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01 INTRODUCTION
1.1 This Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment has been prepared 

by Pegasus Group on behalf of Arqiva. It concerns an application for 
planning permission for a replacement transmission mast  to replace 
the fire damaged Bilsdale Transmission Station mast on Bilsdale 
West Moor, North Yorkshire.

1.2 This LVIA considers possible effects of the proposed development 
upon landscape features, landscape character and visual amenity. 

1.3 The findings have been arrived at through both desk-top study and on 
site assessment work.

02 METHODOLOGY
Published LVIA Guidance

2.1 This LVIA has been undertaken in accordance with the principles of 
best practice, as outlined in published guidance documents listed 
in the reference section of this report, notably the third edition of 
the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Assessment (GLVIA3), 
(Landscape Institute and the Institute for Environmental Management 
and Assessment, 2013).

2.2 The methodology and assessment criteria for the assessment have 
been developed in accordance with the principles established in this 
best practice document. It should be acknowledged that GLVIA3 
establishes guidelines, not a specific methodology. The preface to 
GLVIA3 states:

2.3 ‘This edition concentrates on principles and processes. It does not 
provide a detailed or formulaic ‘recipe’ that can be followed in every 
situation – it remains the responsibility of the professional to ensure 
that the approach and methodology adopted are appropriate to the 
task in hand.’

2.4 The approach set out below and in detail in Appendix A has therefore 
been developed specifically for this assessment to ensure that the 
methodology is fit for purpose. 

Distinction between Landscape and Visual Effects

2.5 In accordance with GLVIA3, landscape and visual effects are assessed 
separately, although the procedure for assessing each of these is 
closely linked. A clear distinction has been drawn between landscape 
and visual effects as described below:

• Landscape effects relate to the effects of the indicative 
proposals on the physical and perceptual characteristics of the 
landscape and its resulting character and quality; and

• Visual effects relate to the effects on specific views experienced 
by visual receptors and on visual amenity more generally. Figure 1:  Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 map locating the approximate site area in red
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Landscape and Visual Assessment Process
2.6 The assessment of landscape effects follows a recognised process set 

out below:

• Identify the baseline landscape resource (i.e. Individual land-
scape elements and a thorough understanding of landscape 
character both at a local scale and a wider scale) and its value;

• Evaluate the sensitivity of the landscape resource to the type of 
development proposed;

• Develop mitigation proposals / measures iteratively throughout 
the development process in order to avoid, reduce and 
ameliorate potential adverse landscape impacts and to 
maximise the beneficial landscape impacts of the development;

• Identify predicted landscape impacts of the development;

• Evaluate the magnitude of change to the baseline landscape 
resource; and

• Assess the level of residual effect of the development on the 
landscape.

2.7 The assessment of visual effects follows a similar process as set out 
below:

• Identify the geographical area within which views of the devel-
opment are possible through field work;

• Identify potential visual receptors for the development (i.e. 
Groups of people who would have views of the development);

2.8 Describe the nature of the baseline views towards the development for 
each receptor group, usually illustrated by a photograph;

• Evaluate the sensitivity of the visual receptor groups;

• Develop mitigation proposals / measures iteratively throughout 
the development process in order to avoid, reduce and 
ameliorate potential adverse visual impacts and to maximise 
the beneficial visual impacts of the development;

• Identify predicted visual impacts of the development on 
receptor groups;

• Evaluate the magnitude of change in the view of representative 
visual receptor groups; and

• Assess the level of residual effects on the views from 
representative receptor groups and on overall visual amenity.

Types of Landscape and Visual Impacts Considered and 
Duration

2.9 The LVIA assesses both the permanent effects of the development and 
the temporary effects associated with its construction.

2.10 Consideration has been given to seasonal variations in the visibility of 
the development and these are described where necessary. 

2.11 Both beneficial and adverse effects are identified in the assessment 
and reported as appropriate. Where effects are described as ‘neutral’ 
this is where beneficial effects are deemed to balance the adverse 
effects. The adverse and beneficial effects are communicated in each 
case so that the judgement is clear. 

Assessment Criteria
2.12 The criteria used as guidance in assessing the effects of the 

development is outlined in Appendix A.

Assumptions and Limitations of the Assessment

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSALS

2.13 Figure 1 shows the site location and context.  More detail on the 
development proposals can be found within the Planning Statement 
accompanying the application.

2.14 The proposed transmission mast (“Proposed Mast”) is a proposed mast 
which is located in the exact location of the fire damaged transmission 
mast.  This shall be referred to in the assessment as the “Former 
Mast”. It has been agreed with the North York Moor National Park 
Authority that the Former Mast forms part of the baseline situation 
when considering the effects of the Proposed Mast on landscape and 
visual receptors.

2.15 The replacement transmission station mast is proposed to be 306.2m 
high, which is lower in height than the Former Mast, which was 314m 
high.  The Proposed Mast is a lattice type structure and would have a 
50cm wider base within the existing compound area than the Former 
Mast.  There is proposed to be a reduction in the extent of ancillary 
buildings present within the existing compound which surrounds the 
mast.  There are proposed to be three additional anchor blocks and 
the creation of temporary gravel access tracks along the line of the 
original and proposed anchors.

2.16 Given the height of the Proposed Mast, as with the Former Mast, lighting 
will be required to satisfy Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) requirements.  
Lighting of the Proposed Mast includes six levels of lighting at no more 
than 52m vertical centres, with two lights at each level. The upper-
most level of lights will be at 294m.  As with that which was on the 
Former Mast, the proposed lights will be of medium intensity steady 
red ‘type C’ lights, with an effective luminous intensity of 2000 Candela.  
The difference between the lighting proposals on the Proposed Mast 
and that of the Former Mast, is that there is one additional layer of 
lighting proposed (six, instead of five) and the upper-most lights would 
be 3.5m higher than those which were on the Former Mast.

2.17 Before the demolition of the Former Mast, a temporary 80m tall mast 
was erected, under permitted development rights, to the south west 
of the compound, the “Quarry Tower” mast, to reinstate part of the 
function that had been lost.  It is Pegasus’ understanding that the 
Quarry Tower mast will be removed once a further temporary mast 

“Station Tower” to the east of the site, is erected.  Pegasus do not 
include the Quarry Tower mast in this assessment baseline, as it is 
understood that Quarry Tower will be removed prior to the completion 
of the Proposed Mast. Planning permission has been approved for the 
“Station Tower’ temporary mast, (LPA ref. NYM/2021/0754/FL).  The 
Station Tower is proposed to be located to the east of the proposed 
replacement tower, at a proposed height of 80m, and is proposed 
to be of a lattice construction.  The Station Tower mast will remain 
operational during the construction period of the Proposed Mast, and 
will be dismantled once the Proposed Mast is operational.  Therefore, 
the Station Tower mast is included within the baseline for this 
assessment.

2.18 Site access for construction of the Proposed Mast is proposed to be 
from the east via the track which is accessed off the B1257 and the 
south west along tracks which connect from Moor Gate to the north of 
Hawnby Hill.  During the construction phase the temporary works area 
situated outside of the compound to the east, which formed part of the 
approved area of the ‘Station tower’, will be utilised.  

Consultation

2.19 North York Moors National Park Authority (NYMNPA) planners have 
been consulted in advance of the production of this LVIA.  This included 
to agree the baseline position and the viewpoint locations and Pegasus 
have incorporated their suggested viewpoint locations, which are 
included at Figure 6.  Following site work, the viewpoint locations have 
been refined based upon site conditions and visibility and an updated 
ZTV with viewpoint locations is provided later within this LVIA.

2.20 It has been agreed that photographic information to accompany the 
application would be in the form of annotated photography. Pegasus 
had obtained some photography of the Former Mast prior to its recent 
demolition and these are included at Appendix D.  

2.21 The night-time effects created by the lighting on the Proposed Mast 
will be reported in this assessment.

Study Area

2.22 The site is situated on Bilsdale West Moor where the existing Bilsdale 
Transmission Station mast and associated ancillary buildings are 
taken to be in the baseline.  The site is located on open moorland which 
is situated within the North York Moors National Park.  The B1257 is 
located to the east of the site, from where the site can be accessed off 
a private track which also serves some nearby individual properties.  
There is a secondary access track to the site from the south west.

2.23 The immediate landscape within which the site is located is of open, 
elevated moorland (the site is located at circa 390m AOD).  Beyond 
this on less elevated ground individual properties and small hamlets 
are found in the lower valleys which run between the upland moorland 
areas.  The nearest of these hamlets is The Grange to the east of 
site, Chop Gate to the north east and Hawnby to the south.   Larger 
settlements include Helmsley to the south east of the site and 
Northallerton to the west of the site.  There are a number of walking 
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routes within the area and upland areas within the National Park. 

2.24 In order to assist in defining the study area, a digital Zone of Theoretical 
Visibility (ZTV) model was created as a starting point to illustrate the 
geographical area within which views of the Proposed Mast on the 
site are theoretically possible. The ZTV has been produced using 
Digital Terrain Modelling (DTM) data with the Proposed Mast height of 
306.2m.  The ZTV is contained at Figure 12.  The ZTV also shows the 
additional locations from where the taller (314m) Former Mast, could 
be theoretically visible.  

2.25 The ZTV is a useful tool used to provide focus on the area and receptors 
that are most likely to be affected but the proposed development 
should always be subject to verification in the field.

2.26 Following a review of the ZTV, it was proposed that an appropriate 
study area for the assessment would be 20km.  In locations beyond 
20km, where the Site and any development on it would be visible, it is 
considered unlikely to result in any visual effects due to the height of 
the mast there may be certain places outside of the study area that 
may have incidental views but these would be at distance and would 
not alter the existing view against a baseline of the Former Mast.  The 
view would also be heavily influenced by other intervening features 
within it.  Furthermore, when considering the Proposed Mast height 
against a baseline of the Former Mast height, the effects are on the 
whole, anticipated to be reduced.  This approach has been agreed with 
the NYMNPA.

2.27 For the purposes of this LVIA the landscape study area which includes 
landscape designations, features, landscape character will look at a 
10km radius of the site.  The landscape study area beyond 10km will 
have likely similar effects to that of the Former Mast which would have 
No effect or Neutral effects.  The visual study area will look at a 20km 
study area from the site.

2.28 The topography of the site is on high ground of Bilsdale West Moor, 
with the land falling steeply away to east into Bilsdale Valley and then 
rising again towards Bilsdale East Moor.  This is both similar to the 
north, south and west.  The extent of the visibility is in parts restricted 
by land form but it is acknowledged that the open moorland within the 
study area creates a vast open landscape, open skies and within which 
the Former Mast formed part of such views, as seen within a number 
of photographs at Appendix D.

2.29 Considering the above, in particular the baseline against which effects 
are to be assessed, the reporting within this LVIA is undertakento an 
extent that is appropriate and proportionate to the proposals, and their 
likely effects, focussing upon where these are considered to be adverse.  
Each section of the report sets out the approach taken accordingly.  

Baseline Information
2.30 The baseline landscape resource and visual receptors were identified 

in part through a desk-based study of Ordnance Survey mapping, 
published landscape character studies, relevant planning policies, 
interrogation of aerial photography, as well as photographs taken and 
observations made during site visits conducted during September and 

November 2021. 

2.31 Access during site visits was restricted to publicly accessible locations 
or land within the ownership of the site landowners. No access was 
possible to private properties and therefore, assumptions have been 
made regarding the view from private properties. These assumptions 
have been based on an understanding of the properties and features 
present within the wider landscape gained during the site visit from 
publicly accessible locations.  Assumptions are guided by professional 
experience and judgement.

2.32 Site visits were conducted during optimal visibility conditions allowing a 
good understanding of the landscape and the general visual character 
of the surrounding landscape. 

2.33 For the purposes of this assessment, it has been agreed with the 
NYMNPA that the Former Mast forms part of the baseline situation, 
having received full planning consent in the past.  The Proposed Mast 
has a proposed height of 306.2m, which is a 7.8m reduction on the 
Former Mast height of 314m.  The Former Mast (which has been 
demolished due to fire damage) was originally built in the 1960s and 
comprised a solid structure, as seen in the image of the mast prior 
to demolition at Figure 6.  Drawings showing the Former Mast and 
Proposed Masts are illustrated in Figures 3, 4 and 5.

2.34 The Proposed Mast will be located in the same place as the Former 
Mast.  For the purposes of this assessment the Quarry Mast, which 
was erected to the south west of the proposed tower to ensure some 
services can still operate, will be removed once another temporary 
mast is erected to the east of the site.  The Quarry Mast is not 
considered as part of the baseline, although it provides a useful point 
of reference when looking towards the site from some locations.  The 
Station Tower temporary mast to the east will form part of the baseline 
as it will remain operational until the Proposed Mast is commissioned 
and fully operational, following which the Station Tower mast can be 
dismantled.

Figure 2:  Image of the existing (now demolished) solid mast construction 
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Figure 3: Former Transmission Station Mast (Drawing from Arqiva)

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No
08/12/21 JHFKMLPLANNING ISSUE

11914704
48

19/11/21 HFKMLDETAILED DESIGN
11910951

47

11/11/21 KMLPSPLANNING ISSUE
11914704

46

22/10/21 PSKMLDETAILED DESIGN
11910951

45

20/09/21 NYKMLPLANNING ISSUE
11910951

44

140161
BILSDALE
CHOP GATE
BILSDALE WEST MOOR
HELMSLEY
NORTH YORKSHIRE
TS9 7JU

SE 55327 96226

455327 496226

IM 19/08/11

JHF 08/12/21

140161 MD048 48

**

97.20

99.53

97.20

97.10

DATUM
100.00

99.05

97.50

ofDRG No.

TITLE

Sheet

NOTES

Crawley Court, Winchester, Hampshire, SO21 2QA
    

ISS REVISION DATE DRN APP

APPROVED

DRAWN

SITE No

NGR

OS GRID

SCALE

Rev

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means (Electronic,
Mechanical, Photocopying, Recording or otherwise), without the prior
written consent of the Company.

C 2010 Arqiva

A3

01-131

1:500

1 1

SITE PLAN
EXISTING

FEINT DETAILS INDICATE LOCATIONS
RESERVED FOR OTHER PROPOSALS
WHICH MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF
SEPARATE APPLICATIONS

0 10m 20m5m

APPROXIMATE ROUTE OF
EXISTING ACCESS TRACK

GENERATOR

290.5m HIGH MAST
(DEMOLISHED OCTOBER 2021)

2.4m HIGH SECURITY FENCE

SITE
ACCESS

GATE

BUILDING 1
ARQIVA

GENERATOR

BUILDING 2
ARQIVA

BUILDING 3
ARQIVA

BUILDING 4
ARQIVA

STAY LINE

STAY LINE

ACCESS
TRACK

S
TA

Y
 L

IN
E

EQUIPMENT APPROVED UNDER
PLANNING APPLICATION
REFERENCE NYM/2021/0754/FL



8        BRS.1526  | BILSDALE TRANSMISSION STATION |  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No
11/11/21 KMLPSPLANNING ISSUE

11914704
46

22/10/21 PSKMLDETAILED DESIGN
11910951

45

20/09/21 NYKMLPLANNING ISSUE
11910951

44

17/09/21 NYKMLPLANNING ISSUE
11910951

43

13/09/21 KMLKMLPLANNING ISSUE
11910951

42

140161
BILSDALE
CHOP GATE
BILSDALE WEST MOOR
HELMSLEY
NORTH YORKSHIRE
TS9 7JU

SE 55327 96226

455327 496226

IM 19/08/11

KML 11/11/21

140161 MD046 46

**

97.20

99.53

97.20

97.10

DATUM
100.00

99.05

97.50

ofDRG No.

TITLE

Sheet

NOTES

Crawley Court, Winchester, Hampshire, SO21 2QA
    

ISS REVISION DATE DRN APP

APPROVED

DRAWN

SITE No

NGR

OS GRID

SCALE

Rev

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means (Electronic,
Mechanical, Photocopying, Recording or otherwise), without the prior
written consent of the Company.

C 2010 Arqiva

A3

01-130

1:2000

1 2

SITE PLAN
PROPOSED
294.8m HIGH STAYED MAST

FEINT DETAILS INDICATE LOCATIONS
RESERVED FOR OTHER PROPOSALS
WHICH MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF
SEPARATE APPLICATIONS

PROPOSED STAY LANE 'A' ACCESS TRACK
4.5m WIDE WITH NOMINAL 10 x 10m TURN INS (AS INDICATED)
WHINSTONE GRAVEL WITH SANDSTONE TOPPING

S
TA

Y
 L

A
N

E
 'A

'

STAY LANE 'C'

STAY LANE 'B'

AC
C

ESS TR
AC

K

EX
IS

TI
N

G
 U

/G
 1

1k
V 

PO
W

ER
 C

AB
LE

PROPOSED STAY LANE 'B' ACCESS TRACKS
4.5m WIDE WITH NOMINAL 10 x 10m TURN INS (AS INDICATED)
WHINSTONE GRAVEL WITH SANDSTONE TOPPING

PROPOSED STAY LANE 'C' ACCESS TRACK
4.5m WIDE WITH NOMINAL 10 x 10m TURN INS (AS INDICATED)
WHINSTONE GRAVEL WITH SANDSTONE TOPPING

EXISTING ANCHOR BLOCKS

EXISTING ANCHOR BLOCKS

PROPOSED ANCHOR BLOCK
TO BE LOCATED CENTRALLY ON STAY LANE 'B'
APPROX 80.0m RADIUS FROM CENTRE OF PROPOSED MAST

EXISTING ANCHOR BLOCK

EXISTING ANCHOR BLOCK

PROPOSED LOCATION OF PILOT & WINCH ANCHOR BLOCKS

REFER TO DRAWING No.
140161-01-130 SHEET 2 FOR DETAILS

0 50m 100m10m

5m

PROPOSED ANCHOR BLOCK
TO BE LOCATED CENTRALLY ON STAY LANE 'C'
APPROX 80.0m RADIUS FROM CENTRE OF PROPOSED MAST

PROPOSED ANCHOR BLOCK
TO BE LOCATED CENTRALLY ON STAY LANE 'A'
APPROX 70.0m RADIUS FROM CENTRE OF PROPOSED MAST

EXTENT OF PROPOSED ARQIVA 68.8m HIGH TOWER INSTALLATION
(UNDER SEPARATE PLANNING APPLICATION)
SITERRA PROJECT No. 11910951

APPLICATION AREA
REFER TO DRAWING No.
140161-01-100-G0017

TOTAL AREA OF
STAY LANE ACCESS TRACKS

(OUTSIDE EXISTING COMPOUND)

5570m²
1.376 ACRES
0.5770 HECTARES

PROPOSED 294.6m HIGH STAYED MAST
ON EXISTING MAST FOUNDATION

Figure 4: Proposed Transmission Station Mast (Drawing from Arqiva)



        BRS.1526  | BILSDALE TRANSMISSION STATION |  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  9 

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No

PROJ No
11/11/21 KMLPSPLANNING ISSUE

11914704
46

22/10/21 PSKMLDETAILED DESIGN
11910951

45

20/09/21 NYKMLPLANNING ISSUE
11910951

44

17/09/21 NYKMLPLANNING ISSUE
11910951

43

13/09/21 KMLKMLPLANNING ISSUE
11910951

42

140161
BILSDALE
CHOP GATE
BILSDALE WEST MOOR
HELMSLEY
NORTH YORKSHIRE
TS9 7JU

SE 55327 96226

455327 496226

IM 19/08/11

KML 11/11/21

140161 MD046 46

ofDRG No.

TITLE

Sheet

NOTES

Crawley Court, Winchester, Hampshire, SO21 2QA
    

ISS REVISION DATE DRN APP

APPROVED

DRAWN

SITE No

NGR

OS GRID

SCALE

Rev

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means (Electronic,
Mechanical, Photocopying, Recording or otherwise), without the prior
written consent of the Company.

C 2010 Arqiva

A3

01-180

1:2000

1 1

ELEVATION
PROPOSED
294.8m HIGH STAYED MAST

FEINT DETAILS INDICATE LOCATIONS
RESERVED FOR OTHER PROPOSALS
WHICH MAY BE THE SUBJECT OF
SEPARATE APPLICATIONS

0 50m 100m10m

5m

REFER TO DRAWING No. 140161-01-181-MD FOR MAST & ANTENNA DETAILS

TOP OF MAST 294.8m

TOP OF STRUCTURE 306.2m

STAY LEVEL 286.5m

PLATFORM LEVEL 283.5m

PLATFORM LEVEL 265.5m

STAY LEVEL 241.0m

STAY LEVEL 145.0m

STAY LEVEL 97.0m

STAY LEVEL 49.0m

LEG 'B'LEG 'C'

REFER TO DRAWING No. 140161-01-182-MD FOR MAST & ANTENNA DETAILS

REFER TO DRAWING No. 140161-01-183-MD FOR MAST & ANTENNA DETAILS

PROPOSED ARQIVA 68.8m HIGH
TOWER INSTALLATION
(UNDER SEPARATE PLANNING APPLICATION)
SITERRA PROJECT No. 11910951

294.8m STAYED MAST DATUM 0.0m

PROPOSED 3 No. UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL AIR SAMPLING
UNITS TO BE INSTALLED ON MAST AT PLATFORM LEVELS

AWL 294.5m

AWL 251.5m

AWL 211.0m

AWL 169.0m

AWL 127.0m

AWL 85.0m

AWL 43.0m

Figure 5: Proposed Transmission Station Mast (Drawing from Arqiva)



10        BRS.1526  | BILSDALE TRANSMISSION STATION |  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

Figure 6:  ZTV with Suggested Viewpoint Locations (Issued for 
consultation with North York Moors National Park Authority) 
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03 DESIGNATIONS AND POLICY 
CONTEXT

3.1 The site is located within the administrative boundary of NYMNP.  This 
section highlights the national and local policies, and designations of 
relevance to landscape.

3.2 For the purposes of this assessment a 10km study area has been 
considered appropriate for landscape designations and policy.

Designations

North York Moors National Park

3.3 The site lies within the NYMNP which extends across the 10km study 
area and beyond into the wider 20km study area.   The NYMNP is 
considered to have a high value and susceptibility.  This results in high 
sensitivity.  

3.4 The assessment of effects upon the Special Qualities of the of the 
NYMNP during construction and operation, are set out in Section 7.

Open Access Land and Recreational Routes

3.5 The site lies within an area of Open Access Land (OAL).  The area 
extends to the north, east, south and west of the site on the upland 
moorland which surrounds it.  There are other areas of OAL that fall 
within the 10km study area.  

3.6 The OAL gives access for recreation, which, given its location within 
the National Park, is considered to have a very high sensitivity.  

3.7 There are a number of Public Rights of Way (PRoW) within 2km of the 
site in all directions.  The Bilsdale Circuit Long Distance Footpath lies 
at its nearest point of 583m to the west of the site.    

3.8 Between 2 and 5km there are a network of footpaths and bridleways. 
Sustrans National Cycle Route 656 lies approximately 3.5km to the 
west of the site at its closest point. These will be considered further in 
the assessment. 

3.9 Between 5 and 10km there are a number of footpaths and bridleways 
within the open moorland uplands and the valleys which lie between 
the upland areas.  In particular, the Cleveland Way National Trail which 
also forms part of the Wild Yorkshire Way, White Rose Challenge and 
Shepherds Round which is located 7km to the west of the site.  The 
Hambleton Hobble Long Distance Footpath is located just over 7km to 
the west of the site.  The Rosedale Circuit Long Distance Footpath is 
located 5.5km to the east of the site.  PRoW within the immediate site 
context are indicated on Figure 1.

3.10 Sustrans National Cycle Route 65 lies 7.3km to the west of the site at 
its closet point. These will be considered further in the assessment.

3.11 Within the 10km to the 20km study area there are a number of public 
rights of way.  There is potential for visibility of the mast where there 
is limited screening or vegetation due to the height of the Proposed 

Mast, however when set against a baseline of the slightly taller Former 
Mast, any such changes would be indeterminable, and effects are not 
considered for these receptors beyond 10km. 

3.12 The effects upon views from OAL and PRoW are considered in the 
assessment in Section 6.

Cultural Heritage

3.13 There are number of Scheduled Monuments and Listed Buildings 
(Grade I, II and II*)  which are situated in all directions of the site 
from the site and are scattered throughout the 10km study area.  The 
Cultural Heritage Report covers all the heritage designations in more 
detail and does not form part of this LVIA.

Landscape Planning Policy

National Planning Policy

3.14 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was last updated by 
the former Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(now Department of Levelling-Up, Housing and Communities  
(DLUHC)) in July 2021 setting out the Government’s planning policies 
for England and providing a framework within which the appropriate 
local council can produce local and neighbourhood plans; the NPPF is 
a material consideration in planning decisions.  

3.15 The NPPF sets out three dimensions to achieving sustainable 
development that include economic, social and environmental 
considerations. It places an onus on the planning system to 
“contribute to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic 
environment...” going on to note that sustainable solutions should take 
account of local circumstances and reflect the character of each area. 
This underpins the strategic guidance set out in the NPPF in relation 
to landscape and visual matters.

3.16 In relation to landscape and visual matters, achieving well-designed 
places (Section 12) aims to ensure that developments are ‘visually 
attractive’, are sympathetic to local character (including the 
surrounding built environment and landscape setting) and to establish 
and maintain a strong sense of place.

3.17 Section 15 of the NPPF addresses ‘conserving and enhancing the 
natural environment’ stating that policies and decisions should 
contribute to this by “(a) protecting and enhancing valued landscapes 
(noting that this should commensurate with a statutory status or 
identified quality identified in a development plan)” and also “(b) 
recognising the ‘intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside”.

3.18 When considering applications for development within National Parks, 
permission should be refused for major development, other than in 
exceptional circumstances , and where it can be demonstrated that 
the development is in the public interest (Section 15). 

3.19 The NPPF notes the importance that designs ‘evolve’ in response to 
local issues and to the views of the community.

Local Planning Policy

3.20 The site lies within the administrative boundary of NYMNPA.  The 
current adopted Local Plan is the North York Moors National Park 
Authority Local Plan July 2020.

Strategic Policy G -Landscape

3.21 This policy sets out that: 

The high quality, diverse and distinctive landscapes of the North York 
Moors will be conserved and enhanced.

Great weight will be given to landscape considerations in planning 
decisions and development will be supported where the location, 
scale and detailed design of the scheme respects and enhances the 
local landscape character type as defined in the North York Moors 
Landscape Assessment.

Development which would have an unacceptable impact on the 
natural beauty, character and special qualities of the areas of 
moorland, woodland, coast and foreshore as defined by the Section 3 
Conservation Map or on the setting of the Howardian Hills AONB or 
local seascape will not be permitted.

Figure 7:  Extract from the North York Moors National Park Authority Local 
Plan July 2020 accessed October 2021 (approximate site located by blue pin)

 Site
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Policy ENV3 Remote Areas  

3.22 The site lies within Policy ENV3 Remote Areas, as shown on the extract 
at Figure 7.  The policy states that ‘Development will only be permitted 
in Remote Areas where it can be demonstrated that:

a) it is essential for environmental conservation, agricultual or 
forestry management purposes; and 

b) No alternative locations outside Remote Areas are suitable’.

3.23 Matters of alternative sites/locations for a Proposed Mast are dealt 
with in the Planning Report.

Policy ENV4 Dark Night Skies 

3.24 This policy sets out that: 

The darkness of the night skies above the National Park will be 
maintained and where possible enhanced. All development will be 
expected to minimise light spillage through good design and lighting 
management and the following lighting principles will be applied:

1. No external lighting will be permitted in Remote Areas;

2. In Open Countryside proposals that involve external lighting will 
only be permitted where it can be demonstrated that the lighting is 
essential for safety or security reasons and the lighting details meet 
or exceed those set out in any lighting guidelines adopted by the 
Authority;

3. Within settlements listed in the Authority’s settlement hierarchy, 
proposals that involve external lighting will be permitted where it can 
be demonstrated that the lighting is essential for safety, security or 
community reasons and the lighting details meet or exceed those set 
out in any lighting guidelines adopted by the Authority.

3.25 Considerations of the effects of the proposed development at night are 
set out within Section 8.

3.26 We also note that to the south east of the site, over 11km away, is 
an Area of High Landscape Value (AHLV).  This falls within Ryedale 
District.  This is not considered further in this LVIA, given the distance 
from the site and the similarities in the design to that of the Former 
Mast the effects would remain the same as the baseline situation.
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operational phases of the development, resulting in No Effect, Neutral 
effect upon landform and topography, which are long-term and 
permanent.

Land Use, Buildings and Infrastructure

4.9 The Proposed Mast would be in the compound of the Former Mast on 
Bilsdale West Moor.  Within the compound there are a number of single 
storey, flat roofed buildings which surround the location of the Former 
Mast.  There are a number of satellite dishes on hard standing within 
the fenced compound. The compound is enclosed by metal fencing.  
The Former Mast was stabilised by stays affixed to anchor blocks which 
are set beyond the extent of the compound.  These are protected with 
green metal fencing.  There is a single lane access track up to the site 
which is accessed off the B1257 to the east of the site which provides 
access to nearby residential properties and farmsteads. 

4.10 Beyond the site compound, the land within the site is comprised of 
moorland.   

4.11 The landscape value of the site itself is of national value, as the site 
is situated within the NYMNP.  The site is considered to have a low 
susceptibility to the Proposed Mast as the Proposed Mast would be 
situated on the existing location within the existing compound.  In 
terms of land use, buildings and infrastructure as a whole these 
elements are considered to be of very high sensitivity by virtue of their 
location within the National Park, rather than their inherent properties 
of themselves.

4.12 The change is brought about by the Proposed Mast which utilises 
the existing location of the Former Mast which is situated within the 
existing compound.  There would be a reduction in overall height 
with the Proposed Mast of 7.8m from that of the Former Mast and 
a reduction in the number of existing ancillary buildings within the 
existing compound, which provides a potential betterment.  It is noted 
that new, temporary, tracks would be laid along the ground between 
the stay anchor points which extend in three directions in the moorland 
landscape beyond the compound.  This would be a minor adverse 
change to the land use of these localised parts of the moorland.   

4.13 Balancing the improvements which are proposed by the development 
with the limited adverse effect of the new tracks, it is considered that 
there would be a very low magnitude of change.  The effect at both 
construction and operation would be, on balance, either neutral or 
very low Minor adverse. The landscape effects are considered long 
term and permanent.

Vegetation

4.14 There is no vegetation present with the existing compound.  The 
wider landscape of Bilsdale West Moor is comprised of heathland and 
moorland vegetation and the Red Line Boundary includes some of this 
land.  

4.15 As part of the proposals there are to be new, temporary, gravel tracks 
located along the line of the existing anchor points and to the east of 
the compound and these would replace existing heathland vegetation 

in these locations, along with three new anchor points. The vegetation 
has a very high value and is of high susceptibility, resulting in a very high 
sensitivity and the effects in ecology terms are referred to elsewhere. 
In landscape terms, the magnitude of change is considered to be 
moderate and this is anticipated to be permanent, though localised.  
The losses represent a very small part of a much wider expanse of 
this vegetation type.  Therefore, overall, the magnitude of change is 
considered to be Low, with Minor/Moderate localised adverse effects 
both at construction and operational phases of the project.  The effects 
are long term and permanent.

Water Features and Drainage

4.16 There a no water features or drainage channels within the site.  The 
nearest lies 139m to the south east of the site and would remain 
unaffected by the Proposed Mast.

4.17 As there are no water courses within the site itself and the Proposed 
Mast does affect any of these watercourses during both the construction 
and operation phases of the project they are not considered further in 
the assessment.

04 LANDSCAPE FEATURES
4.1 This section provides an overview of the landscape features and 

character of the landscape, an indication of their sensitivity to 
development of the type proposed and an assessment of the predicted 
level of effect. 

4.2 In Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment sensitivity is assessed 
through consideration of both the susceptibility to development of the 
type proposed and the value attached to the landscape. In the case 
of the potential for effects on landscape character, susceptibility 
means the ability to accommodate the proposed development without 
undue consequences for the existing characteristics of the site. An 
assessment is then made as to the magnitude of the change, in terms 
of its scale or size.

4.3 The assessments of sensitivity of the receptor and magnitude of change 
are then combined with the duration of the effect and the reversibility 
of the effect, to assist in determining the relative level of effect on each 
landscape feature or character area.

4.4 For the purposes of the assessment of landscape effects the magnitude 
of change is considered to be long-term and permanent.

4.5 The study area for landscape features, broadly discusses the immediate 
site and its surroundings in more detail within the 10km study area as 
set out in Section 2 of the LVIA.  The text briefly talks about the broader 
landscape as whole within the broader 20km study area.

Landscape Features

 Land form and Topography

4.6 The site is at an elevation of approximately 380m AOD, located to the 
eastern side of Bilsdale West Moor.  To the north of the site the land 
rises slightly to levels of 390m to 400m AOD.  The land to the east of the 
site falls away sharply towards the valley bottom of Bilsdale at around 
levels of 140m and 150m AOD.  The land beyond this rises steeply again 
towards Bilsdale East Moor, to the east of the site, where Bilsdale West 
Moor is at similar elevation to that of the site.  Topography to the south 
and west of the site fall gradually away to levels around 230m AOD. 

4.7 The surrounding landscape within the 20km study area is a mixture 
of upland moorland which contrasts with the valleys of Bilsdale, 
Bransdale and Farndale.  The valley sides rise up steeply open 
moorland.  There are lower lying areas beyond 15 to 20km study 
area with localised undulations and distinctive landforms which have 
moorland characteristics.

4.8 It is considered that the landform and topography  of the site is of very 
high value and high susceptibility.  The landform and topography within 
the National Park overall has very high sensitivity to the development 
due to the open upland moorland characteristics.  There is a reduction 
in the number of ancillary buildings within the existing compound but 
there are no alterations made to the landform as part of the Proposed 
Mast.  There would be no change during both the construction and 
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Figure 8:  Extract from National Character Area Profile, NCA 25 North York 
Moors and Cleveland Hills    

05 LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
5.1 A baseline study has been undertaken to record the character of the 

landscape and the elements, features and aesthetic and perceptual 
factors which contribute to it and to highlight any particular sensitivities 
that should be addressed in the layout.

5.2 For the purposes of this LVIA it is considered to be proportionate to 
include all landscape character types and areas (LCT’s and LCA’s) 
within 10km of the site.  It is considered that the LCT’s and LCA’s 
beyond 10km would experience no greater than No Effect, Neutral 
effects.  The effects would be little different at these distances from 
that already experienced by the Former Mast.

National Landscape Character Assessment

5.3 The site falls within National Character Area 25, North York Moors and 
Cleveland Hills (NCA 25). This national level assessment gives a broad 
impression of a region and provides a useful contextual overview of 
the character of the wider landscape.  The site in relation to NCA 25 is 
shown in Figure 8.

5.4 The following summary of the North York Moors and Cleveland Hills 
is provided below.  Those characteristics which are considered to be 
most apparent to within the study area are shown in bold:

• Upland plateaux, generally below 400 m, dissected by a series 
of dales – some broad and sweeping but others narrow, steep 
sided and wooded – creating strong contrasts between open 
moors and enclosed valleys;

• Extensive areas of heather moorland on plateaux and hills, 
largely under sporting ownership, including large expanses of 
upland heathland and blanket bog habitats, creating a sense of 
space, expansiveness and openness;

• Upland plateau landscape underlain mainly by sandstone and 
mudstone of Middle Jurassic age and calcareous sandstone and 
limestone of Upper Jurassic age;

• Some areas of extensive conifer and mixed plantations, 
especially in the south-east, and broadleaved woodland on 
steep valley sides;

• Valley landscapes characterised by pastoral farming, with a clear 
and strong visual contrast between the enclosed fields with some 
species-rich grasslands and wetlands, farms and settlements, 
and the bracken-fringed moorlands above;

• Drystone walls and hedgerows enclosing the small pastures and 
meadows in dales and fringing farmland, often replaced by fences 
in arable areas;

• Large-scale arable landscapes to the south and east;

• Sparsely settled, with scattered farmsteads and small villages, and 
traditional buildings constructed of local sandstone or limestone 
and with red pantile roofs, creating a strong visual unity;

• A rich archaeological heritage from many different periods, 

especially on the moorland plateaux;

• Panoramic views over moorland plateaux, ridges and dales and 
out over surrounding lowland landscapes and the North Sea.

5.5 Reference is made to the large structure of Bilsdale Transmission 
mast within North York Moors and Cleveland Hills. 

5.6 The National Character Assessment does not set out landscape value, 
susceptibility or sensitivity.  Consideration has therefore been made 
during site work, to the nature of the landscape surrounding, and 
including the site.  The NCA 25 includes the entire National Park and 
due to the height of Proposed Mast which is comparable to the Former 
Mast, as depicted on the ZTV at Figure 12, does include much of the 
NCA.  The landscape is of high quality and intact with a number of 
positive attributes. There are a number of public rights of way which 
run close the site.  These considerations  conclude the following:

• Landscape susceptibility to the proposed development: High

• Value of Landscape: High 

• Landscape Sensitivity: Very High

5.7 During the construction phase of the project there would be some 
vegetation removal of the heathland where gravel tracks are proposed 
to provide access to the anchor points and to the east of the compound.  
It is also acknowledged that there will temporarily be two masts in 
the landscape. There will be no changes to topography and landform 
or other landscape features.  Therefore overall there would be a very 

APPROXIMATE 
SITE LOCATION

low magnitude of change during both the construction and operational 
phases of the development and these changes represent a very small 
extent of the NCA.  Overall this would result in Minor adverse effects 
on a very limited part (within the site and up to between 300 - 500m 
from the site) of NCA 25.  Beyond these distances, given the extent of 
the NCA, the change is anticipated to be Very Low or No Change, with a 
resulting effect of No Effect, Neutral.  The effects would be long term 
and permanent.

Local Landscape Character Assessment

5.8 North York Moors National Park has published a landscape character 
assessment, which is titled ‘North York Moors National Park, 
Landscape Character Assessment, December 2003 (revised December 
2004) (LCA).  

5.9 The site is located within ‘Landscape Character Type 1 - Moorland, 
which is then further subdivided into Landscape Character Area 1a- 
Western Moors (LCA 1a)’.  The approximate location of the LCA 1a 
in relation to the site is shown in Figure 9. The key features are set 
out in Appendix B for LCA 1a of the North York Moors National Park, 
Landscape Character Assessment. 

5.10 The following summary of the  Landscape Character Area 1a- Western 
Moors (LCA 1a) is provided below.  Those characteristics which are 
considered to be most apparent within the study area are shown in 
bold:

• Elevated open expansive upland, part of the Cleveland and 
Hambleton Hills, forming a gently undulating plateau sloping 
gradually towards Ryedale and the western edge of the moors 
and more steeply towards the north and into Bilsdale to the east; 

• Generally underlain by Middle Jurassic Ravenscar sandstone, 
mudstone and thin coals deposited as a deltaic series, which have 
given rise to acidic, peaty soils drained by a dispersed pattern of 
wet flushes, springs and minor gills mainly flowing into Ryedale 
and towards the western fringes of the moors;

• The contrasting landform of the flat topped, steep sided plateau 
of Arden Great Moor (400m on Black Hambleton), underlain by 
Corallian limestones and sandstones, rises as a steep escarpment 
above the general level of Osmotherley Moor;

• Outcropping rocks, weathered into strange shapes, create a 
surreal moorland landmark (the Wain Stones) on Hasty Moor. 
Occasional sandstone outcrops mark the moorland edges and 
scattered boulder fields are present on the moor tops;

• Panoramic long distance views are available across the strong 
horizons of the moors, across the lower lying areas to the west 
and into the central dales. The open skies create a dramatic and 
ever changing backdrop to the landscape. At night, the darkness 
of the skies is a key feature; 

• Landcover comprises extensive tracts of heather moorland 
(forming part of the largest continuous area of heather moorland 
in England, almost all of which is designated as SSSI, SPA and 
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Candidate SAC), changing in colour from purple in summer 
to almost black in winter and managed for grouse shooting, 
resulting in a distinctive mosaic pattern of different aged plants 
mixed with burnt areas and lines of grouse butts; 

• Bracken predominates on the steeper slopes of the moorland 
edges. Smaller areas of heather exist in mosaic with grassland/
blanket peat grassland. The white flowers of areas of cotton 
grass punctuate the landscape in summer. Broughton Bank is 
locally important for its Jurassic flora; 

• Tree cover is limited to isolated pockets of deciduous woodland in 
dale head areas and very occasional windswept specimens on the 
moor tops. A small area of ancient woodland is present at Locker 
Wood. Occasional small coniferous plantations are associated 
with the moorland fringes;

• The moorland, grazed by sheep, is generally unenclosed although 
wire fences are present in some locations;

•  Settlement is almost entirely absent; occasional isolated farms 
occur in moorland valleys surrounded by walled fields and 
sheepfolds;

• Lines of small round barrows follow the ridge lines of the 
Hambleton and Cleveland Hills and are visible as skyline features; 
dykes (ancient boundary earthworks) are also present on the 
western edge of Arden Great Moor. The remains of an ancient 
cross are visible below Hambleton End;

• Extensive alum quarries and their associated spoil tips are visible 
on the northern side of Carlton Bank; further alum quarries occur 
at Thimbleby;

• Drifts of jet are present on the northern sides of the moors visible 
as V-shaped gashes in moorland slopes, with small shale tips 
uncolonised by grass or bracken, some a distinctive red colour as 
a result of firing; 

• Crossed by few roads, the moors are relatively inaccessible; the 
tops of Arden Great Moor are only accessible on foot, creating a 
strong sense of remoteness and isolation. Lines of grouse butts 
cross the landscape in places. The Cleveland Way runs along the 
western edge of the character area;

• The noise of the wind and the call of moorland birds are often 
the only sounds present in the area;

• Detractors include the mast on Bilsdale West Moor and the scars 
created by the shooting tracks and quarries of the moorland 
edges. 

5.11 The LCA looks at the pressures for change and degrees and significance 
of pressure to landscape character in relation to a number different 
type of pressures.  It is noted that there are medium to high pressures 
from infrastructure features such as masts.

5.12 The LCA does not set out landscape value, susceptibility or sensitivity.  
Consideration has therefore been made during site work, to the nature 
of the landscape surrounding, and including the site.  The land to the 

north, east, south and west is open moorland, with an open character.  
There are no roads other than access tracks leading to and from the 
site.  The moorland is open access land situated within the North York 
Moors National Park.  The landscape is of high quality and intact, 
excepting the existing influence of the Former Mast and associated 
compound and low-level buildings within it.  Notwithstanding this, the 
landscape also has a number of positive attributes. There are a number 
of public rights of way which run close the site.  These considerations  
conclude the following:

• Landscape susceptibility to the proposed development: High

• Value of Landscape: High 

• Landscape Sensitivity: Very High

5.13 It is acknowledged that the mast is a Proposed Mast to the one that 
was originally built in the 1960s.  The Proposed Mast would give rise 
to some direct effects due to heathland vegetation removal from the 
creation of gravel access tracks to service the proposed anchor points 
(as set out in Section 4).  Whilst there is a direct effect, this is limited 
in extent, as the degree to which the proposal will affect the perceived 
character of LCA 1a, is limited to locations in immediate proximity to 
this part of the works.  The proposal is for whinstone gravel with a 
sandstone topping, and which is considered to be a composition which 
is sensitive to the character and appearance of this LCA. Furthermore, 
the proposed works would be set within the context of the existing 
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Figure 9: Extract from North York Moors National Park Landscape Character 
Assessment

compound and infrastructure already present.  

5.14 There is a proposed reduction in the number of ancillary buildings 
within the existing compound area and the Proposed Mast is 7.8m 
shorter in height than the Former Mast.  The both masts were / will 
be visible from locations across the LCA, as illustrated by the ZTV 
at Figure 12.  The ZTV shows that there is a small reduction in the 
extent of the areas from where the Proposed Mast could be visible.  
However, given the distances across which potential visibility exists, 
the reduction in height is likely to be imperceptible.  

5.15 During the construction phase, with its associated activity at the site 
and vehicle movements along the access tracks, the influence of the 
proposed development will be at its greatest, extending within the site, 
and across the landscape of and close to the access tracks and areas 
from where these can be seen. It is also acknowledged that there will 
temporarily be two masts in the landscape. During construction, a 
combination of a very high sensitivity and a Low magnitude of change, 
during construction the effects are considered to be Moderate adverse 
in areas of the LCA within the site area itself and up to approximately 
300-500m of the Red Line Boundary.  Beyond these distances, the 
effects are considered to be localised Minor adverse/No Effect, 
Neutral.  These effects are temporary and short term.   

5.16 During the operational phase the proposed magnitude of change of 
the new access tracks is Very Low.  The effect upon character from this 
part of the works, is Minor adverse, extending to very localised areas 
surrounding the compound and stay lanes. 

5.17 For the Proposed Mast itself and change to ancillary buildings within 
the compound, the magnitude of change is considered to reduce to Very 
Low as construction vehicles and activities would have ceased.  The 
site and its components will largely exert the same influences upon the 
LCA as that which is considered to be the baseline.  Notwithstanding 
this, there are some minor design differences which are deemed to 
be beneficial, namely the reduction in height of the Proposed Mast, 
and its construction comprising a lattice structure which offers some 
visual permeability, helping to assimilate it within the skyline against 
which it would be seen.  The overall effect upon LCA 1a at operation is 
No Effect, Neutral.  These effects are long term and permanent.

Other Landscape Character Areas within 10km of the Site

5.18 Landscape Character Types (LCT) and Areas (LCA) that fall within 
10km of the site are listed below:

• Moorland LCT which is then subdivided into Central and Eastern 
Moors 1b LCA;

• Narrow Moorland Dale LCT  which are then subdivided into LCA’s.  
These include Ryedale 2A LCA, Bilsdale 2b LCA,  and Bransdale 
2c LCA;

• Limestone Hills LCT which is then subdivided into LCA’s.  These 
include Southern Hambleton/Tabular Hills 5a LCA, Tabular Hills-
Pickering to Lockton 5b LCA and Southern Dales and Southern 
Moor Foot 5c LCA; and 
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Figure 10: Extract from North York Moors National Park Landscape Character 
Assessment (site located in red with 10km and 20km dashed radii)
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• Upland Fringe LCT which is then subdivided into LCA’s.  These 
include Cleveland Foothills 9a LCA and Western Fringe 9b LCA.

5.19 Each of these LCT and LCA characteristics documented within the 
North York Moors National Park Landscape Character Assessment 
can be found in Appendix B and are shown in Figure 10.

5.20 LCA 1b Central and Eastern Moors is situated in the upland area to 
the east of the site and east of Bilsdale Valley.  The land within LCA 
1b shares common characteristics with that of LCA 1a in that it is 
moorland, with an open character and few roads.  The moorland 
is Open Access Land, is of high quality and intact with a number of 
positive attributes. There are a number of public rights of way.  

5.21 LCA 2a Rydedale is situated with the south of the site.  LCA 2b Bilsdale 
lies to the east of the site and neighbours LCA 1a in the LCA in which 
the site is situated.  LCA 2c Bransdale lies east of the site beyond 
LCA 1b.  These LCAs contains a number of minor roads with small 
dispersed settlements and isolated properties and farms.  There are 
a number of recreational routes.  There are blocks of woodland which 
limit the extent of views towards the site and Former Mast, which in 
areas 2b and 2c are more dispersed and screening is more sporadic.   

5.22 LCA 5a Southern Hambleton/Tabular Hills, 5b Tabular Hills-Pickering 
to Lockton and 5c Southern Dales and Southern Moor Foot are 
located to the south and south east of the site, on the very edge of 
the 10km extent, only part of these LCAs are located within the 10km 
of the site compound.  These LCAs contains a number of roads with 
small dispersed small hamlets, isolated properties and farms.  There 
are a number of recreational routes.  There are dispersed blocks of 
woodland on the valley sides.  

5.23 LCA 9a Cleveland Foothills and LCA 9b Western Fringe are located  
to the north west and south west of the site respectively, on the edge 
of the 10km study area.  Only part of the LCA falls within this study 
area.  These LCAs contains a number of roads with small, dispersed 
settlements, isolated properties and farms.  There are a number of 
recreational routes.  There are dispersed blocks of woodland on the 
valley sides.   

5.24 Although there are some differences in prevalent characteristics of 
each of the above LCAs, their inclusion within the NYMNP and quality 
of their respective landscape leads to the following conclusions:

• Landscape susceptibility to the proposed development: High

• Value of Landscape: High 

• Landscape Sensitivity: Very High

5.25 It is clear from travelling within and around these landscapes, that 
whilst there are views available towards the site and where the Former 
Mast would have been visible, even at the more localised LCAs to the 
site, the differences in height and design of the Proposed Mast are 
unlikely to be particularly appreciable, though there is some design 
benefit in the new structure as the Proposed Mast is likely to be more 
recessive than its predecessor.   

5.26 There may be some locations, predominantly those LCAs to the east 

(LCA 2b and 1b), from where construction traffic and activity are 
discernible.  It is also acknowledged that there will temporarily be two 
masts in the landscape.  

5.27 At operation, the composition of the Proposed Mast, with its lattice 
construction, is anticipated to reduce its appearance on the skyline.  
However, despite these benefits, the overall proposal, set against 
the baseline of the Former Mast, is one which is considered to be No 
Effect, Neutral from the surrounding landscapes, on account of there 
being no perceptible change.   

5.28 Detailed consideration of potential effects upon character beyond 
these areas is not considered necessary.  Overall, however, at 
greater distances from the site, the more visually permeable lattice 
construction of the Proposed Mast, is likely to be more recessive than 
its predecessor, which is considered to be an improvement.   

Summary of Landscape Effects  

Receptor Sensitivity 
Development 

Phase 

Magnitude 

of change 
Level of Effect 

Landscape Designations 

North York Moors 

National Park 

Within and up to 

300-500m from 

the site 

Very High 

Construction Very Low Minor adverse 

Operation Very Low No Effect, Neutral 

Landscape Features within the Site 

Landform and 

topography  
Very High 

Construction No change No Effect, Neutral 

Operation No change No Effect, Neutral 

Land use, 

Buildings and 

Infrastructure 

Very High 

Construction Very Low Minor adverse 

Operation 
Very Low Minor adverse 

Vegetation  Very High 

Construction 
Low Minor/Moderate 

adverse 

Operation 
Low Minor/Moderate 

adverse 

Landscape Character    

NCA 25 North York 

Moors and 

Cleveland Hills 

Within and up to 

300-500m from 

the site 

Very High 

Construction Very Low 

 

Minor adverse 

Operation 

 

Very Low 

 

Minor adverse 

LCA 1a Western 

Moors 

Within and up to 

300-500m from 

the site 

Very High Construction Low Moderate adverse 

Very High Operation Very Low No Effect, Neutral 

LCA 1a Western 

Moors 

Beyond 300-500m 

Very High Construction 
Very Low/ No 

change 

Minor adverse/ 

No Effect, Neutral 

Very High Operation Very Low Minor adverse 

LCA 1a Western 

Moors 

Within the 

compound and 

stay lanes 

Very High Operation 

 

 

Very Low 

 

 

Minor adverse 

LCA 1a Western 

Moors 

Overall 

Very High Operation 

 

Very Low 

 

No Effect, Neutral 

Other LCAs within 

10km 
Very High 

Construction No change No Effect, Neutral 

Operation No change No Effect, Neutral 

 

  Figure 11: Summary Table  of Landscape Effects
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Figure 12:  ZTV with Viewpoint Locations 
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1km to the east of the site and the unnamed properties and property 
of Coniser which lies 1.2km to the east of the site.  The properties 
beyond this experience the greatest views towards the site. However, 
the Proposed Mast offers some betterment due to the height reduction 
of 7.8m to that of the Former Mast.  It is noted that the Proposed Mast 
is wider at the base of the mast but even from relatively close distances 
this is unlikely to be discernible.

6.7 Residential receptors are considered to be of high sensitivity.  At 
construction there would be Medium Low magnitude of change which 
gives rise to localised Moderate adverse effects as there would be an 
increase in vehicles accessing the site and machinery needed to erect 
the Proposed Mast that have the potential to be visible from a number 
of residential receptors.  The baseline view will include the temporary 
Station Tower mast to the east of the compound and the Proposed 
Mast will be seen alongside this during its construction.  These effects 
are temporary.  

6.8 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No change, as the construction vehicles will no longer 
be present and the temporary mast “Station Tower’ will have been 
removed. This would result in a No Effect, Neutral effect, as although 
there are differences in the detail of the design of the Proposed Mast 
from that existing, the effects brought about by the Proposed Mast are 
comparable to the Former Mast in scale and location.  These effects 
are long term and permanent.

Settlements and Properties within 2km and 5km of the site

6.9 Fangdale Beck is a small village that lies just over 2km to the south 
east of the site.  Chop Gate, a small village lies just over 3km to the 
north east of the site.  Both villages would experience open views 
towards the Proposed Mast depending on the orientation of the 
property.  These residential receptors will experience very little change 
brought about by the Proposed Mast than that of the Former Mast as 
the characteristics are comparable in height. The lattice structure of 
the Proposed Mast makes the mast more visually permeable within 
the landscape.

6.10 Between 2km and 5km there are a number of individual properties 
and farmsteads which are scattered throughout the landscape but 
concentrated in the Bilsdale Valley which lies between the upland 
areas of Bilsdale West Moor and Bilsdale East Moor.  Some of the 
properties are situated on sloping ground giving them an elevated 
position where the Proposed Mast would be visible, noting that these 
properties would have already experienced the same visibility from the 
Former Mast.  Some properties are situated around vegetation such as 
trees and woodland planting which will assist with partially restricting 
views towards the site. Where there is limited vegetation screening 
from either vegetation or topography then there would be clear open 
views towards the Proposed Mast, over the views would be the same 
as that already experienced by the properties and farms from that of 
the original mast.   Viewpoints 10 and 11 in Appendix C represent views 
from these receptors.

6.11 Residential receptors are considered to be of high sensitivity.  At 

06 VISUAL AMENITY
6.1 Site visits during September and November 2021 demonstrated that 

views towards the site within the local and surrounding area were 
available from all directions due to the height of the Former Mast and 
its position on elevated land of Bilsdale West Moor.  There are places in 
which the Former Mast is not visible due to a combination of  features 
including landform and intervening vegetation mainly woodland block 
planting.

6.2 Photographs from viewpoints located on Figure 12 are contained at 
Appendix C.  They illustrate the views towards the site as of November 
2021, after the Former Mast was demolished.  They are not a true 
representation of the baseline against which the landscape or visual 
effects are assessed, however they illustrate the nature of views from 
publicly accessible locations such as roads, PRoW, open access areas 
within the study area.  Appendix D contains a number of photographs 
from viewpoints 9 - 13 which were taken prior to the demolition of the 
Former Mast and provide a record of the scale and visibility of that 
mast from locations within the study area.

6.3 Considering the scale of the Proposed Mast and the extent of the study 
area within which views are available towards it, for the purpose of this 
visual amenity section the assessment has been split in to concentric 
rings from the study area.  These are up to 2km, 2-5km, 5-10km and 
10-20km.  Each receptor group, residential, recreational routes and 
cycle routes and roads all are considered and assessed using this 
approach.

Views from residential receptors

Properties within 2km of the site

6.4 Within 2km of the Proposed Mast location, which is situated in exactly 
the same location to that of the Former Mast there are a number 
of individual properties and farmsteads. These are predominantly 
concentrated to the east of the site in the Bilsdale Valley.   The nearest 
of these properties to the site is Stingmires at 1km  to the east and 
cluster of unnamed properties and named property of Coniser 1.2km 
to the east of the site.  Stable Holme 1.6km and a cluster of unnamed 
properties, including The Grange at 1.8km to the east of the site. High 
Ewecote lies 1.8km to the east of the site. An unnamed property lies 
1.2km to the east near to Cross Holme  Farm which lies 1.5km to the 
east of the site.  

6.5 Low Thornhill and Oak House lies 2km to the east of the site and the 
B1257.  Stone House lies 1.8km and Low Mill lies 1.9km to the south 
east of the site.  Crookleith Farms lies 1.5km to the north of the site.

6.6 Many of these properties have limited vegetation surrounding the 
properties or farms.  There is the occasional tree and groups of trees 
which run close to the properties and depending on the properties  
orientation from site interrupt the direct view towards the site.  The 
properties closer to the mast at the foot of Bilsdale West Moor would 
have limited views of the mast due to the topography screening created 
by the rising landform. These properties include Stingmires, that lies 

construction there would be Low magnitude of change which gives 
rise to localised Moderate/Minor effects as there would be an 
increase in vehicles accessing the site and machinery needed to erect 
the Proposed Mast that have the potential to be visible from a number 
of residential receptors.  The temporary mast “Station Tower” will 
remain until the proposed replacement tower is erected. These effects 
are temporary and short term.  

6.12 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No change , which results in No Effect, Neutral effects, 
as the effects brought about by the Proposed Mast are comparable to 
the Former Mast that these residential receptors experience in their 
view.  The temporary “Station Tower’ will be removed once the Proposed 
Mast is operational. These effects are long term and permanent.

Settlements and Properties between 5km  and 10km of the site

6.13 There are a number of small hamlets and villages which include Urra 
and Kirkby to the north of the site.  Laskill and Hawnby to the south 
of the site.  Osmotherley lies to the west of the site and Swainby is 
situated to the north west of the site. 

6.14 There are individual properties and farmsteads which are scattered 
throughout the study area between 5 and 10km from the site.  They are 
principally concentrated within the valley bottoms which lie between 
the upland moorland areas and the lower lying areas towards the 
western part of the study area. 

6.15 Some settlements and individual properties and farmsteads are 
screened by topography and or tree and woodland block planting 
particularly those that are western and northern part of the 10km 
study area where the topography restricts views of the site. There are 
areas in the southern and eastern part of the study area, mainly in the 
valleys that would have no visibility of the site.  These areas are not 
considered further in the assessment. 

6.16 For the settlements, properties and farmsteads that have the potential 
for visibility as illustrated by the ZTV, as shown in Figure 12. There 
would be no change in the overall view of the Proposed Mast from 
that already experienced by the Former Mast.  The further away you 
are from the mast the features on the mast would not be discernible.  
Viewpoints 3 and 10 in Appendix C represent views from these receptors

6.17 Residential receptors are considered to be of high sensitivity.  At 
construction there would be Very Low/no change magnitude of 
change.  The temporary mast ‘Station Tower’ would be present during 
this stage of the project until the proposed replacement tower was 
fully operational.   From this distance the activity associated within the 
compound would not be visible but as the Proposed Mast is erected 
there is potential for construction activity when the mast is being 
erected. This could potentially give rise to Minor/No Effect, Neutral 
effects, although at such distances, activity at the site is unlikely to be 
appreciated. These effects are temporary and short term.  

6.18 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No change, which results in No Effect, Neutral effects, 
as the effects brought about by the Proposed Mast are comparable to 
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the Former Mast that these residential receptors experience in their 
view, there would be a slight betterment brought about by the reduction 
in height of the proposed replacement situation to that of the existing 
baseline situation.  These effects are long term and permanent.

Settlements and Properties between 10km and 20km of the site

6.19 There are a number of larger settlements including Guisborough to 
the north and Northallerton to the west of the site.  Helmsley and 
Kirkbymoorside lie to the south of the site.  There are a number of 
smaller settlements which are scattered throughout the 10-20km 
study area.  The majority of these are concentrated to the north, south 
and west of the site in the lower lying areas.  The ZTV, as shown on 
Figure 12 illustrates that there are areas in all directions of the site 
within a 10-20km radius where there would be no visibility of the of 
Proposed Mast.  These are mainly located within the lower lying areas 
and within the valleys between the moorland where topography limits 
the extent of the visibility.  

6.20 Within the 10-20km radius of the Proposed Mast there are a number of 
groups and individual properties and farmsteads that are concentrated 
throughout this area that have potential for visibility of the Proposed 
Mast but its important to state that these properties, farmsteads and 
settlements will have experienced the same views and effects to that of 
the Former Mast and in part the Proposed Mast is a betterment to the 
existing situation due to a  small reduction in height and design of the 
structure of the Proposed Mast. Viewpoint 7 in Appendix C represent 
views from these receptors.

6.21 Residential receptors are considered to be of high sensitivity.  At 
construction there is potential for visibility from certain locations, 
therefore the magnitude of change is considered to be so diminutive 
that there would be no perceptible change, which would give rise to 
No Effect, Neutral effect. These effects are temporary and short term.  
The further away from the site the magnitude of change and effects 
would continue to reduce.

6.22 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of 
change would reduce to No change, which would result in No Effect, 
Neutral effects, as the effects brought about by the Proposed Mast 
are comparable to the Former Mast that these residential receptors 
experience in their view, there would be a slight betterment brought 
about by the reduction in height of the proposed replacement situation 
to that of the existing baseline situation.  These effects are long term 
and permanent.

Views from Public Rights of Way (PRoW), Open Access Land 
(OAL) and Cycle Routes

Public Rights of Way and Cycle Routes within 2km of the site

6.23 Within 2km of the Proposed Mast location, which is situated in exactly 
the same location to that of the Former Mast there are a number of 
PRoW in all directions of the site, with many positioned on the elevated 
ground of Bilsdale West Moor and Snilesworth Moor and the lower 
lying ground of Bilsdale valley which lies to the east of Bilsdale West 
Moor.  The nearest PRoW lies 317m and 328m to the south east of the 

is that the construction activity to the compound won’t be visible and 
in this scale of landscape, construction vehicles quickly become very 
small elements within it.  These effects are temporary and short term.  

6.29 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to Very Low, resulting in localised Minor effects from 
PRoW within up to 300-500m of the site, the temporary mast will 
have been removed from view and construction activity has ceased.  
From PRoW and Open Access Areas between 300-500m and 2km, 
the magnitude of change would be no change, resulting in No Effect, 
Neutral effects, as there would be no change in the view brought about 
by the Proposed Mast to that experienced by the recreational users 
from the Former Mast.  These effects are long term and permanent.

Public Rights of Way and Cycle Routes within 2km to 5km of the site

6.30 Between 2 and 5km of the Proposed Mast location, there are a number 
of PRoW in all directions of the site.  Many of the PRoW are situated on 
the elevated moorlands of Bilsdale East Moor, East Moors, Helmsley 
Moor, Hawnby Moor,  Snilesworth Moor, Arden Great Moor and 
Whorlton Moor. North west of the site there is limited PRoW.

6.31 Much of the moorland is classified as Open Access Land which 
provides areas for walking and recreation. There are a number of 
PRoW within the Bilsdale and Bransdale  Valleys,  which lie to the east 
of the site.  However there is limited visibility from the Bransdale Valley 
as illustrated by the ZTV as shown in Figure 12.

6.32 Sustrans National Cycle Route 656 (NCR 656)  lies approximately 3.5km 
to the west of the site at its closest point.  There would be visibility of 
the Proposed Mast but this would be the same as those experienced 
of the Former Mast.  The extent of the mast that is visible depends on 
topography screening at each point of the route. 

6.33 From these distances the existing compound at the base of the 
Proposed Mast would not be discernible in the view.  The Proposed Mast 
would be fully visible from the elevated locations on the moorland.  The 
users of the PRoW and Open Access Land will experience views of the 
existing (although now demolished)mast.  There is a slight betterment 
in the Proposed Mast due to the reduction in the overall mast height, 
although this is unlikely to be particularly appreciable.  The change in 
the detailed design of the Proposed Mast is considered to be beneficial 
in that it will be  more visually permeable and assimilate more with the 
sky against which it is seen.  

6.34 At construction the PRoW, Open Access Land and cyclists on the 
NCR 656 between 2 and 5km of the site would have a Low magnitude 
of change which would give rise to Moderate/Minor effects as the 
temporary mast “Station Tower’ would be visible alongside the 
constructed Proposed Mast which would be visible from all directions 
of the site.  These effects are temporary and short term.   

6.35 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No Change, resulting in No Effect, Neutral effects 
from PRoW and Open Access Areas on PRoW within 2 to 5km of the 
site as there would be no change in the view brought about by the 
Proposed Mast to that experienced by the recreational users from 

site and there is one 362m to the north of the site.  The Bilsdale Circuit 
Long Distance Footpath lies 583m at its nearest point to the west of 
the site (on which Viewpoint 1d is located).  Some of the PRoW are 
situated on slightly higher ground and would have full visibility of the 
replacement tower, where as some of the PRoW on lower elevations 
as the topography slopes away will still see the Proposed Mast but  
the base of the mast and ancillary buildings would not be visible.  
The majority of the Bilsdale West Moor and Snileworth Moor is open 
access land which allows people to access the land for recreation on 
foot.   Viewpoints 1a, 1b, 1c and 1d in Appendix C represent views from 
these receptors.

6.24 There would be a reduction of the number of ancillary buildings from the 
existing situation from PRoW and Open Access Land on Bilsdale West 
Moor and Snilesworth Moor.  The difference in design and construction 
of the Proposed Mast would be more apparent from PRoW and Open 
Access land the closer you are to the base of the mast, however the 
slightly lower height and slightly wider base are considered to be so 
diminutive that these are aspects of the proposed design which will be 
barely appreciable to receptors travelling along routes in these areas.  
The further away the viewer is from the mast the less apparent this 
will be.

6.25 The PRoW on the eastern slopes of Bilsdale West Moor would likely 
only see part of the Proposed Mast due to the landform screening.  
The base of mast and existing ancillary buildings would not be visible.  
This would be the same view experienced by the Former Mast from 
these PRoW.  There would be no visibility of the compound area as the 
topography slopes away from Bilsdale West Moor and into Bilsdale 
Valley, which is consistent with the existing baseline situation.  
The Proposed Mast will be visible from users of the PRoW but are 
substantially the same as that already experienced by the Former 
Mast due to its similar design characteristics.  The Proposed Mast 
offers a slight betterment due to the reduction in height and reduction, 
greater permeability of its structure.

6.26 PRoW and OAL are considered to be of High sensitivity, with occasional 
Very High Sensitivity where routes may have an advertised viewpoint or  
information board which places focus upon a specific view.  

6.27 At construction the PRoW and Open Access Land on Bilsdale West 
Moor and Snilesworth Moor would have a High magnitude of change 
for receptors in locations within approximately 300-500m from the site 
Red Line Boundary which would give rise to localised Major effects 
as there would be an increase in construction activities from vehicles 
accessing the site and machinery required to erect the Proposed Mast, 
some of which utilise routes along which PRoW are located.  The 
temporary mast  “Station Tower’ would be visible as it would be present 
whilst the Proposed Mast is erected.  These effects are temporary. 

6.28 During construction the PRoW and Open Access Areas beyond areas 
local to the site (approximately 300-500m away), up to approximately 
2km on the slopes of Bilsdale West Moor and into Bilsdale Valley, the 
magnitude of change is considered to reduce to medium/low, giving 
rise to Moderate/Minor effects during the construction phase of the 
project.  The reduction in magnitude and effects from these locations 
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the Former Mast.  The ‘Station Tower’ would be removed once the 
Proposed Mast is fully operational.  These effects are long term and 
permanent.

Public Rights of Way and Cycle Routes within 5km to 10km of the site

6.36 Between 5 and 10km there a number of PRoW and areas of Open 
Access Land concentrated on moorland areas in all directions of the 
site and within the valleys which lie between these upland areas. In 
addition to this the Cleveland Way National Trail, which also forms 
part of the Wild Yorkshire Way, White Rose Challenge and Shepherds 
Round which is located 7km to the west of the Bilsdale Transmission 
Tower.  Hambleton Hobble Long distance footpath is just over 7km to 
the west of the site.  The Rosedale Circuit Long Distance Footpath is 
located 5.5km to the east of the site.  

6.37 Sustrans National Cycle Route 65 (NCR 65) lies 7.3km to the west of 
the site at its closet point. 

6.38 Not all of the PRoW and Cycle routes mentioned are covered by the 
ZTV as shown in Figure 12 due to screening offered by topography as 
the routes cross the varied landscape.

6.39 From these distances the existing compound and reduction of ancillary 
buildings will not be visible from these locations.  The Proposed Mast 
will be visible in the view but there would be no additional change in 
the view from that already experienced by the Former Mast.  The detail 
on the mast will not be discernible at these distances.  Views from 
elevated positions, particularly on the moorland are likely to see more 
of the tower than lower lying areas as the views will be more open and 
panoramic in nature.  Viewpoints 2, 4 and 5 in Appendix C represent 
views from these receptors.

6.40 PRoW, NCR 65 and Open Access Areas are considered to be of High 
sensitivity.  At construction the PRoW and Open Access Land within 5 
and 10km of the site would have a Very Low/No change magnitude of 
change which would give rise to Minor adverse/No Effect, Neutral 
effects, as the temporary mast ‘Station Tower’ would be visible 
alongside the constructed Proposed Mast which would be visible from 
all directions of the site.  These effects are temporary and short term.  

6.41 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No Change, resulting in No Effect, Neutral effects 
from PRoW and Open Access Areas within 5 to 10km of the site.  There 
would be no change in the view brought about by the Proposed Mast 
to that experienced by the recreational users from the Former Mast.  
The ‘Station Tower’ would be removed. These effects are long term 
and permanent.

Public Rights of Way and Cycle Routes within 10km to 20km of the site

6.42 Within a radius of 10 to 20km of the site there are a number of PRoW 
and Open Access Land, which is located to the north, east and south. 
Sustrans National Cycle Route 165 and 65 lie to the north of the site 
and National Cycle Route 71, 657 and 65 with the 10-20km radius of 
site.  There are areas within the 10-20km radius of site that do not 
have visibility of the Proposed Mast, these include areas to the north 
east and east of the site and to areas between 10-15km radius of site 

to the north, south and west.  This is illustrated in the ZTV as shown in 
Figure 12.  These areas are screened by topography of higher ground 
within the NYMNP.  

6.43 From these distances the existing compound and the reduction 
of ancillary buildings will not be visible from these locations.  The 
Proposed Mast will be will be visible in the view from a number of these 
footpaths, cycle routes and open access land, but not necessarily for 
the routes entire length, as there may be other intervening features 
including vegetation and built form.  However, there would be no 
additional change in the view from that already experienced by the 
Former Mast due to the scale being similar.  The detail on the mast 
will not be discernible at these distances.  

6.44 At construction at a distance between 10-20km there would be No 
change, which would give rise to No Effect, Neutral effects, as the 
temporary mast ‘Station Tower’ would be visible alongside the 
constructed Proposed Mast which would be visible from all directions 
of the site.  These effects are temporary and short term.  

6.45 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No Change, resulting in No Effect, Neutral effects 
from PRoW Open Access Areas, Sustrans National Cycle Route  within 
10 and 20km of the site.  There would be no change in the view brought 
about by the Proposed Mast to that experienced by the recreational 
users from the Former Mast.  The ‘Station Tower’ will also have been 
removed.  These effects are long term and permanent.

Views from the local road network

Local Road Network within 2km of the site

6.46 Parts of the B1257 are approximately 1.8km to the east of the site, 
running through the Bilsdale Valley.  The road runs in a north to south 
direction through the study area.  Viewpoint11 in Appendix C represent 
views from receptors along this road (although the viewpoint is from a 
location off the road itself).

6.47 There are some locations where there are open views from the road 
in the direction of the site, but some views are also interrupted by 
woodland blocks and the way the road meanders through the valley 
means that views are intermittent for these transient receptors.  The 
views experienced of the replacement tower would be comparable 
with that of the existing. The Proposed Mast offers slight betterment 
due to a decrease in the overall mast hight and it is considered that 
the construction detail in the form of a visually permeable lattice 
structure, will be less apparent in views than the Former Mast.  The 
existing compound area and reduction in ancillary buildings will not be 
discernible in the view.

6.48 The users of the B1257 is considered to be of high sensitivity due to 
this being considered to be a principal tourist route within the North 
York Moors National Park, along which there are viewpoints (such at 
Viewpoint 12).  Although it is noted that receptors along the route are 
transient.  During the construction phase of the project the views the 
magnitude of change is considered to be Low, as there is potential for  
some change in the view from construction activity for the erection 

of the mast and the temporary mast ‘Station Tower’ would still be 
present whilst the Proposed Mast is erected.  The overall effect would 
be Moderate/Minor.  These effects are temporary and short term.  

6.49 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No change, resulting in No Effect, Neutral effects 
from the B1257. The  temporary mast ‘Station Tower’ will have been 
removed and the Proposed Mast and original mast are similar in 
height so users of the B1257 would experience much the same view 
as before.  These effects are long term and permanent, albeit that 
the lattice construction of the Proposed Mast would mean that the 
structure is better assimilated with its skyline. 

Local Road Network within 2km to 5km of the site

6.50 The B1257 continues to runs through the study area between the 
distances of 2 and 5km.  There is part of an unnamed road which runs 
to the south west of the site that connects Snilesworth  to the west  and 
Hawnby to the south of the site.  

6.51 There are a further three unnamed roads, one that runs to the north 
of the site and connects Chop Gate to A172 to the north west of the 
site.  The second unnamed road connects Fangdale Beck to the B1257 
within the Bilsdale Valley.  The third unnamed road connects Urra to 
the B1257 to the north of the site. Viewpoints 10 and 11 in Appendix C 
represent views from these receptors.

6.52 There are a number of private drives off the B1257 and minor roads 
which lead to properties and farmsteads which are scattered throughout 
the 2 to 5km study area from site.  These are not considered as part of 
the assessment as they are privately accessed.

6.53 From all of these roads there are occasional open views towards the 
site, with some views partly obscured by topography, vegetation or 
other intervening features such as dwellings and farm buildings.  The 
views experienced from the replacement tower would be the same as 
the original mast due to the height being similar. The Proposed Mast 
offers slight betterment due to a decrease in the overall mast height 
and more visually permeable construction.  The existing compound 
area and reduction in ancillary buildings will not be visible in the view.

6.54 The B1257 and minor roads would have a high sensitivity due to the 
nature of the views experienced whilst travelling through the NYMNP.  
During the construction phase of the project the magnitude of change 
is considered to be Low, as there would some change in the view from 
construction activity for the erection of the mast and the temporary 
mast ‘Station Tower’ would still be present whilst the Proposed Mast 
is erected.  The overall effect would be Minor.  These effects are 
temporary and short term.  

6.55 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No change, resulting in No Effect, Neutral effects 
from the B1257 and minor roads.  The temporary mast ‘Station Tower’ 
will have been removed and the Proposed Mast and original mast 
are similar in height so users of the B1257 and minor roads would 
experience the same view as before.  These effects are long term and 
permanent.
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Local Road Network within 5km to 10km of the site

6.56 The A172 runs on the most north westerly edge of the 10km radius 
of site.   From this section of road there would be no visibility of the 
Proposed Mast, as shown in the ZTV on Figure 12 and is therefore not 
considered further in the assessment.

6.57 The B1257 continues to runs through the study area between the 
distances of 5 and 10km.  There is part of an unnamed road which 
runs to the north of the site and connects Chop Gate to A172 to the 
north west of the site. 

6.58 There is part of a unnamed road which runs in the south west of the 
site that connects Snilesworth to the west and Osmotherley to the 
north west of the site and Hawnby in the south.  There is also a network  
of minor unnamed roads within the Bransdale Valley which connect 
Cockayne to the north east of the site which eventually connect to 
Helmsley and Kirkbymoorside which lie outside of the 10km radius of 
the site.  There are sections of these roads that do not have visibility of 
the Proposed Mast due to the intervening topography of the moorland 
areas.  Viewpoints 3, 9, 10, 12 and 13 in Appendix C represent views 
from receptors ion these routes.

6.59 From all the roads considered in the assessment within the 5 to10km 
radius of the site there would be views of the Proposed Mast, however 
these views would be the same as those already experienced by the 
Former Mast.  The detail on the Proposed Mast will not be discernible 
at these distances.  The Proposed Mast offers slight betterment due 
to a decrease in the overall mast height.  The existing compound area 
and reduction in ancillary buildings will not be visible in the view.  

6.60 The B1257 and minor roads would have a high sensitivity due to the 
nature of the views experienced whilst travelling through the North 
York Moors National Park.  During the construction phase of the project 
the views the magnitude of change is considered to be Very Low/No 
change, as there would some change in the view from construction 
activity for the erection of the mast and the temporary mast ‘Station 
Tower’ would still be present whilst the Proposed Mast is erected.  
The overall effect would be Minor adverse, No effect, Neutral.  These 
effects are temporary and short term.  

6.61 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No change, resulting in No Effect, Neutral effects 
from the B1257 and minor roads, as the temporary mast ‘Station 
Tower’ will have been removed and the Proposed Mast and original 
mast are similar in height so users of the B1257 and minor roads 
would experience the same view as before.  These effects are long 
term and permanent.

Local Road Network within 10km and 20km of the site

6.62 The A19 runs to the west, running in a north to south direction, the A172 
runs to the north, A173 and the A171 and A174  lies on the northern 
edge of the 20km radius from site. The A170 lies to the south of the 
site within the 10-20km radius of site.  The road runs in a west to east 
direction, passing through Helmsley and Kirkbymoorside.

6.63 The A168, A167 and A684 lie to the west, north west and south west of 

 

 

Summary of Visual Effects 
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2km of the site 

High 

Construction Medium/Low Moderate adverse 

Operation 
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/No change 
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the site 

High 
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Operation No change 
No Effect, Neutral 
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within 5-10km 
of the site 

High 
Construction 

Very Low/No 
change 

Minor adverse/No 
Effect, Neutral 

Operation No Change 
 

No Effect, Neutral 
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and Properties 
within 10-20km 
of the site 

High 

Construction No change No Effect, Neutral 

Operation 
No Change No Effect, Neutral 
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Routes upto 
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High 
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Major adverse 
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Very Low 
 

 
Minor adverse 

Footpaths, 
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500m to 2km  

High 

Construction 
 

Medium/Low 
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Operation 
 

No Change 
 

 
No Effect, Neutral 

Footpaths, 
Open Access 
Land and Cycle 
Routes within 2 
-5km of the site 

High 

Construction 
Low Moderate/Minor 

adverse 

Operation 
No Change No Effect, Neutral  

Footpaths, 
Open Access 
Land and Cycle 
Routes within 
5-10km of the 
site 

High 

Construction 
Very Low/No 

change 

Minor adverse/No 
Effect, Neutral 

Operation 

 
No Change 

 
No Effect, Neutral  

Footpaths, 
Open Access 
land and Cycle 
Routes within 
10-20km of the 
site 

 
 

High 

Construction No change No Effect, Neutral 

Operation 
 

No Change 
 

No Effect, Neutral  

Road users  

Local Road 
Network within 
2km of the site 

High 
Construction 

Low Moderate/Minor 
adverse 

Operation 
No Change No Effect, Neutral  

Local Road 
Network within 
2-5km of the 
site 

High 

Construction Very Low Minor adverse 

Operation 
No Change No Effect, Neutral  

Local Road 
Network within 
5-10km of the 
site 

High 
Construction 

Very Low/No 
change 

Minor adverse/No 
Effect, Neutral 

Operation 
No Change No Effect, Neutral  

the site within the 10- 20km radius of the site.  There are sections of 
the A19 and part of the A170, and A172 where there is no visibility of 
the Proposed Mast, as illustrated in the ZTV on Figure 12.   The B1365, 
B1292, B1257 and B1267 which lie in the northern part f the 10-20km 
radius of site and the B1363 to the south of the site within the 10-20km 
radius of site. Viewpoints 6, 7 and 8 in Appendix C represent views from 
these receptors.

6.64 There are a network of minor unnamed roads which connect between 
these ‘A’ and ‘B’ roads  to access settlements and individual properties 
and farmsteads which lie within the 10-20km radius of site.  Some 
of the minor roads within the parts of the northern, eastern, south 
western and western part of the 10-20km radius of site would have no 
visibility of the Proposed Mast as illustrated in the ZTV on Figure 12.

6.65 There would be views of the mast but noting these are at such distance 
that when travelling, it may not be particularly apparent.  The features 
on the mast would not be discernible at this distance.  Due to the 
transient nature of the views and other intervening features such as 
vegetation,  built form and other intervening features whilst travelling 
along these roads the Proposed Mast will not be a readily apparent 
element in the view.  The views of the Proposed Mast are comparable 
to those already experienced from Former Mast due to the similar 
height.  

6.66 Some of the roads at these distances are beyond the National Park 
boundary and whereby the sensitivity of users would be as denoted in 
the methodology at Appendix A.  However, given that some parts may 
fall within the National Park, as a worst-case, users on these routes 
are considered to be of Medium/High sensitivity.  

6.67 During the construction phase of the project the views the magnitude 
of change is considered to be Very Low, as there would some change 
in the view from construction activity for the erection of the mast and 
the temporary mast ‘ Station Tower’ would still be present whilst the 
Proposed Mast is erected.  The overall effect would be Minor/No 
change on users of the ‘A’ roads. The overall effect would be Minor 
for  ‘B’ roads and minor roads.  These effects are temporary and short 
term.  

6.68 During the operational phase of the project the magnitude of change 
would reduce to No change, resulting in No Effect, Neutral effects on 
both ‘A’, ‘B’ and minor roads, as the temporary mast ‘Station Tower’ 
will have been removed and the Proposed Mast and original mast are 
similar in height so users of these roads would experience the same 
view as before.  These effects are long term and permanent.

6.69 The assessment tables below summarise the visual effects.

Figure 13:  Summary of Visual Effects

Receptor Sensitivity  
Development 
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Medium/ 
High 

Construction No change No Effect, Neutral 

Operation 
No Change No Effect, Neutral  

Local Road 
Network within 
10-20km of the 
site (B roads) 

Medium/ 
High 

Construction Very Low Minor adverse 

Operation 
No Change No Effect, Neutral  
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07 NORTH YORK MOORS NATIONAL 
PARK SPECIAL QUALITIES

7.1 The NYMNP have set their vision with the North York Moors National 
Park Management Plan,  A Wider View, adopted November 2012 and 
reviewed December 2016.  The vision is set out below:

• A place managed with care and concern for future generations; 

• A place where the diversity and distinctiveness of the landscape, 
villages and buildings is cherished;

• A place where biological and cultural diversity, and other special 
qualities are conserved and enhanced; 

• A place where the environment and way of life is respected and 
understood;

• A place where communities are more self sustaining and economic 
activity engenders environmental and recreational benefits; 

• A place that is special to people and that provides pleasure, 
inspiration and spiritual well being; where calm and quality of life 
are celebrated; 

• A place where visitors are welcome and cultural and recreational 
opportunities and experiences are accessible; 

• A place that continues to adapt to change whilst National Park 
purposes continue to be furthered and pursued; and 

• A place where natural resources are managed sustainably and 
environmental limits are recognised.

7.2 The second National Park purpose refers to the promotion of 
opportunities for the ‘understanding and enjoyment of the special 
qualities’.  The special qualities have been defined in the extract below, 
taken from the North York Moors National Park Management Plan, 
(Page 8) as shown in Figure 13.

7.3 The key consideration on the impacts upon the NYMNP on its Special 
Qualities.  The management plan sets out  how it will conserve and 
enhance through a number of topics, the ones relevant to this LVIA are 
landscape and tranquillity.

7.4 The landscapes aim is to ‘The landscape character and quality will 
be maintained and reinforced, in particular distinctiveness of the 
landscape character areas will be conserved’.

7.5 It sets out a number of policies to maintain, enhance and conserve 
which are set out on Page 24 of the NYMNP Management Plan. 
Policies E1 and E3 are both relevant to the development in conserving 
and enhancing landscape character and that new development will 
not have a detrimental impact on the landscape of the National Park.

7.6 Within the NYMNP Management Plan there is a section of tranquillity.  
The aim is ‘The north York Moors will continue to be a place of 
tranquillity, remoteness and dark night skies, providing opportunities 
for spiritual refreshment’.

7.7 It sets out a number of policies set out on Page 40 of the NYMNP 
Management Plan. Policies E19, Existing tranquil areas will be 
protected and expended where possible and Policy E20, Dark skies will 
be protected and improved.  New development in the National Park 
will not cause unacceptable light or noise pollution.

Construction Effects

7.8 During the construction phase of the development there will be the 
presence of construction vehicles and activity on the site.  There will 
also be a reduction in the number of ancillary buildings on site.  The 
Station Tower temporary mast to the east will be in the baseline.  
The Station Tower mast will remain during the construction phase 
of the project until the Proposed Mast is operational and during the 
construction phase, the Proposed Mast will introduce a second, taller 
visual element into the NYMNP, however this is temporary in nature.  

7.9 The magnitude of change is considered to be Low/Moderate, resulting 
in Moderate adverse effects at construction, though mainly localised.  
These effects are temporary and short term.

7.10 To facilitate the installation of three new anchor points and utilisation of 
existing anchor points, new areas of whinstone gravel with sandstone 
topping are proposed.  These can be seen on Figure 4.  These will 
remove localised areas of moorland. The magnitude of change is 
considered to be Low/Moderate, resulting in Moderate adverse effects 
at construction, though localised.  These effects are assumed to be 

Figure 14:  Extract of Special Qualities from North York Moors National Park 
Management Plan, 2012

permanent and long term.  

7.11 During the operational phase of the development the Station Mast 
would be removed and all construction activity will have ceased.  This 
reduces the magnitude to Very Low, this would result in Minor effects 
during the operational phase of the development.  The Proposed Mast 
offers some betterment due to a 7.8m reduction in height from that of 
the Former Mast and a reduction in the amount of ancillary buildings 
within the site compound at the base of the tower.  The lattice structure 
of the Proposed Mast is visually permeable in the landscape compared 
to the solid structure of the Former Mast. 

Operational Effects

7.12 The Proposed Mast would not give rise to any additional effects or 
impact on the vision and management set out within the NYMNP 
Management Plan as the replacement tower is slightly lower than that 
of the Former Mast.  The Proposed Mast offers slight betterment in 
terms of a 7.8m height reduction on the mast itself and the number of 
ancillary buildings at the base of the mast within the existing compound 
are to be reduced.

7.13 The proposed lighting on the mast would have one extra level of 
lighting  and a very slight increase in the overall height of the lights 
on the Proposed Mast of 4m. The intensity of the lighting remains the 
same as the Former Mast.  There will be a low magnitude of change. 
With a very high sensitivity this would result in a Minor adverse effect 
on the NYMNP, which achieved International Dark Sky Reserve status 
in 2020.



24        BRS.1526  | BILSDALE TRANSMISSION STATION |  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT

08 NIGHT TIME EFFECTS
8.1 The Proposed Mast would have one additional layer of lighting and there 

would be a slight increase (4m) in the height of the lights compared to 
that of the Former Mast.  The intensity of the lighting would remain the 
same as the existing lighting in operational phase, with  a short term 
benefit in the construction phase whilst no lights (from the Former 
Mast) are visible.   

8.2 Overall, at operation, where views incorporate the mast, there would 
be six levels of lighting, rather than the previous five, for safety reasons 
incorporated into the design.  The very small increase to the height of 
the upper-most lights is not considered to be appreciable.  

8.3 The magnitude of change upon both landscape character and visual 
amenity between construction and operation is considered to range 
between be Medium and Low and, combined with a high sensitivity, 
would give rise to effects which range between Moderate beneficial 
(where there are no lights), to Minor adverse (where all lighting is 
operational).  The operational effects are long term and permanent. 
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09 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
9.1 The Proposed Mast is to be constructed in the same location as the 

Former Mast within the existing compound area on Bilsdale West 
Moor.  The Proposed Mast offers a visual betterment in terms of a 
7.8m reduction in height compared to the Former Mast and there 
is also a reduction to the number of the existing ancillary buildings 
at the compound.  There are some areas of new, temporary, access 
track along the stay routes and three new permanent anchor points 
proposed.

9.2 There would be Moderate/Minor temporary construction phase effects 
on Open Access Land and vegetation.  During the operational phases 
all of these reduce to Minor or No Effect, Neutral with the exception 
of vegetation where the effects remain the same as construction.  
There would be No Effect/Neutral effects during both the construction 
and operational phases on some landscape features and Landscape 
Character Areas that fall within 10km of the site.

9.3 During construction, there are assessed to be moderate effects on 
the NYMNP Landscape Character Area 1a (within which the site is 
located).  However, these effects are highly localised to within the site 
itself, and up to between 300-500m of the site (including access tracks) 
where the vehicle movements and construction activity would be most 
apparent and exert an influence upon some of the characteristics of 
the landscape.    

9.4 The visual effects during the construction phase of the project are 
considered to be between Moderate, Moderate/Minor and Minor with 
the exception being PRoW and Open Access Areas within 300-500m 
of the site where this are some localised Major effects as a result of 
some of the access routes also being PRoW.  There would be some 
visibility of the construction activity associated with the Proposed Mast 
and removal of some of the ancillary buildings.  The temporary mast 
‘Station Tower’ would also sit alongside the Proposed Mast whilst it 
was erected, from which many of the effects are derived.  

9.5 During construction, a temporary localised major effect is identified 
for users of PRoW within approximately 300-500m of the site where 
site access is proposed to utilise routes which are also PRoW. 

9.6 However, at the operational stage of the project the temporary mast 
‘Station Tower’ would be removed and all construction activity will 
have finished, such that all visual receptors would experience Minor 
or No Effect, Neutral effects.  There would be no fundamental change 
in views from that already experienced by the Former Mast.  The 
Proposed Mast offers a slight betterment to the Former Mast in the fact 
that there is a 7.8m reduction in the overall height, more transparency 
in the lattice design and reduction in the existing ancillary buildings 
within the compound. 

9.7 The lighting effects during the early stages of construction would be 
non-existent and is a moderate beneficial effect upon the landscape 
character and dark skies within the NYMNP, and visual amenity.  
As the construction progresses this benefit would reduce to a point 
where all lights are operational and whereby a minor adverse effect 

is concluded as a result of the additional layer of lights, for safety 
reasons, on the Proposed Mast, meaning the top layer of lights are 
4m higher than previously compared to the Former Mast. This is a 
relatively minor effect overall and balanced against the other benefits 
of the design of the Proposed Mast.

9.8 As the proposed replacement tower is situated within the same 
location and is of similar (albeit slightly lower) scale and of a 
more visually permeable construction, the operational effects are 
considered to be No Effect, Neutral at worst.  During construction, the 
vehicle movements along the access routes and within the Red Line 
Boundary would be appreciable by those who are in close proximity 
to them (within approximately 300-500m), beyond which the nature 
of construction operations (principally the movements of vehicles), or 
the potential visibility of the Proposed Mast in combination with the 
Station Tower Mast, would be discernible.   

9.9 Overall, in landscape and visual impact terms, the proposed 
development, when set against the baseline of the Former Mast, is 
one which brings about limited effects.  These are overall comparable 
with its predecessor which it replaces, however it is noted that there 
are some benefits of improved design which will offer some visual 
improvement.  The effects of which we do not consider sufficient to 
warrant refusal on landscape or visual grounds. 
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APPENDIX A  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (NON- EIA SCHEME)

NATURE (SENSITIVITY) OF LANDSCAPE FEATURES
A.7 The nature or sensitivity of an individual landscape feature or element 

reflects its susceptibility to change and the value associated with it. 
Sensitivity is therefore a function of factors such as the feature’s 
quality, rarity, contribution to landscape character, degree to which 
the particular element can be replaced and cultural associations or 
designations that apply. A particular feature may be more ‘sensitive’ in 
one location than in another often as a result of local value associated 
with the feature. Therefore, it is not possible to simply place different 
types of landscape feature into sensitivity bands. Where individual 
landscape features are affected, professional judgement is used 
as far as possible to give an objective evaluation of its sensitivity. 
Justification is given for this evaluation where necessary.

A.8 The nature or sensitivity of individual landscape features has been 
described as very high, high, medium, low or very low.

NATURE (SENSITIVITY) OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
A.9 The nature or sensitivity of landscape character reflects its 

susceptibility to change and the value associated with it. It is 
essentially an expression of a landscape’s ability to accommodate 
a particular type of change. It varies depending on the physical and 
perceptual attributes of the landscape including but not necessarily 
limited to: scale; degree of openness; landform; existing land cover; 
landscape pattern and complexity; the extent of human influence in 
the landscape; the degree of remoteness/wildness; perception of 
change in the landscape; the importance of landmarks or skylines 
in the landscape; inter-visibility with and influence on surrounding 
areas; condition; rarity and scenic quality of the landscape, and the 
value placed on the landscape including any designations that may 
apply.

A.10 In this assessment, the nature or sensitivity of landscape character 
is considered with reference to a number of local character areas 
as defined in this LVIA for the purposes of this study. Information 
regarding the key characteristics of these character areas has been 
extrapolated from relevant published studies where possible but 
also informed by project specific field assessment. An assessment 
of landscape sensitivity to the development proposed has been 
undertaken employing professional judgement for relevant local 
landscape character areas.

A.11 The nature or sensitivity of landscape character has been described 
as very high, high, medium, low or very low.

INTRODUCTION
A.1 This appendix presents the assessment criteria adopted for the 

assessment of landscape and visual effects arising from the proposed 
development.

A.2 The primary source of best practice for LVIA in the UK is ‘The Guidelines 
for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment’, 3rd Edition (GLVIA3) 
(Landscape Institute and the Institute for Environmental Management 
and Assessment, 2013). The assessment criteria adopted to inform 
the assessment of effects has been developed in accordance with 
the principles established in this best practice document. It should 
however be acknowledged that GLVIA3 establishes guidelines not a 
specific methodology. The preface to GLVIA3 states:

‘This edition concentrates on principles and processes. It does not 
provide a detailed or formulaic ‘recipe’ that can be followed in every 
situation – it remains the responsibility of the professional to ensure 
that the approach and methodology adopted are appropriate to the 
task in hand.’

A.3 The criteria set out below have therefore been developed specifically 
for this assessment to ensure that the methodology is appropriate 
and fit for purpose.

A.4 The purpose of an LVIA when undertaken outside of the context of an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is to identify and describe the 
relative level of any landscape and visual effects arising as a result of 
the proposals. As confirmed in GLVIA3 Statement of Clarification 1/13 
(Landscape institute, 10th June 2013) an LVIA for development which 
has been screened as not requiring EIA should avoid concluding 
whether the effects are significant or not and this is the approach 
adopted in this assessment.

A.5 An LVIA must consider both:

• effects on the landscape as a resource in its own right (the 
landscape effects); and

• effects on specific views and visual amenity more generally (the 
visual effects).

A.6 Therefore, separate criteria are set out below for the assessment of 
landscape and visual effects.

NATURE (SENSITIVITY) OF VISUAL RECEPTORS
A.12 The nature or sensitivity of visual receptor groups reflects their 

susceptibility to change and the value associated with the specific 
view in question. Sensitivity varies depending on a number of factors 
such as the occupation of the viewer, their viewing expectations, 
duration of view and the angle or direction in which they would see 
the site. Whilst most views are valued by someone, certain viewpoints 
are particularly highly valued for either their cultural or historical 
associations and this can increase the sensitivity of the view. The 
following criteria are provided for guidance only and are not exclusive:

• Very Low Sensitivity – People engaged in industrial and com-

mercial activities or military activities.

• Low Sensitivity - People at their place of work (e.g. Offices); 

shoppers; users of trunk/major roads and passengers on 

commercial railway lines (except where these form part of a 

recognised and promoted scenic route). 

• Medium Sensitivity - Users of public rights of way and minor 

roads which do not appear to be used primarily for recreational 

activities or the specific enjoyment of the landscape; recrea-

tional activities not specifically focused on the landscape (e.g. 

Football); motel users. 

• High Sensitivity – Residents at home; users of long distance or 

recreational trails and other sign posted walks; users of public 

rights of way and minor roads which appear to be used for rec-

reational activities or the specific enjoyment of the landscape; 

users of caravan parks, camp sites and ‘destination’ hotels; 

tourist attractions with opportunities for views of the land-

scape (but not specifically focused on a particular vista); slow 

paced recreational activities which derive part of their pleasure 

from an appreciation of setting (e.g. Bowling, golf); allotments. 

• Very High Sensitivity - People at recognised vantage points 

(often with interpretation boards), people at tourist attractions 

with a focus on a specific view, visitors to historic features/

estates where the setting is important to an appreciation and 

understanding of cultural value.

A.13 It is important to appreciate that it is the visual receptor (i.e. The 
person) that has a sensitivity and not a property, public right of way 
or road. Also, the sensitivity of a receptor group is not influenced by 
the number of receptors. As an example, although many people may 
use a motorway, this does not increase the sensitivity of each 
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A.1 receptor using it. Likewise, a residential property may only have 
one person living in it but this does not reduce the sensitivity of that 
one receptor. Whilst the number of receptors affected at any given 
location may be a planning consideration, for the purposes of this 
assessment it does not alter the sensitivity of the receptor group. 

A.2 Where judgements are made about the sensitivity of assessment 
viewpoints, the sensitivity rating provided is an evaluation of the 
sensitivity of the receptor group represented by the viewpoint and not 
a reflection of the number of people who may experience the view.

A.3 For some developments (e.g. Wind energy developments) it important 
not to confuse the concept of visual sensitivity with the perception 
of the development. For example, it is recognised that some people 
consider wind turbines to be unattractive, but others enjoy the sight 
of them.

NATURE (MAGNITUDE) OF EFFECTS – GENERAL NOTE
A.4 The following discussion sets out the approach adopted in this LVIA 

in relation to a specific issue arising in GLVIA3 which requires a brief 
explanation.

A.5 Prior to the publication of GLVIA3, LVIA practice had evolved over time 
in tandem with most other environmental disciplines to consider the 
level of effect (relative significance) principally as a function of two 
factors, namely: sensitivity of the receptor and magnitude of the 
effect (the term ‘magnitude’ being a word most commonly used in 
LVIA and most other environmental disciplines to describe the size 
or scale of an effect). 

A.6 Box 3.1 on page 37 of GLVIA3 references a 2011 publication by IEMA 
entitled ‘The State of EIA Practice in the UK’ which reiterates the 
importance of considering not just the scale or size of effect but other 
factors which combine to define the ‘nature of the effect’ including 
factors such as the probability of an effect occurring and the duration, 
reversibility and spatial extent of the effect.

A.7 The flow diagram on page 39 of GLVIA3 suggests that the magnitude 
of effect is a function of three factors (the size/scale of the effect, the 
duration of the effect and the reversibility of the effect). 

A.8 For certain types of development (e.g. Residential) the proposed 
development is permanent and nonreversible. For other types of 
development (e.g. Wind and solar energy) the proposed development 
is for a time-limited period and would be largely reversible at the 

end of the scheme’s operational period. Reversibility of a proposed 
development is a material consideration in the planning balance but 
does not reduce the scale of the effect (i.e. The ‘magnitude’ in the 
traditional and commonly understood sense of the word) during the 
period in which the scheme is operational. In this regard, it would be 
incorrect to report a lesser magnitude of change to a landscape or 
view as a result of a time-limited effect or the relative reversibility of 
the effect.

A.9 For clarification, the approach taken in this LVIA has been to consider 
magnitude of effect solely as the scale or size of the effect in the 
traditional sense of the term ‘magnitude’. Having identified the 
magnitude of effect as defined above, the LVIA also describes the 
duration and reversibility of the identified effect, taking these factors 
into account as appropriate in the consideration of the relative level 
of effect.

A.10 In the context of the above discussion the following criteria have been 
adopted to describe the magnitude of effects.

NATURE (MAGNITUDE) OF EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE 
FEATURES

A.11 Professional judgement has been used as appropriate to determine 
the magnitude of direct physical effects on individual existing 
landscape features using the following criteria as guidance only:

• Very Low Magnitude of Change - Negligible loss or alter-
ation to existing landscape features;

• Low Magnitude of Change - Minor loss or alteration to 
part of an existing landscape feature;

• Medium Magnitude of Change - Some loss or alteration to 
part of an existing landscape feature; and 

• High Magnitude of Change - Major loss or major altera-
tion to an existing landscape feature.

• Very High Magnitude of Change - Total loss or alteration 
to an existing landscape feature.

NATURE (MAGNITUDE) OF EFFECTS ON LANDSCAPE 
CHARACTER

A.12 The magnitude of effect on landscape character is influenced by a 
number of factors including: the extent to which existing landscape 
features are lost or altered, the introduction of new features and the 
resulting alteration to the physical and perceptual characteristics of 
the landscape. Professional judgement has been used as appropriate 
to determine the magnitude using the following criteria as guidance 
only. In doing so, it is recognised that usually the landscape 
components in the immediate surroundings have a much stronger 
influence on the sense of landscape character than distant features 
whilst acknowledging the fact that more distant features can have an 
influence on landscape character as well.

• Very Low Magnitude of Change - Negligible loss or al-
teration to existing landscape features; no notable intro-
duction of new features into the landscape; and negligible 
change to the key physical and/or perceptual attributes of 
the landscape.

• Low Magnitude of Change - Minor loss or alteration to 
existing landscape features; introduction of minor new 
features into the landscape; or minor alteration to the key 
physical and/or perceptual attributes of the landscape.

• Medium Magnitude of Change - Some notable loss or 
alteration to existing landscape features; introduction of 
some notable new features into the landscape; or some 
notable change to the key physical and/or perceptual 
attributes of the landscape.

• High Magnitude of Change - A major loss or alteration 
to existing landscape features; introduction of major new 
features into the landscape; or a major change to the key 
physical and/or perceptual attributes of the landscape.

• Very High Magnitude of Change - Total loss or alteration 
to existing landscape features; introduction of dominant 
new features into the landscape; a very major change to 
the key physical and/or perceptual attributes of the land-
scape.
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APPENDIX A  LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT CRITERIA (NON- EIA SCHEME)

NATURE (MAGNITUDE) OF EFFECTS ON VIEWS AND VISUAL 
AMENITY

A.13 Visual effects are caused by the introduction of new elements into 
the views of a landscape or the removal of elements from the existing 
view.

A.14 Professional judgement has been used to determine the magnitude 
of impacts using the following criteria as guidance only:

• Very Low Magnitude of Change - Negligible change in 
views;

• Low Magnitude of Change - Some change in the view that 
is not prominent but visible to some visual receptors;

• Medium Magnitude of Change - Some change in the view 
that is clearly notable in the view and forms an easily 
identifiable component in the view;

• High Magnitude of Change - A major change in the view 
that is highly prominent and has a strong influence on the 
overall view.

• Very High Magnitude of Change – A change in the view 
that has a dominating or overbearing influence on the 
overall view.

A.15 Using this set of criteria, determining levels of magnitude is primarily 
dependent on how prominent the development would be in the 
landscape, and what may be judged to flow from that prominence or 
otherwise. 

A.16 For clarification, the use of the term ‘prominent’ relates to how 
noticeable the features of the development would be. This is affected 
by how close the viewpoint is to the development but not entirely 
dependent on this factor. Other modifying factors include: the focus 
of the view, visual screening and the nature and scale of other 
landscape features within the view. Rather than specifying general 
bands of distance at which the proposed development would be 
dominant, prominent or incidental to the view etc. The prominence of 
the proposed development in each view is described in detail for each 
viewpoint taking all the relevant variables into consideration. 

TYPE OF EFFECT
A.17 The assessment identifies effects which may be beneficial, adverse 

or neutral. Where effects are described as neutral this is where the 
beneficial effects are deemed to balance the adverse effects.

A.18 For some developments (e.g. Wind energy developments) it is 
recognised that some people consider the development to be 

unattractive but others enjoy the sight of it. A landscape and visual 
assessment for these developments therefore assumes that all 
identified landscape and visual effects are ‘adverse’ unless stated 
otherwise. This allows decision makers to assess a worst-case 
scenario.

DURATION OF EFFECT
A.19 For the purposes of this assessment, the temporal nature of each 

effect is described as follows:

• Long-term – over 5 years

• Medium Term – between 1 and 5 years

• Short Term – under 1 year

REVERSIBILITY OF EFFECT
A.20 The LVIA also describes the reversibility of each identified effect using 

the following terms:

• Permanent – effect is nonreversible

• Non permanent – effect is reversible

LEVEL OF EFFECT
A.21 The purpose of an LVIA when produced outside of the context of an 

EIA is to identify and describe the relative level of effects on landscape 
and visual amenity arising from the proposed development. The 
judgements provided within the assessment may then inform the 
planning balance to be carried out by the determining authority.

A.22 The level (relative significance) of landscape and visual effects is 
determined by combining judgements regarding the sensitivity of the 
landscape or view, magnitude of change, duration of effect and the 
reversibility of the effect. In determining the level of residual effects, 
all mitigation measures are taken into account.

A.23 The relative level of effect is described as major, major/moderate, 
moderate, moderate/minor, minor or minor/no effect. No effect 
may also be recorded as appropriate where the effect is so negligible 
it is not even noteworthy.
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APPENDIX C: VIEWPOINT PHOTOGRAPHS

BRS1526.003  |  BILSDALE TRANSMITTING STATION  

VIEWPOINT 1aCamera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 18/11/21, 10:27

OS grid reference - 455218, 496769

Approx. distance from site - 548m

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Bilsdale West Moor (North of Site)
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Temporary mast ‘Quarry Tower’

Approximate location of Existing 
Compound and Proposed Mast
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BRS1526.003  |  BILSDALE TRANSMITTING STATION  

VIEWPOINT 1bCamera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 18/11/21, 11:53

OS grid reference - 455565, 496195

Approx. distance from site - 255m

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Bilsdale West Moor (East of Site)
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Temporary mast ‘Quarry Tower’
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BRS1526.003  |  BILSDALE TRANSMITTING STATION  

VIEWPOINT 1cCamera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 18/11/21, 11:35

OS grid reference - 455301, 495832

Approx. distance from site - 397m

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Bilsdale West Moor (South of Site)
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BRS1526.003  |  BILSDALE TRANSMITTING STATION  

VIEWPOINT 1dCamera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 18/11/21, 10:57

OS grid reference - 454833, 496198

Approx. distance from site - 480m

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Bilsdale West Moor (West of Site)
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BRS1526.003  |  BILSDALE TRANSMITTING STATION  

VIEWPOINT 2Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph -18/11/21, 14:53

OS grid reference - 455346, 490827

Approx. distance from site - 5.4km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Summit of Easterside Hill
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VIEWPOINT 3Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph -18/11/21, 13:37

OS grid reference - 453567, 488199

Approx. distance from site - 8.2km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

North of Murton Grange
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Hawnby

Approximate location of Proposed 
Mast and Existing Compound Easterside Hill
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VIEWPOINT 4Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph -19/11/21, 13:47

OS grid reference - 451933, 502585

Approx. distance from site - 7.2km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Cairn on Carlton Moor – Cleveland Way
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VIEWPOINT 5Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph -19/11/21, 10:58

OS grid reference - 460712, 497334

Approx. distance from site - 5.5km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Bilsdale East Moor
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Temporary mast ‘Quarry Tower’

Approximate location of Proposed 
Mast and Existing CompoundBilsdale West Moor
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VIEWPOINT 6Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph -19/11/21, 8:58

OS grid reference - 467912, 499657

Approx. distance from site - 13km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

The Lion Inn at Blakey Howe – Esk Valley Walk
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VIEWPOINT 7Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph -19/11/21, 15:50

OS grid reference - 436165, 491866

Approx. distance from site - 19.6km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Boroughbridge Road (A167) South of Northallerton
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VIEWPOINT 8Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph -19/11/21, 8:04

OS grid reference - 453892, 482193

Approx. distance from site - 14.1km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

A170 East of Hambleton
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VIEWPOINT 9Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph -19/11/21, 12:46

OS grid reference - 457253, 503163

Approx. distance from site - 7.2km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

B1257, north-north east of the site
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VIEWPOINT 10Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/11/21, 13:00

OS grid reference - 456059, 500099

Approx. distance from site - 3.9km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

B1257, north-north east of the site
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Approximate location of Proposed 
Mast and Existing Compound
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VIEWPOINT 11Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 18/11/21, 12:37

OS grid reference - 457431, 496024

Approx. distance from site - 2.1km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

B1257, east of the site
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VIEWPOINT 12Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 18/11/21, 13:07

OS grid reference - 456422, 489198

Approx. distance from site - 7.1km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Vantage Point Close to B1257, south of the site

©
 C

ro
w

n 
co

py
ri

gh
t, 

A
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

 2
02

1 
em

ap
si

te
 L

ic
en

ce
 n

um
be

r 
01

00
03

16
73

Approximate location of Proposed 
Mast and Existing Compound

Bilsdale West Moor
Bilsdale East Moor



APPENDIX C: VIEWPOINT PHOTOGRAPHS

BRS1526.003  |  BILSDALE TRANSMITTING STATION  

VIEWPOINT 13Camera make & model - Canon EOS5D

Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM

Date & time of photograph - 19/11/21, 15:07

OS grid reference - 451182, 494788

Approx. distance from site - 4.4km

Projection - Cylindrical

Sheet Size  - A1

Visualisation Type - Type 1

Horizontal Field of View  - 90˚
Height of camera AGL  - 1.5m

Page size / Image size (mm) - 841 x 297 / 820 x 260

Unnamed Road, west of Snilesworth, south west of the site
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VIEWPOINT 9
B1257, north -north east of the site

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D Mark III
Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM
Date of photograph - 24.09.2021
OS grid reference - E 457249, N 503164

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 250m
Distance from site - 7.2km
Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3
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VIEWPOINT 10
B1257, north- north east of the site

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D Mark III
Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM
Date of photograph - 24.09.2021
OS grid reference - E 456074, N 500101

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 250m
Distance from site - 3.9km
Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3
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VIEWPOINT 11
B1257, east of the site

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D Mark III
Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM
Date of photograph - 24.09.2021
OS grid reference - E 457430, N 496018

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 145m
Distance from site - 2km
Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3
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VIEWPOINT 12
Viewpoint on the B1257, south of the site

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D Mark III
Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM
Date of photograph - 24.09.2021
OS grid reference - E 456357, N 488966

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 244m
Distance from site - 7.3km
Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3
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VIEWPOINT 13
Unnamed road, west of Snilesworth, south west of the site

Camera make & model - Canon EOS 5D Mark III
Lens make & focal length - Canon EF 50mm, f/1.4 USM
Date of photograph - 24.09.2021
OS grid reference - E 450906, N 495159

Viewpoint height (AOD) - 262m
Distance from site - 4.5km
Enlargement / Sheet Size  - 100% @ A3
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