entirely located in 

Flood Zone 1 (an area with a low probability of flooding). There are also no other sources of flooding 

affecting the site. 

Flood Risk Vulnerability 

Land used for outdoor sports and recreation is classed as water-compatible development. Assembly 

and Leisure is classed as ‘Less Vulnerable’. Sites used for holiday or short-let caravans and camping 

(subject to a specific warning and evacuation plan) are classed as ‘More Vulnerable’. The use of land 

for equestrian (horse riding) is arguably land used for sport and recreation, which is water 

compatible, but if it is considered to fall into assembly and leisure it would still only be classed as less 

vulnerable; as would the equestrian building. Renewable energy development is not subject to the 

sequential test.   

Flood Risk Vulnerability and Flood Zone ‘Compatibility’ 

All development is considered compatible with and appropriate in Flood Zone 1, as per the table 

below sourced from the Government’s Planning Practice Guidance on Flood Risk. Therefore, all 



elements of this application are compatible and appropriate – the equestrian building, the 

renewable energy and the use of land for equestrian.  

 

Impacts and Mitigation 

Given that the site is not at risk from any sources of flooding and the application proposals are 

compatible and appropriate, it is not considered that there will be any flood risk implications 

associated with the site and therefore no mitigation is required.  

The proposed equestrian building replaces an existing developed footprint (the chicken shed) and so 

there will be no material increase in impermeable area affecting surface water run-off. The use of 

land for the siting of photovoltaics and for exercising horses will likewise have no material flooding 

or surface water run-off implications.  

Conclusion 

The site is located in Flood Zone 1 and there are no other sources of flood risk. All forms of 

development are compatible with and appropriate in Flood Zone 1. There are no material surface 

water run-off implications associated with the development. 

Edwardson Associates, March 2020. 
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