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INTRODUCTION 
 
S.J. & J.E. Welford are a local family who have farmed in Egton Grange for many years and 
currently the further generation Peter Welford is also farming at Butter Park Swang Farm. 
 
Butter Park is located approximately 500 metres to the South of a hamlet known as The 
Delves on Smiths Lane, located approximately 2 miles South West of Egton Bridge.  
 
Butter Park consists of approximately 220 hectares of land with 160 cows and young stock on 
156 hectares of manure spreadable land. Consisting of 150 dairy cows on a sand-based slurry 
system and the rest on straw. 
 
The family are making every effort to maintain Dairy Farming in the Esk Valley during these 
very difficult times which also adds a varied scene to the local landscape. But to continue 
farming in this way there is a need for an additional slurry store which will be a critical factor 
in order to ensure their future. 
 
 
EXISTING ARRANGEMENT 
 
At Butter Park there are 160 dairy cows and no sheep housed on a slurry-based system. 150 
cows are house4 in cubicles on a sand bedding and slurry system. The remaining livestock are 
bedded on straw which is predominantly produced on the farm.  The milking cows are fed 
outdoors in troughs and the concrete area has been factored into the slurry storage system. 
 
The existing slurry stores are shown on the Block Plan with approximate dimensions and the 
new feed area has been added to the South and East of the main farm building. 
 
 
PROPOSED ARRANGEMENT 
 
This application seeks consent for a slurry store to the East of the existing buildings.  This 
will be  screened by the existing farm buildings from the North and West. 
 
The slurry store will be 45 metres long x 40 metres wide and 4 metres deep which includes a 
free board depth of 0.75 metre giving a working depth of 3.25 metres. 
 
These figures and calculations regarding the cubic capacity required have been prepared by 
Paul Robinson Agriculture Ltd of Cottingham and calculated using AHAB Slurry Wizard and 
a copy is attached to this document.  The proposed slurry store will provide additional storage 
which is needed to comply with Government Regulations requiring at least six months 
storage. 
 
The proposed slurry store will be in addition to the existing storage facility and also provide 
storage for water run-off and wash dilution from the parlour and rainfall on stores and 
concrete feed areas. 
 
Therefore, this is considered to be a highly significant and necessary additional facility.  
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SUSTAINABILITY 
 
The applicants are proposing to make the business more resilient by submitting this 
application which will ensure they can spread the slurry when the nutrients are highest and by 
doing this reduce the amount of nitrogen that is bought. 
  
In addition, this additional storage facility is essential to comply with government regulations 
to provide just over six months slurry storage for current stock numbers. 
 
 
VISUAL APPEARANCE 
 
It is proposed that the slurry store will be “dug-into” the field adjacent to the track and 
building to the South East of the farmyard and adjacent to the two existing slurry stores 
immediately to the North and North West which are at the rear of the main farm buildings.  
The total depth will be approximately 4 metres and constructed using the excavated materials 
to form compacted earth bund walls with a flattened top of approximately 4 metres wide. 
 
The store will then be lined with an impervious rubber liner with welded joints to ensure it 
forms a totally sealed lining to the bottom and sides of the store. 
 
A new collection chamber will be constructed adjacent to the existing farm buildings and a 
600mm diameter pipe to discharge the slurry into the store being laid below the existing farm 
track. 
 
An outfall pipe will be installed to the south end of the store with a valve and access for a 
slurry spreader to connect to this. 
 
The earth banking will be graded to the levels of the existing field and finished with top soil 
and grass seed to the applicants’ specification. 
 
A dark green safety fence and gate will be erected around the perimeter of the earth bund to 
comply with Health and Safety legislation. 
 
Given the rising land on this side of the farmstead, the fact that the proposed store will be cut 
out of the field and built into the cut area, along with a backdrop of existing buildings, means 
this will not stand above the skyline or be a visual intrusion in the landscape. 
 
The structure will be constructed in accordance and compliance with all Environmental 
Agency legislation and landscaping of the site would be considered by the applicants in 
discussion with NYMNPA Officers. 
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POLICIES 
 
This proposal is an essential improvement for the farm and its future livelihood and is 
considered to comply with the following policies: 
 

Strategic Policy A Achieving National Park Purposes and Sustainable 
Development    

 
 Strategic Policy K  The Rural Economy 
 Policy BL 5   Agricultural Development 
 

Item 2 There is a functional need for the development to sustain 
the existing primary agricultural activity and the scale of 
the development is commensurate with that need. 

 
Item 5 The site is related physically and functionally to the 

existing buildings associated with the business (unless 
there is an exceptional agricultural need for a more 
isolated location). 

 
Item 7 In the absence of existing screening a landscaping 

scheme will be provided which is appropriate to the 
character of the locality and retains existing and/or 
introduces new planting to reduce the visual impact of 
the proposal on the wider landscape and encourage 
biodiversity. 

 
Note: The authority will support development proposals that will enable farm businesses to 
comply with changing legislation and associated guidance. 
 
This is also considered to be an Agri-Environment Scheme whereby Natural England’s 
Environmental Stewardship Scheme and the North York Moors Farm Scheme seek to 
encourage farmers to manage their land in a way which delivers environmental benefits. 
 
 
 
Therefore, for these reasons it is requested that this application be considered for approval. 
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