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2.

No exlsting trees and vegetation to be retained shall be aut down, uprooted or destroyed, nor shall

rqwnnmmmmuummmhmum
same place and that tree shall be of such size and species, and shall be planted at such timie, as may
be spaciad In writing by the LPA.

3.

Plant materiel shall conform to the Natfonal Plant Specification. All plant stock shall originate from
‘within the UK and be obiained from the nearest provenance seed source. Planting operatfons shall be
In accordance with BS 4428-1989.

All tree, shrub and hedige planting shall be carried out In accordance with the approved specification
anct in accordance with BS3936 (parts 1, 1992, Nursery Stock, Specification for trees and shnibs, and
4, 1984, Specificalion for forest trees);

Topsoll depths

Al understorey/sheub planting shall have a minknun depth of 300mm topsoll over 150mm broken up
ground with all stones over S0mim removedl. Tranaplents and shrubs shalt be plented it pits 150mm
wider and deeper than roct spread, backilled with topsoll mboed with peat free compost and slow
rejease fortiioer.

The hedge trench shall be 750mm wide with a minliman depth of 300mm topsoll over 150mm broken
up ground with alf stones over 50mm removed. The trench shall be backilied with excavated topsoll
mioed With past free compost afid siow release fertilser as set out above.

Planting densities and layout

Sheubs shall be planted Ih groups of 3, 5 and 7 of the same species, with the first line of plnting
0.A5m from adjacent fencing.

Al planting areas shall be seeded with wikifiower meadow seeding.

Planting setting out

The following nestrictions apply adjacent to servicess-

Gas pipes: Do NOT plant trees or shrubs within 10m

Water pipelines: Do NOT plant trees within 5m

Eleciricity cables: Do NOT piant trees within 2m and shiubs Lm.

Overhead transmission nes: Do NOT plant trees within 10m of ine and trees/shrubs within Sm of a
pyion.

Phasing of Plarrting
Al planting shall be carded out during the recommended planting season {Oct-Mar). Any planting not
carried out within this season shall be container grown stock.

1.

4.

Pruning generally

All dead, damaged or diseased tree branches shall be removed and arlsings removed from sie.
Shrubs shall be pruned in the appropriate season to maintaln health and vigour and to prevent
encroachment on roads / car parking aneas etc.

All areas of planting and grass shall be maintained, to indude:z-

Watering
* Weed control (herbicide application or hand weeding).
- Litter picking
= Appiication of an appropriate fertiliser In spring In Years 1, 2 and 3
= Topping up of mukch

Hedge
The hedge shall be pruned each year to promote bushy growth. This shall actiieve a formal hedge
maintzined at a maximum height of 2m.

Bunds
These shall be mown bl-annually to supress weed growth. An appropriate fertiiser shall be appiied to
the grass In speing of Year 2.

General

Existing and new tree planting shall be inspected annually by an approved arboriculturist and tree
works cared out as necessary io essure the continued health and safety of the trees.

Regular weed control and Iter picking operations will be required.
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Application for Planning Permission.
Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Publication of planning applications on council websites
Please note that with the exception of applicant contact detalls and Certificates of Ownership, the information provided on this
application form and in supporting documents may be published on the council's website,

_ If you have provided any other information as part of your application which falls within the definition of personal data under the
Data Protection Act which you do not wish to be published on the council's website, piease contact the council's planning
department.

Please complete using block capitals and black ink.
It is important that you read the accompanying guidance notes as incorrect completion will delay the processing of your application.

1. Applicant Name and Address 2. Agent Name and Address
Title: First name: Title: Mr First name: | Paul
Last name: Last name: | Foster
Cormibant | Viking UK Gas Limited Compan, Barton willmore
v Howse Howe
:l :r:s: ﬂ:;s; Elizabeth House
Address 1: |Knapton Generating Station || Address 1: 1 High Street
Address 2: | East Knapton Address 2; | Chesterton
Address 3: ' Address 3:
Town: Malton Town: Cambridge
County: | North Yorkshire County:
Coimtry: Country:
Postcode: | YO17 8JF Postcode: |CB4 IWB
\. PAN ‘ J

3. Description of Proposed Works

Please describe the proposed works:
Remodelling of Existing Exploratory Gas Well Site and Retention of Gas Well Site for a period of three years

NYMNPA
~¢ SEP 2008

Has building or works already been carried out or use of land already started? |:| Yes E] No

If Yes, please state the date when building

works or use were started (DD/MM/YYYY): {(date must be pre-application submission)
Have the works been completed or change of use already occurred? L__] Yes E] No

If Yes, please state when the works were ' ) '
kcompleted or use occurred (DD/MM/YYYY): {date must be pre-application submission)

$Date: 2007/05/11 09:53:50 § SRevision: 1.16 5




4, Site Address Details
Please provide the full postal address of the application site.

Unit: House House
nit number: suffix:
House y

Howe [ NYM, 7088 / G675/ F|
Address 1: | Ebberston Moor 1 Well Head

Address 2: Ebberston Common Lane

Address 3: | Snainton

Town: Scarborough

County: North Yorkshire

Postcode

{optional):

Description of location or a grid reference.
{must be completed if postcode is not known):

SE 490085 489426

Easting: Northing:

5. Pre-application Advice

Has assistance or prior advice been sought from the local
authority about this application? Yes D No

if Yes, please complete the following information about the advice
you were given, (This will help the authotity to deal with this
application more efficiently).

Please tick if the full contact details are not
known, and then complete as much as possible:

[

Officer name:
VAL DILCOCK & DAVE PARRISH

Reference:

Date (DD/MM/YYYY):

{must be pre-application submission) 02/06/2008

Details of pre-application advice received?

Description:

MEETING ON SITE WITH OFFICERS & LANDSCAPE
PLANNER TO DISCUSS REMCDELLING AND LANDSCAPE
PROPOSALS.,

\, 7

6. Pedestrian and Vehicle Access, Roads and Rights of Way

Is a new or altered vehicle access proposed n
to or from the public highway? Yes No Unknow
[Yes EINe [

Is a new or altered pedestrian
access proposed to or from
the public highway?

|___| Yes No D Unknown

Are there any new public rcads to be

provided within the site? [] Yes No [:I Unknown
Are there any new public

rights of way to be provided

within or adjacent to the site? D Yes E No D Unknown

Do the proposais require any diversions
xti
fextinguishments and/or [JYes K]No [] Unknow
n

creation of rights of way?

If you answered Yes to any of the above questions, please show
details on your plans/drawings and state the reference of the plan
{s}/drawings{(s)

7. Waste Storage and Collection
Do the plans incorporate areas to store  N/A
and aid the collection of waste? Yes No . Unknow
Oves (e Y

If Yes, please provide details:

Have arrangements been made
for the separate storage and
collection of recyclable waste?

I:I Yes D No D Unknow
n

If Yes, please provide details:

\ s\ J
8. Neighbour and Community Consultation 9, Council Employee { Member
. Is the applicant or agent related to
Have you consulted your neighboutrs or any member of staff or elected
the locai community about the proposal? |:] Yes No member of the Council? D Yes [] No
If Yes please provide detaits: If Yes, please provide details: S
CUTIVINEA
~Z SEP 2008
AN —

$Date; 2007/05/11 0953:50 § SRe




10. Matéri'alé'

If applicable, please state what materials are to be used externally, Include type, colour and name for each material:

Existing

{(where applicable) Proposed

Drawing
references if
applicable

Don't
Know

Not
applicable

NYM /(2888 / 0 6 75/ F L

(e.g. fences, walls)

Walls Oy
Roof LI
Windows N
Doors D D
Boundary treatments

Vehicle access and
hard-standing

Lighting |:| D
Others
(please specify) D D

Are you supplying additional information on submitted plan(s)/drawing(s)/design and access statement?

If Yes, please state references for the plan(s)/drawing(s)/design and access statement:

[] Yes []No

Please provide information on the existing and proposed number of on-site parking spaces:

\____———_————_—————J

11. Vehicle Parking

Type of Vehicle Total Total proposed (including Difference
Existing spaces retained) in spaces
Cars 11 11 0
Light goods vehicles/

public carrier vehicles

Motorcycles I QWNPF

Disabllity spaces -7 SEP 2008

Cycle spaces

Other (e.g. Bus)

Other (e.g. Bus}

$Date: 2007/05/11 095350 $ $Revision: 1.16°%




13. Assessment of Flood Risk

12. Foul Sewage

Please state how foul sewage is to be disposed of: Is the site within an area at risk of flooding? (Refer to the
Existing Environment Agency's Flood Map showing flood zones 2 and 3and
I:] Mains sewer ‘ E Cess pit consult Environment Agency standing advice and your local
planning authority requirements for information as necessary.)

] Sn‘.‘pticNtalefluc1 rZ@ﬁ& / @[§ C;Zheﬁ / F L [ Yes P No

| Unk If Yes, you will need to submit a Flood Risk Assessment to consider
D Package treatment plant |:| nknown the risk to the proposed site.

| Are you proposing to Is your proposal within 20 metres ofa
connect to the existing drainage system? [ ] Yes No || watercourse (e.g. river, stream or beck)? []Yes [x] Ne
Will the proposal increase

If Yes, please include the details of the existing system on the ; 2 Yes No Unknow
application drawings and state references for the the flood risk elsewhere? L_—l D n
plan{s)/drawing(s): How will surface water be disposed of? '
drainage

D Sustainable drainage system fx] Existing *

D Soakaway [} Pondflake

[:] Main sewer I___] Unknown
\. 7\ J

14, Biodiversity and Geological Conservation M
Please describe the current use of the site: .

is there a reasonable likelihood of the following being affected
adversely or conserved and enhanced within the application site, or Ebberston Moor 1 Gas Well Site
on land adjacent to or near the application site?

a) Protected and priority species: JI

[] vesionthe development site
Is the slte currently vacant? []Yes No

Yes, on land adjacent to or near the pro osed development .
I:I ) prop P If Yes, please describe the last use of the site:

Na
b) Designated sites, important habitats or other biodiversity
features:
D Yas, on the development site When did this use end (if known)?
DD/MM/YYYY

te wh i
[:[ Yes, on land adjacent to or near the proposed development (date where known may be approximate}

Does the proposal Involve any of the following:

No
] Land which Is known to be contaminated? [ ] Yes No
¢) Features of geological conservation importance: Land where contamination is

suspected for all or part of the site? [] Yes No

D Yes, on the development site
A proposed use that would

‘. be particularly vulnerable
D Yes, on Iand adjacent to or near the proposed development ||, he presence of contamination? D Yes |Z| No

‘ No - If you have answered Yes to any of the above, you wili need to
L submit an appropriate contamination assessment.
AN —
16. Trees and Hedges 17. Trade Effluent
Are there trees or hedges on the ' Does the proposal involve the need to
proposed development site? Yes  []No ||dispose of trade effluents or waste? [] Yes [x]No

And/or: Are there trees or hedges on land adjacent to the I Yes, please describe the nature, volume and means of disposal

proposed development site that could influence the of trade effluents or waste
development or might be important as part
p ght be Important aspart = ves ] No

| of the local landscape character?
: NYMNPA

If Yes to either or both of the above, you will need to provide a full
Tree Survey, with accompanying plan before your application can .
be determined. Your Local Planning Authority should make clear ~Z SEP ZUOﬂ
on its website what the survey should contain, in accordance with
the current 'BS5837: Trees in relation to construction -

| Recommendations'. L

Jate: 1 F 11,16 %




18. Residential Units (Including Conversion)

Does your proposal include
If Yes please complete detai

the gain,

loss or change of use of residential units?

Is of the changes in the tables below:

[:l Yes

ENOI

oS < 2O - A = |
;e U (o 1 L
Proposed Housing Existing Housing
Market Not Number of Bedrooms | Total Market Not Number of Bedrooms |Total|
Housing known[ 1 [ 2 | 3 | 4+ |Unknown Housing known{ 1 | 2 | 3 | 4+ |Unknown
Houses ] _"IEvuses [1 1'
|| Flats and maisonettes| ] Flats and maisonettes| ]
Live-work units W] Live-work units [
Cluster flats [] Cluster flats |
Sheltered housing [ ] Sheltered housing [
Bedsit/studios [ II_Bedsit/studios 1 4"
Unknown type ] Unknown type o
Totals (@ +b+c+d+e+figl= Totalsfa+b+c+d+e+f+gl=
Houses [] Houses [
Flats and maisonettes| ] . j Flats and maisonettes| | 4"
Live-work units A Live-work units (]
Cluster flats [ ] Cluster flats [
sheltered housing | ] Sheltered housing [ ]
I[Bedsit/studios n "~ ||I Bedsit/studios M)
Unknown type Unknown type ] )
Totals(a+b+c+d+e+f+g)= -i Jlr Totalsla+b+c+d+e+f+a)=
L Intermedlate ) r?loﬁ = Nul:'rﬂ:}er3 of B::rol?rr:"\; — Tota! intermediate ) rtnqo(:nt.r 5 r\l_|.12r\'|ber3 of BZ:I_roSrr:\k; — Total
Houses [ Houses ]
Flats and maisonettes| ] " Flats and maisonettes|[ ]
Live-work units [ Live-wark units O 4"
rCIuster flats [ g ||| Cluster flats o
Sheltered housing [} Sheltered housing [
Bedsit/studios 1 | Bedsit/studios ]
Unknown type Unknown type a
t Totals(o+b+c+d+e+f+g)= Totals (a+b+c+d+e+f+g)=
Houses ] - Houses ] | - Tz A |
Flats and maisonettes| ] ‘I Flats and maisonettes[ ] it i
Live-work units [] : lrLive-work units [1 - ﬂ
Cluster flats | Cluster flats ] ||
Sheltered housing [ Sheltered housing []
Bedsit/studios 1 Bedsitfstuc[ios il "
Unknown type 1 Unknown type J ‘
Totals (a+b+c+d+e+f+g)= Totals{a+b+c+d+e+f+gl=

I Total existing residential units

LA By~ Ml
Y 7

I Total proposed rasidential
NS

Fi W -~ N1
7

Total net gain / loss of residential units

[ ]

J

Sp_ate: 2007/05/11 0953:50 5 $Revision: 1,16 §




19. All Types of Development: Non-residential Floorspace
Does your proposal involve the less, gain or change of use of non-residential loorspace?

|:| Yes

No

If you have answered Yes to the question above please add details in the following table:

NYM

176808 / 0 6

7 BExiftingrardss

Gross internal floorspace

Total gross internal

Net additional gross

Use class/type of use internal to be lost by chgnge of f!oorsppce proposed internal floorspace
~&l floorspace use or demolition (including change of following development
ZO a _(square metres) {square metres) use){square metres) {square metres)
Al Shops O
Net tradable area:  |[]
Financial and
Al professional services O]
A3 Restaurants and cafes |[ ]
Drinking
A4 establishments U
AS Hot food takeaways [[ ]
B1{a) | Office (otherthanA2) ([]
Research and
B1 (b) development D
B1 {c} Light industrial O
B2 General industrial [}
B8 | Storage or distribution [ ]
Hotels and halls of
C1 residence U
C2 | Residential institutions | []
Non-residential
o1 institutions n
D2 | Assembly and leisure |[]
' OTHER Please specify O
' L
Total
in addition, for hotels, residential institutions and hostels, please additionally indicate the loss or gain of rooms
Use 1 Not Existing rooms to be lost by change | Total rooms proposed (induding .
class | Typeofuse applicable of use or demolition ~ changes of use} Net additional rooms
i Hotels
Residential
Q Institutions
Other | Hostels
\ 7
20. Employment
Please complete the following information regarding employees:
Full-time Part-time Total full-time Not known
: equivalent
Existing employees 0 o
Proposed employees 0 0
\ J

21. Hours of Opening

Please state the hours of opening for each non-residential use proposed: NfA

Use

Monday to Friday

Saturday

LB:—:nk Holidays

Sunday d-Nll‘Y.Mi\ PA Not krpwn

—¢ SEP

.

22, Site Area

Please state the site area in hectares (ha) | 1.35

re—
$Date: 2007/05/11 095350 § SRevision: 1165




23. Industrial or Commercial Processes and Machinery

Please describe the activities and processes which would | NO ACTIVITIES OR PROCESSES WILL BE CARRIED OUT ON THE SITE.
be carried out on the site and the end products including
plant, ventilation or air conditioning. Please include the

type of machinery which may be installed on site: NVM‘ ;7808 ; B R 1 R/ F | K

Is the proposal a waste management development? [ ] Yes [x]No
if the answer is Yes, Please complete the following table:

The total capacity of the void in cubic metres,
including engineering surcharge and making no
allowance for cover or restoration matevial (or
tonnes if solid waste or litres if liquid waste}

Please provide the maximum
annual operational throughput of
the following waste streams:

Inert landfilt

Non-hazardous landfill

Hazardous landfill

Energy from waste incineration

Other incineration

Landfill gas generation plant

Pyrolysis/gasification

Metal recyding site

Transfer stations

Materia! recovery/recycling facilities (MRFs)

Household civic amenity sites

Cpen windrow composting

In-vessel compaosting

Anaerobic digestion

[ Any combined mechanical, biological and/
or thermal treatment (MB'

Sewage treatment works

l
T§?

Other treatment

Recycling facilities construction, demolition
and excavation waste

Storage of waste

=< SEP 7008

Other waste management

DDDElEII:IE]DDDDDDDDDDDDDDQ‘F‘,’;MHE

Other developments

Please provide the maximum annual operational throughput of the following waste streams:

Municipal
Construction, demolition and excavation

Commercial and industrial

Hazardous
If this Is a landfill application you wili need to provide further information before your application can be determined. Your waste
planning authority should make clear what information it requires on its website.

24. Hazardous Substances

Does the proposal involve the use or storage of any of ]
the following materials in the quantities stated below? [] Yes No [ ] Notapplicable

If Yes, please provide the amount of each substance that s involved:

Acrylonitrile {tonnes) Ethytene oxide (tonnes) Phosgene {tonnes}

Ammonia (tonnes) Hydrogen cyanide {tonnes) Sulphur dioxide (tonnes}

1]
11}

il

Bromine (tonnes) Liquid oxygen (tonnes) Flour (tonnes)
Chlorine (tonnes) Liquid petroleum gas (tonnes} Refined white sugar (tonnes)
Other: i Other: r
| Amount {kilograms): | I Amount (kilograms): | J

$Date: 2007/05/17 05:53:50 § SRevision: 1.16 $




26. Planning Application Requirements  _hcuonint
Please read the following checklist to make sure you have sent all the information in support of your proposal. Failure to submit all

information required will result in your application being deemed invalid. It will not be considered valid until all information required by
the Local Planning Authority has been submitted. ’

The correct fee: m
3 copies of a completed and dated application form: ﬂ
3 copies of a design and access statement: N ’ A O
3 coples of the plan which identifies the land to which
the application relates drawn to an identified i 3 coples of the completed, dated Article 7 &

scale and showing the direction of North: Certificate {Agricultural Holdings):

. . . . 3 copies of the completed, dated
3 copies of other plans and drawings or information {1 Ownership Certificate (A, B, C, or D - as applicable): ﬂ

necessary to describe the subject of the application:

27. Declaration
t/we hereby apply for planning permission/consent as described in this form and the accompanying plans/drawings and additional

information,
Signed - Applicant: Or _s’E‘gned - Agent: Date (DD/MM/YYYY):

l 01/09/2008 {date cannot be
l L pre-application)

_§Date: 2007/05/11 095350 § SRevision: 1163




28. Applicant Contact IETH

Telephone numbers

Country co nal number: number:

N 72888,/ 0 67 5 / F L s exnsion

29, Agent Contact Details

Telephone numbers

Country code:  National number. number:

Country code; Mobile number {cptional}:

Country code:  Fax number (optional):

Ernail address (optional):

Country code:  Mobile number {optional):

Country code:  Fax number {optional);

Email address {optional):

Can the site be seen from a public road, public footpath, bridlewa

i the planning authority needs to make an appointment to carry
out a site visit, whom should they contact? {Please select only one}

If Other has been selected, please provide:
Contact name:

I

—_

y or other public land? Yes No

; Other (if different from the .
[z‘ Agent D Applicant D agent/applicant's details}

Telephone number:

LEmaiI address:

NYMNPA
~ ¢ SEP 2008

$Date; 2007/05/11 0953:50 § $Reviston: 1.163%
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VALIDATION CHECKLIST

PLANNING PERMISSION
Other than Householder Applications

Please complete the attached checklist to indicate what you have included with your
application. All plans should include paper size, key dimensions and scale.

STANDARD REQUIREMENTS:
(1 original and 3 copies to be supplied unless that application is submitted electronically)

Completed application form ves[Xl NA ]

Completed Certificate of Ownership, A, B, C or D as required by YESE NA D
Article 7 of the Town and Country Planning (General Development

Procedure) Order 1995 and by Regulation 6 of the Planning (Listed

Building and Conservation Areas) regulations 1990.

Agricultural Holdings Certificate as required by Article 7 of the Town YESM N/A ]
and Country Planning (General Development Procedure} Order 1995

Location Plan at a scale of 1:2500 or 1:1250 with your application site YESE] N/A O
edged red and any other land in your ownership edged in blue.

Existing and proposed site layout plans ata scale of 1:100, 1:200 or YESM N/A [
1:500

Existing and proposed elevations to a scale of 1:50 or 1:100 YES[] N/A ﬂ
Existing and proposed floor plans to a scale of 1:50 or 1:100 YES[ NIAE[
Existing and proposed roof plans to a scale of 1:50 or 1:100 — if the YES[] NIAm
proposal alters the existing roof

Existing and proposed sections and finished floor levels at a scale of YES[] NIAM
not less than 1:100

Design and Access Statement unless material change of use, YeES[] NIAM
engineering or mining works

Application fee YESM No[]

Please consult our enclosed Schedule of Fees.
Cheques are to be made payable to NYMNPA

Manufacturers specification/leaflet, for proposais incorporating o
plant/machinery (swimming pools/wind turblines)

Please highlight the exact information within the leaflet that relates to YES[] Noﬁ
the development proposal. Please also see the Authority's website for

Planning Advice Note 3 — Renewable Energy

hitp:/fwww. moors.uk.net/uploads/publication/6245 pdf

NYMNPA
~Z SEP 7008
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SOME OR ALL OF THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION MAY ALSO BE REQUIRED:

Biodiversity Survey and Report (Nature Conservation and Ecological YES[] NIAM
Assessment)

Flood Risk Assessments/ Sequential Test (flood zones) YES[] NIAm
Tree Survey/Arboriculture Asso#sment YES[] NA[C]
Environmental Impact Assessment YES[] NIAM
Foul Sewerage/surface water Assessment YES[] N/Am
Structural Survey vesDl Nl
Statement of Agricultural Need vEs[J NAR

NYMNPA

=2 SEP 2008
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REMODELLING AND RETENTION OF
EXISTING EXPLORATORY GAS WELL
SITE FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS

EBBERSTON MOOR 1 WELL SITE
EBBERSTON COMMON LANE
SNAINTON, SCARBOROUGH

NORTH YORKSHIRE

PLANNING STATEMENT

August 2008

NYMNPA
2 SEP 2008
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REMODELLING AND RETENTION OF EXISTING EXPLORATORY GAS WELL
SITE FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS

EBBERSTON MOOR 1 WELL SITE
EBBERSTON COMMON LANE, SNAINTON SCARBOROUGH,
NORTH YORKSHIRE
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Introduction

1.0

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

INTRODUCTION

This Planning Statement has been prepared by the Barton Wilimore Parthership on
behalf of Viking UK Gas Limited. The Statement is in support of a full planning
application for the remodelling of the existing exploratory gas well site at Ebberston
Moor 1 Well Site, Ebberston Common Lane, Snainton, and the retention of the well site

for a period of 3 years.
Viking UK Gas Ltd

viking UK Gas Limited is a wholly-owned subsidiary of UK Energy Systems Ltd. Viking
UK Gas Limited has been an operator of the Ryedale Gas Fields (encompassing the
accumulations of Kirby-Misperton, Malton, Marishes and Pickering) in North Yorkshire
since late 2003. The Ryedale Gas Fields were previously owned and operated by a joint
venture of Tullow Oif plc (through Tullow UK Gas Limited) and Edinburgh Oil and Gas
plc, holding 60% and 40% equity, respectively. These fields deliver natural gas to the
Knapton gas plant where it is treated and utilized for power generation in a gas-fired
turbine. The Knapton gas and power generation plant are owned by RGS Energy Ltd
(following an acquisition from Scottish Power plc in 2006) and operational activities are
carried out by Viking UK Gas Limited in the role as contract operator.

Under the provisions of the Petroleum Regulations, the Secretary of State for Trade and
Industry has granted an area designated as Petroleum Exploration and Development

" Licence “Semay A” which allows Viking UK Gas Limited to “search, bore for and get

petroleum” within the boundaries of Semay A (Figure 1). The proposals to which this

planning application relates fall within this licence area.

viking UK Gas Limited holds a 100% interest in the Semay A licence and is the

designated Operator. NYMNPA
-2 StP 2008

Licence History

The Semay A licence is located in the North of the Cleveland Sedimentary Basin, within
the county of North Yorkshire extending northwards into urban Teesside. The wells in
the fields of the licences produce gas from the Permian Zechstein limestones (Kirkham-
Abbey Formation - KAF) and the Carboniferous sandstones (Namurian formation). The
Brotherton formation (Magnesian limestone) is present and gas bearing in most of the

wells but has not proven to be commercially productive.
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Figure 1: Viking UK Gas Limited North Yorkshire Gas Fields Semay A Licence

1.6 Semay A was assigned to Licence Blocks

. ALO06 (Pickering)
. DLOOS (Marishes)
T . PLO77 (Lockton and Wykeham}
. PLO79 (no field) NYMNPA
. e - PLO80a (Malton and Kirby-Misperton) -2 SEP 2008
' . PLO8BObL (no field)
B . PLO81 (Knapton Plant site)

1.7 Home Oil of Canada discovered Lockton, Wykeham and Malton in the period between
1966 and 1971. Lockton was developed in 1971 via a sour gas processing plant sited at
Pickering with sales to the British Gas main line. Reservoir performance deviated from
the anticipated forecasts when the wells began producing water from an early stage.
This factor, in addition to the poor contractual terms of a take or pay contract, lead
Home Oil to abandon the assets after producing only 11.3 billion standard cubic feet
(billion standard cubic fee) of gas. A study of the Lockton Fieid by Viking UK Gas has

- 17068/A5/P1/PG/CMG Page 2 August 2008
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1.8

1.9

1.10

1.11

1,12

1.13

shown that the reservoir is likely to contain additional commercial volumes of

recoverable gas.

The Knapton gas and power generation plant was commissioned by Scottish Power in
1994 with its gas source supplied by the Vale of Pickering discoveries to be developed
by Kelt (the successor to Taylor Woodrow Energy Limited - TWEL).

Malton was further appraised by the three welis drilled in 1976 (Candecca), 1980 and
1985 (TWEL). The field was brought into production in 1995 and to date has produced a
cumulative 8.7 bscf from two wells, Malton 1 and Malton 4 (MN-1 & MN-4). The field
remains in production today from one well, MN-1, with MN-4 currently suspended.

viking considers that there is further development drilling potential within the field,

Gas was discovered at Kirby Misperton in 1985 by TWEL. KM-1 found commercial gas in
the Carboniferous Namurian sandstone, KM-2 subsequently found gas in the KAF. The
third well, KM-3, tested wet (water-bearing) and this well is now used for water and
condensate disposal. KM-1 and KM-2 were brought into production in 1995 (KM-2 was
later sidetracked to form KM-4 by Viking UK Gas). To date approximately 6.7 bscf has
been produced from the Namurian and 3.8 bscf from the KAF. Again, Viking considers

there is further development drilling potential within the field.

Kelt, the successor to TWEL, discovered gas at Marishes in 1988 and Pickering in 1992.
Kelt subsequently developed Malton, Kirby Misperton, Marishes and Pickering to supply

gas to Knapton.

The Marishes field was brought into production in 1995 and to date three wells (M5S-1,
MS-2, MS-3) have developed ~3.2 bscf from the KAF. One well remains in production as

an occasional supply well. Further development potential of the fielNlﬁYMprA/aluatio

by Viking. -2 SEP 2008

=]

o

Tullow and Edinburgh were the successors to Kelt in 1999. uring this period, very littl
exploration, development or workover activities were performed with a resulting impact

on the available daily gas production rate. After succeeding Tullow in 2003, planning
permission was granted to Viking UK Gas in March 2006 for the sinking of an
exploratory borehole on land adjacent to the Gas Valve Compound at Ebberston
Common Lane (ref NYM/2005/0254/FL). The borehole was drilled in 2006 and has been
suspended following testing and evaluation. Viking UK Gas Limited wishes to retain
the Ebberston Moor 1 Well Site for a further three years in order to demonstrate the
commitment of Viking UK Gas to the continued production of gas in the area. Following

17068/A5/P1/PG/CMG Page 3 August 2008
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discussions with the Park Authority, Viking Gas Limited has prepared a detailed
landscape and visual impact assessment, as part of this application, which seeks to
reduce the impact of the existing well site upon the landscape. The proposals include
re-grading the existing landscape bunds to enable them to be grassed and introducing a
hedgerow and structural planting to better screen the Site from Ebberston Common

Lane and the surrounding area.

Summary

1.14 This Planning Statement sets out the details of the proposed retained development and
should be read in conjunction with the accompanying Landscape and Visual Appraisal
Statement and application drawings. The Statement is split into the following sections:

. Section 2 :
. Section 3 :
. Section 4 :
. Section 5 ;
. Section 6 :

. Section 7 :

The Site and Surroundings

Planning History

Description of the Proposed Development
Planning Policy Framework

Appraisal of Proposed Development

Conciusiens

NYMNPA
~2 SEP 2008
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The Site and Surrgundings

2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

2.6

THE SITE AND SURROUNDINGS

Surroundings

The Application Site is located within the Parish of Allerston at the edge of Dalby Forest
on the forestry land approximately 6.5km to the north of Ebberston. Access is directly

off the unmade public highway bordering the site.

Currently, the Application Site is contained within a wedge of established and
regenerating forestry bound by Ebberston Common Lane to the east, Daiby Forest Drive
to the west and an informal logging track to the south (see drawing no
2243/VK/EM1/C/02/A). Forestry planting in this area includes mature Scots Pine to
the northwest, mixed Larch and Spruce to the southwest and pockets of regenerating
broadleaf to the west and south. The Forestry Commission is responsible for the
management of forestry in this area and will also monitor the establishment of

regenerating woodland to ensure its success.

The nearest communities to the site are the small, loosely defined farming community
of Langdale End (4.25km to the north-east) and the more compact forestry community
of Low Dalby (4.75km to the south-west). The latter is an outdoor tourist related
centre situated on the Dalby Forest Drive complete with a Forestry Commission

information centre encouraging active and passive recreational pursuits within the

forest area.

Existing built development in this area is limited and typically restricted to isolated farm
buildings set within pockets of established woodland. An existing active Above Ground
Installatlon (AGI), known as Lockton Compound also extends to the north of the Site.
The nearest residential development is Ebberston Common Farm located approximately
270 metres to the southeast of the Site. This has no direct views into the Site given the

screeninQ provided by intervening forestry planting.

The wider landscape represents an elevated plateau established predominately in
forestry vegetation. The elevation of the Site is 246 metres AOD and appears similar to

much of the surrounding land. NYMNPA

= ¢ SEP 2008

Site Description

The Site presently consists of a modified area of Iandscape associated with existing gas
exploration activity covering a total area of 0.94 hectares. The central area of the Site

17068/A5/P1/PG/CMG Page 5 : August 2008
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The Site and Surroundings

2.7

2.8

includes a rectangular drilling platform covering a total area of approximately 0.44
hectares. This comprises a level drilling platform covered by 300mm of crushed Stone
compacted over a geo-textile membrane and contains a capped well structure and an
additional cellar in its centre. Surrounding this is a 600mm deep drainage ditch which
acts to sever drainage within the Site from the surrounding hydrology. Along the
western and southern boundaries of the Site, two separate bunds have been formed

comprising of sub-soil and top-soil respectively.

To the east of the larger drilling platform extends a smaller elevated platform of
approximately 0.25 hectares, used to accommodate temporary parking and buildings
associated with drilling operations undertaken within the drilling platform area. This is
separated from Ebberston Common Road by a corridor of limited vegetation
approximately 13 metres wide. At present this accommodates some existing semi-
mature Oak, Hawthorn and Ash trees. On the opposite side of the road lies a contained
area of pastoral land use enclosed by the broader periphery of Datby Forest. This area
also contains an existing flare pit associated with gas exploration undertaken on the
Site. The existing fiare pit is proposed to be restored in accordance with the restoration
scheme submitted and approved by the Park Authority as a condition to the original

planning permission (ref NYM/2005/0254/FL).

Access to the Site would continue to remain in the current location at the southeast
corner of the Site. The access has a two metre high wire mesh gate set back
approximately 10 metres form the road margin. Security fencing also encloses the
periphery of the Site including the elevated car-parking area to the east.

NYMNPA
=2 SEP 2008
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Planning History

3.0 PLANNING HISTORY

3.1 An online search of North Yorkshire County Council and Ryedale District Council’s

planning application database reveals the following planning history for the Site:

TABLE 3.1: Planning History of Application Site

NYM/2005/0254/FL " Granted 22 March 2006

3.2 Application reference NYM/2005/0254/FL was submitted on 8 April 2005 on behalf of
viking UK Lid for the drilling of an exploratory borehole at Ebberston Common Lane,
Dalby Forest. The application went to Committee on the 21 March 2006 and was
granted permission on 23 March 2006.

3.3 Consent is now sought to remodel and retain the existing well site for a period of three
years. As part of extending the duration of this consent, a landscape strategy forms
part of the application which seeks to ensure that any existing visual impacts of

development are more effectively reduced.

NYMNPA
=2 SEP 2008
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4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

Planning permission is being sought for an extension to the previous consent
NYM/2005/0254/FL for a period of 3 years to retain the site as a weli site and retain the
site and well head vaive assembly gear for evaluation. Permission is also sought to
enable remodelling of topsoil and sub-soil, additional areas of planting and amendment
of the location of boundary fencing designed to reduce the existing visual impact of the
site from surrounding public vantage points. Drawings 2243/VK/EM1/C/02/A, 17068/P1
and 17068/L2/C inclusive comprise the deposited plans and drawings illustrating the

above proposals.

Presently Viking UK Gas Limited wishes to retain the site as further evaluation of
Kirkham Abbey reservoir is required prior to a decision on re-development of the old
Lockton field. Viking UK Gas acquired an extensive 3D seismic survey over the area in
2007. Interpretation of this data has lead to a revised picture of the sub-surface
reservoir geometry - markedly different from the previous maps of the field generated
from the old 2D seismic. Unfortunately the Ebberston Moor 1 well (EB-1), nor any of the
previous Lockton wells drilled by Home Oil & Taylor Woodrow, penetrate a new
potential field high to the East of the EB-1 location. Therefore a further appraisal well
will be required on the structure as a prerequisite to any final development decision.

Such a new appraisal well may be drilled from a surface location on or near the old
Lockton East 1 site. During testing of the reservoir in a new appraisal well it would be
the intention of Viking UK Gas to run downhole pressure gauges in the EB-1 well. Once
results from this work program are in and evaluated Viking UK gas will be in a position
to make a final decision on their preferred development plans for the area.

Until that time Viking UK Gas wishes to retain the EB-1 site (as further potential rig
based activities may be required on it as part of a future development activity). As part
of the approved restoration scheme accompanying the original planning permission for
the well site, the flare pit will be removed and the site restored. In preparing the

landscape strategy, guidance has been sought from the For&m_c.amm.isaim_ﬁm'-m&-‘
NYMNPA

proposals for planting around the perimeter area.
—2 SEP 2008

It is anticipated that no activities will take place on the site during theftemporary period of 3 years
sought in this application. In the event that Viking UK Gas wishes tdcarryoui-anywokoo the
well site, a separate planning application will be submitted to the Park Authority.
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Planning Policy Framework

5.0 PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK

Introduction

5.1 The ‘saved policies’ of the North Yorkshire Minerals Local Plan (1997) will continue to
form part of the development plan for future mineral development in North Yorkshire,
until the Minerals & Waste Development Plan Framework is approved. The Reglonal
Spatial Strategy for Yorkshire and the Humber (2008) and the North York Moors Local
Pian (2003) also form part of the development plan. Regard is also given to Minerals
Planning Statement 1: Planning and Minerals and Mineral Policy Statement 2:
Controlling and Mitigating the Environmental Effects of Minerals Extraction in England.

National Planning Policy

5.2 Mineral Policy Statement 1 (MPS1), published in November 2006, sets out the overall
policy approach to minerals planning in England. It states in its introductory
paragraph that minerals, including gas, are essential to the nation’s prosperity and
quality of life, not least in helping to create and develop sustainable communities.
Furthermore, minerals development is different from other forms of development
because minerals can only be worked where they naturally occur. MPS1 identifies the
important considerations which should be addressed in Mineral Plans which amongst
other matters include the safeguarding of reserves, supply, the protection of heritage
and countryside and environmental protection. Annex 4 of MPS1 deals with the
Governments Energy Policy and the role of onshore gas developments. The 2003

Energy White Paper seeks;

e  to cut carbon dioxide emissions by 60% by 2050, with real progress by 2020;

. to maintain the reliability of energy supplies; NYMNPA
) to promote competitive markets in the UK and beyond; and ~¢ SEP 2008
. to ensure that every home is adequately and affordably heatef.

5.3 Paragraph 2.2 of Annex 4 states that UK conventional gas production off-shore will
decline significantly over the coming years and that by 2020 the UK is likely to be
importing around three quarters of its primary energy needs. Therefore in the short to

medium term, the aim is to;

. maximise the potential of the UK's conventional gas reserves in an

environmentally acceptable manner;

17068/A5/P1/PG/CMG Page 9 August 2008
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Planning Policy Framework

) encourage the development of clean coal technologies; and
. encourage the capture of methane from coal mines where environmentally
acceptable.

5.4 Paragraph 3.2 notes that conventional gas development broadly consists of three
phases — exploration, appraisal and production. Each phase requires a separate
planning permission and there should be no presumption in favour of consent for
subsequent stages if an earlier stage is permitted. Nor should possible effects of a
later stage not yet applied for constitute grounds for refusal of an earlier stage.

5.5 Paragraph 3.8 states that local authority policies should indicate that, subject to the
effects on the environment being properly addressed and mitigated, and a satisfactory
restoration and aftercare plan prepared, applications for drilling may be favourably
considered. Furthermore, paragraphs 3.11 and 3.12 highlight that drilling should not
be permitted close to sensitive receptors, such as, houses, and early consultation with

the Environment Agency is necessary to avoid the risk of pollution to ground water

aquifers.

5.6 Paragraph 3.9 states where environmental or other conditions might preclude vertical
| drilling, MPAs should discuss with the industry the option of employing directional
drilling. LDD policies should make clear that this approach wili be adopted and that
careful consideration will be given to factors such as:

NYMNPA
. the need for night-time drilling for safety reasons; .
) locating sites to minimise visual intrusion; T¢SEP 2006
. controlling vehicular activity and vehicle routing;
s . controlling the disposal of mud and other drilling residue; and
» controlling noise and light emissions from drilling rigs with particular reference

to night-time operations.

5.7 Mineral Policy Statement 2 (MPS2), published in March 2005, sets out the principles to
be followed in considering the environmental effects of mineral working in order to
encourage sensitive working. Technical annexes to MPS2 on noise and dust reflect the
fact that minerals extraction activity can have a noticeable environmental impact.
Paragraph 17 of the MPS states that applications which are in accordance with the
relevant development plan should be allowed unless material considerations indicate

otherwise. It goes on to advise developers that any potential adverse effects on local

17068/A5/P1/PG/CMG Page 10 August 2008
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communities, environmental damage or loss of amenity must be kept to an acceptable

minimum through the design of the proposals.
Regional Spatial Strategy

5.8 The Yorkshire and the Humber Plan — Regional Spatial Strategy to 2026 was published
in May 2008. Policies contained within the RSS do not relate specifically to gas
exploration but Policy ENV4 ‘Minerals Extraction’ encourages planning authorities to

make provisions for adequate and steady supply of minerals.
“Policy ENV4: Minerals

A) Plans, strategies, investment decisions and
programmes should safeguard mineral deposits in the
region, including aggregates (sand, gravel, limestone and
sandstone), silica sand, coal, clay, brick earth, chalk and
potash, from sterilisation by other types of development
and provide for an adequate and steady supply of

minerals.

B) The region will maximise the use of secondary and

recycled aggregates to reduce dependency on pri y

extraction. ‘ NYMNPA
C) Mineral Planning Authorities should:- -7 SEP 2008
1, maximise the contribution by substitut

secondary materials wherever possible, and facilitate
sites and operations (including those to blend secondary
and primary aggregates, rebrocessing and the transfer of
materials), especially in West Yorkshire,

2, make pravision for the sub regional
apportionments as set out in Table 10.1 and endeavour to
maintain a landbank for all nationally and regionally
significant minerals.

3. seek a progressive reduction in aggregate production
from National Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, noting that there is no strategic justification for
the provision of any new crushed rock sites within theses

areas within the Plan period.

17068/A5/P1/PG/CMG . Page 11 August 2008
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5.9

5.10

5.11

5.12

D) The sub regional aggregate apportionments should be
updated in a review of the Plan, in particular to taking
account of the second phase of the Yorkshire and Humber
Sand and Gravel Study.”

Current Local Planning Policy

Mineral planning within the National Park comes under the jurisdiction of the North York
Moors Nationa! Park. Authority On commencement of the Planning and Compulsory
Purchase Act 2004, all existing adopted local plans and relevant structure plans were
automatically saved for 3 years. As such the North York Moors Local Plan which was

adopted in May 2003 remains the development plan for the area.

Policy M3 refers specifically to the impact of development relating to oil and gas with

regard to reducing the impact on the environment and landscape. It states

M3 OIL AND GAS

Proposals for gas or oil exploration, appraisal and production
will only be permitted where any impact on the landscape or
environment of the National Park, or on the amenity of
residents and visitors, can be moderated to a level acceptable
in a National Park in the context of any overriding need for the

NYMNPA
~ ¢ SEP 72008

development.

Emerging Planning Policy

The North Yorkshire County Council Minerals Core Strategy was submitted to the
Secretary of State for examination in January 2008, The hearing is expected in
November 2008 with adoption expected in 2009. Some weight can therefore be given to
policies contained within the Submission Draft due to the advanced stage of the

document.

The Vale of Pickering is identified in the Core Strategy as being the principal production
area for gas within North Yorkshire and recognises that there may be opportunity to
limit overall impacts and maximise the benefits of the resource through joint working
and careful site selection. Policy CSM8 ‘On-Shore Oil and Gas’ states that proposals for

oil and gas will be permitted where;
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5.13

5.14

5.15

(i) The site is located within the potential oil or gas
resource at the location where it would have least
impact on environmental and amenity, subject to
technical and geological considerations;

(ii) Within the Howardian Hills AONB and the Cleveland
and North Yorkshire Coasts and
Flamborough Headland Heritage Coasts, a very
high standard of design and, where appropriate,
mitigation should be provided;

(iii) It can be demonstrated that the site can be

Heritage

restored to an appropriate standard within a
reasonable timescale;

(iv) In the case of production, it can be demonstrated
that the site selection has had regard to the long
term development of the overall resource within
the gas or oilfield, and;

(v) Any new infrastructure required for the transport
of energy minerals or energy from the site can be

impact on

without unacceptable

developed
environment or amenity.

The proposals outlined within this planning application are in accordance with Policy
CSM8 because the development would utilise the existing location and Infrastructure of
Ebberston Moor 1 Wellsite, therefore minimising the impact of an additional structure on
the environmenta! and landscape. The location is not designated as an AONB or

Heritage Coast and, following cessation of the site, it will be restfﬁed-tﬂ-aﬂ.im&

use and standard, within a reasonabie time scale. NYMNPA
—¢ SEP 2008

Conclusions

The proposed development is in accordance with national and local minerals planning
policy in that it will assist in maximising the potential of the UK's conventional gas

reserves in an environmentally acceptable manner.

There are minimal environmental management issues relating to the retention of
Ebberston 1 Welisite other than landscape and visual impact. Accordingly, the
application is accompanied by a detailed Landscape and Visual Appraisal Statement.
An appropriate restoration project will be implemented following the cessation of the

gas field with aftercare measures applied as appropriate. The extraction will continue

17068/A5/P1/PG/CMG
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through the existing pipe infrastructure and the proposals therefore comply with Policy

R4.

5.16 The proposed development, therefore, is compliant with relevant current and emerging

planning policy.

NYMNPA
=2 SEP 2008
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6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

ENVIRONMENTAL APPRAISAL OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

There will be no activities or processes taking place on the site apart from. the
remodelling of the existing gas well site. However, in order to mitigate the visual impact
and the effect on the local landscape character some additional landscaping work will be

required.
Visual Impact and Effect on Landscape

The Landscape and Visual Appraisal Statement states that the Site contains an existing
gas well where drilling activity is now completed and the well suspended. The site
contains an existing suspended well enclosed by a periphery of drainage ditches,
bunding, car parking and perimeter fencing. This occupies a cleared area of woodland
within Dalby Forest and forms part of the larger North Yorkshire National Park. With the
exception of the wider National Park Designation, the Site is not subject to any

additional landscape designations.

The topography of the Site is influenced by earthworks approved under Planning
Permission NYM/2005/0254/FL. This creates a rectangular platform and adjacent car
parking area contained by bunding to the west and south and enclosed by peripheral

fencing providing gated access off Ebberston Common Road.

A visual appraisal of the Site reveals that visibility into the Site is effectively restricted
to its eastern and southern peripheries including an adjacent section of Ebberston
Common Road. The main visual indicators of development include peripheral fencing,
exposed soil bunds and levelled areas accommodating the existing drilling platform and
car-parking viewed through gaps in peripheral vegetation along the eastern boundary.

In order to reduce the visual impact of development from identified public areas, a
landscape strategy is proposed to improve the quality of vegetation enclosure,
temporarily revegetate visible areas of bunding and reduce visibility of fencing. Once
established, the visual impact of temporary gas drilling activity, as proposed, will
represent a minimal intrusion to the wider character of Dalby Forest to the extent that it

will be appropriately absorbed on this Site.

The restoration of the site and the after-use proposed and scope for limiting

the duration of working NYMNPA
- ~Z SEP 2008
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6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

As with the previous application, in the event that the existing well proves commercially
unviable, gas exploration on the Site would be abandoned and the Site would be
reinstated to its original state. This process is proposed to remain consistent with
conditions imposed under Planning Permission NYM/2005/0254/FL.

Reinstatement work will include removing the existing access, hardcore and fencing into
the Site and re-grading stored sub-soil and topsoil to replicate the pre-existing levels.
This would then be scarified and returned to forestry in accordance with the Forestry
Commission Plan within the next planting season. Much of this area is proposed to
include regenerating broadleaf forest which will be assisted by the proposed planting of

broadleaf species along the Site’s southern boundary.

If, at the end of the three years, the well proves to be commercially unviable, it would
be abandoned by plugging the borehole in accordance with detailed procedures agreed
with BERR. The steel casing would be cut approximately 1.5 m below the surface and
capped with a steel plate. The well cellar and sump-lining would be removed. Any
remaining drilling mud and cutting waste would be removed along with the perimeter

ditch-lining.

The perimeter fence, access, and the hardcore over the well site would be removed, the
land re-graded and deep-scarified In accordance with best forestry practice. Stored
sub-soil and top-soil would be spread over the re-graded ground and the site re-
scarified. The site would be returned to forestry at the first available growing season in
accordance with the Forestry Commission’s pre-determined re-planting programme.

NYMNPA
~Z SEP 2008
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7.0

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

CONCLUSIONS

Govern.ment Policy promotes the principle of exploring for the discovery and recovery of
the nation’s hydrocarbon reserves wherever possible providing environmental issues are
properly taken into account. The proposais, the subject of this planning application,
begin and end at the discovery stage of hydrocarbon development. It is for the industry
to demonstrate that adverse environmental effects have been either removed altogether

or reduced to a leve! acceptable to the local community and relevant statutory bodies

and agencies.

This Supporting Statement, in its appraisal of environmental issues, demonstrates that
those regarding noise, pollution, waste disposal and safety have been removed
altogether whilst those of visual impact, (in view of the short-term nature of the
proposal) and access, traffic and noise (through mitigating measures as previously
described in previous planning application NYM/2005/0254/FL), have been reduced to

an acceptable level.

The applicant trusts that the local community and relevant statutory hodles and
agencies concur with its beliefs to the extent that its proposal can be supported.

The applicant hereby respectfully requests that planning permission be granted.
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INTRODUCTION NYM 72088 ; 0 6 7 57 F L

Barton Willmore Landscape Planning and Design (BWLPD) was commissioned by Viking UK
Gas Limited to undertake a Landscape and Visual Appraisal of a Site containing an existing
gas drilling well within an area of approximately 1.35 hectares of land {hereafter referred to
as ‘the Site”). This occupies part of Dalby Forest to the west of Ebberston Common Lane.

The existing gas drilling Site was given planning permission under Application Number
NYM/2005/0254/FL on 22 March 2006. Consent is now sought to remodel and retain the
existing well site for a period of three years. As part of extending the duration of this consent,
landscape mitigation forms part of the application to ensure that any existing visual impacts of

development are more effectively reduced.

The findings of this landscape assessment identify that the scale and nature of extending the
duration of consent for existing minerals development will be effectively absorbed within this
Site. This entails the enhancement of existing screen planting, temporary re-vegetation of
stockpiled soil and a reduction in the visibility of security fencing. Once established this work
will ensure the existing visual impact of development is minimised when viewed from Emited

public vantage points adjacent the Site.

SITE CONTEXT

The Site is contained within a wedge of established and regenerating forestry bound. by
Ebberston Common Lane to the east, Dalby Forest Drive to the west and an informal logging
track to the south. Forestry‘ planting in this area includes mature Scots Pine to the northwest,
mixed Larch and Spruce to the southwest and pockets of regenerating broadleaf to the west
and south. The Forestry Commission is responsible for the management of forestry in- this
area and will also monitor the establishment of regenerating woodland to ensure its success,

Existing built development in this area is limited and typically restricted to isolated farm
buildings set within pockets of established woodland. An adjacent gas depot extends to the
north of the Site and contains some existing built form enclosed by a periphery of fencing.
This is operated by Northern Gas and does not from part of the Site. The nearest residential
development is Ebberston Common Farm located approximately 270 metres to the southeast
of the Site. This has no direct views into the Site given the screening provided by intervening

forestry planting.

The wider landscape represents an elevated plateau established predominately in forestry
vegetation. The elevation of the Site is 246 metres AOD and appears similar to much of the

surrounding land.

NYMNPA
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National

Planning Policy Statement 7 (PPS7) acknowledges the role of landscape character
assessments in informing Local Planning Authorities on policy and guidance. National
landscape guidance has now moved from concentrating efforts on designating and
protecting those areas of the countryside which are most important for landscape and
wildlife, that is the quality approach, to a character approach as a way of enriching the
quality of the whole countryside whilst accommodating appropriate development, in order to
complement the protection which designations offer.

The Countryside Agency and English Nature (which have now been amalgamated to form
Natural England) have produced a Countryside Character Map of England and the landscape
of which encompasses the Site is described in Volume 1: The North East: Character Area 25
- North Yorkshire Moors and Cleveland Hills. The detailed extracts of this assessment are
included in Appendix I with the key features relevant to this assessment identified below:

* Upland plateau landscape underlain mainly by sandstone and mudstone of
Middle Jurassic age, and in the south, calcareous sandstone and limestone
of Upper Jurassic age, with areas of undulating land arising from deposits

of glacial till, sand and gravel.

. Arable landscape to south and east, but part still on elevated, sweeping
plateaus and hills.

. Sparsely settled, with population concentrated in the dales and around the
fringes.

» Valley landscapes characterised by predominantly pastoral farming with

clear demarcation between the enclosed fields, farms, settiements and the
moorland ridges above. The transition is often marked by bracken fringes.

. Extensive areas of coniferous plantations, especially on the Tabular Hills in
the south-east and Hackness north of Pickering; with remnant areas of
predominantly ancient semi-natural woodland occurring mainly on valley
side slopes, on escarpments and fringing hills.

. Traditional stone walls and hedgerows enclosing fields in the dales and
lower fringing farmland - now often replaced by fences.

Within the ‘Shaping the Future’ section of this assessment, it is acknowledged that most of
the area is designated as a National Park and so many of the issues relating to change in the
landscape are already being considered. In this context, it is noted that development issues
need to be addressed, explicitly identifying those relating to tourism and infrastructure.

NYMNPA
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Local

White Young Green Environmental in association with North York Moors National Park
Authority has produced a Landscape Character Assessment of the area that includes the Site.
This is dated December 2003 and was adopted in September 2004. Within this document, the
Site is contained within the Forest Landscape Character Area and forms part of Dalby Forest
(Area 3C). The detailed extracts of this assessment are included in Appendix II and includes
the following landscape characteristics apparent in the vicinity of the Site:

. A large and diverse area of coniferous and deciduous forest, situated on the
Tabular Hills and overlying Middle and Lower Calcareous Grit from the
Corallian Group.

. Landform is typlcal of the Tabular Hills landscape; a gently graded plateau
towards the north of the forest (at a maximum height of 240m) falls away
towards the Vale of Pickering in the south. The plateau is deeply incised by
river valleys with steep sides and occasional clifflines and by shallow dry
valleys mainly orientated in a north east to south west direction. The forest
extends down the edge of the north facing scarp with its irregular wavelike
form, the top edge of which allows views across Langdale Forest to the
north.

L The extensive forestry includes large area of recently felled and newly
planted areas. The forest contains a diverse range of habitats, including
sizable blocks and linear belts of deciduous woodland are present
particularly within valleys and on steéper slopes. Species present include
farch, Scots pine, birch, cherry, ash, rowan and oak. A small area of upland
heath — Troutsdale Moor — is included to the east of the character area.
Small areas of rough pasture and fen occur. In some areas there is an
abrupt geometric edge to the forest. -

) Some areas of remnant farmtand occur within openings in the forest, Fields
of pasture are divided by both stone walls and fences.

. The public vehicular access to the forest is via Dalby Forest Drive, a toll
road, with numerous car parking, picnic areas and other facilities for
tourists located along its length, or via Ebberston. Tracks through the
woodland, in a loose grid pattern, provide access for forestry vehicles.

. The small hamlet of Low Dalby is the main settlement in the area situated
in a narrow opening in the forest in the valley of Dalby Beck. Other
settiements are limited to very occasional isolated farms within the open

areas.
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York cal Plan (2003

Mineral planning within the National Park cdmes under the jurisdiction of the National Park
Authorlty The North York Moors Local Plan was adopted in May 2003 and sets out the policy

framework for mineral planning in within the North York Moors National Park. This framework

identifies that the landscape impact of mineral extraction has potential to be magnified within
a National Park while acknowledging a national need for gas generated from this area has

been established.

Policy M3 of the Minerals Local Plan relates specifically to the impacts of gas exploration on

the landscape or environment. This states:

“Proposals for gas or oil exploration, appraisal and production will only be
permitted where any impact on the landscape or environment of the National
Park, or on the amenity of residents and visitors, can be moderated to a level
acceptable in a National Park in the context of any overriding need for the

development.”
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SITE APPRAISAL NYM 2008 0875/ FL

The Site presently consists of a modified area of landscape associated with existing gas
exploration activity covering a total area of approximately 0.9 hectares. The central area of
the Site indudes a rectangular drilling platform covering a total area of approximately 0.44
hectares. This forms a level drilling platform covered by 300mm of crushed stone compacted
over a geo-textile membrane and contains a suspended well structure and an additional cellar
in its centre. Surrounding this is a 600mm deep drainage ditch which acts to severe drainage
within the Site from the surrounding hydrology. Along the western and southern boundaries
of the Site, two separate bunds have been formed comprising of sub-soil and top-soil

respectively.

To the east of the larger drilling platform extends a smaller elevated platform of
approximately 0.25 hectares and used to accommodate temporary parking and buildings
associated with drilling operations undertaken within the drilling platform area. This is
separated from Ebberston Commeon Lane by a corridor of limited vegetation approximatefy 13
meters wide. At present this accommodates some existing semi-mature Oak, Hawthorn and
Ash trees. On the opposite side of the road, extends a contained area of pastoral land use
enclosed by the broader periphery of Dalby Forest. This area also contains an existing flare pit
associated with gas exploration undertaken on the Site. The flare pit is proposed to be
restored as part of this application and introduces an additional 1,000m? of additional subsoil

along the western boundary of the Site.

Access to the Site is provided into the southeast corner of the Site. This enters a 2 metre high
wire mesh gate set back approximately 10 metres form the road margin. Security fencing also
encloses the periphery of the Site including the elevated car-parking area to the east.

Three Site Appraisal Photographs have been taken from within the Site in June 2008 and
serve to demonstrate the character of the Site as existing. These are included in Appendix 1.
The location from which these photographs were taken is shown on Figure 1.

Photograph A illustrates the view of the Site taken from its northwest corner looking south.
On the left hand side of this photograph, the Northern Gas site is visible introducing an area
of adjacent built from, fencing and hard standing. To the right of this, fencing and a drainage
ditch enclosing the northern boundary of the Site can be observed extending along the
margins of the drilling platform. Through the centre of the photograph is an area of level
gravel containing the existing gas drilling well, This area is partially contained by existing
vegetation along Ebberston Common Lane, seen to the centre left, and existing sub-seil bund
observed to the right. A periphery of established forestry is aiso evident along the horizon
through the right hand side of the photograph.

NYMNPA
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Photograph B illustrates a view of the Site from the existing elevated top-soil bund in the
southeast corner of the Site looking north. From this area the existing gas drilling platform is
visible on the left hand side of the photograph within an area enclosed by established
woodland. In the centre of the photograph access to the Site is visible against a corridor of
existing vegetation established along the Site’s eastern boundary. On the right hand side of
the photograph Ebberston Common Lane is visible separating the Site from an adjacent area
of pasture enclosed by further Ebberston Common Plantations. The existing Gas Flare pit is

evident in this area within an open grass area.

Photograph C illustrates the view of the Site from the southeast corner of the Site looking
south over the adjacent area of regenerating woodland. On the left hand side of the
photograph, Ebberston Common Lane is visible extending south passed the Site. Beyond this
Ebberston Common Plantation can be observed blocking views between the Site and
Ebberston Common Farm located approximately 270 metres from the Site. Through the
centre of the photograph, regenerating woodland is apparent extending towards Hybrid Larch
and Sitka Spruce plantation planted in 1996. Fencing along the southern boundary of the Site
is evident extending to the right hand side of the photograph.

Summary

An appraisal of the Site reveals that its existing character is influenced by existing gas
exploration activity. This occupies the area to the south of an adjacent gas depot and
predominately appears enclosed by established and regenerating woodland to the west and
south. Access to the Site is provided in the south-east corner of the Site which also accesses a
terraced parking platform between the Site and Ebberston Common Lane. Limited vegetation
has been retained along the eastern margin of the Site and enables activity within the Site to

remain apparent from this adjacent public area.
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL APPRAISAL

A Visual Appraisal of the Site was carried out and consideration was given to its potential
visibility from areas readily accessible to the publiic. While the surrounding land consists of
Forestry Commission Woodiand enabling public access on foot, the impact of development
has focussed on visibility from adjacent roads and tracks given the understanding that these
areas are significantly more likely to attract future public use.

The visual appraisal concludes that the combination of existing topography and extensive
forestry planting is effective in curtailing views from most surrounding publicly accessible
areas. Where vegetation is less established along the eastern and southern boundaries of the
Site, visibility into the Site is more apparent. Such visibility is available from a brief section of
Ebberston Common Lane as it passes adjacent to the Site for a length of approximately 180
metres.

As identified above, much of the vegetation surrbunding the Site comprises designated
forestry blocks in various stages of maturity. Established forestry to the west of the Site
includes mature and semi-mature conifers and is effective in curtailing views in the vicinity of
Dalby Forest Drive. Vegetation enclosing this area of the Site is not anticipated to be felled
until at least 2052 and will outlive any proposed temporary gas drilling activity in this area.
Accordingly this enables the potential visual impact from public vantage points to the west of
the Site to be disregarded.

The area to the south of the Site has recently been felled and is anticipated to accommodate
regenerating native broadleaf species. The establishment of vegetation in this area will be
monitored by the Forestry Commission and may include enrichment planting should
regeneration prove unsuccessful over the next 5-10 years. The existing open character of this
area currently enables partial views towards the southern boundary of the Site including the
southern approach along Ebberston Common Lane. Visibility of the southern boundary of the
Site typically comprises the existing top soil bund with visibility over the drilling platform
restricted to the area in closer proximity to the Site access.

When passing directly adjacent to the Site along Ebberston Common Lane, visual cues of
development in this area typically comprise security fencing, an exposed sub-sofl bund and a
cleared leve! drilling platform visible through limited planting retained along the Site's eastern
boundary.

Two photographs were taken of the Site from Ebberston Common Lane and serve to
represent the nature of visibility from this adjacent public area as presently exists. These
photographs are included in Appendix 1 and demonstrate the view from locations indicated

on Figure 1.
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Site Context Photograph No. 1 illustrates the view into the Site from a point
approximately 20 metres south of the Site entrance. On the left hand side of this photograph,
regenerating broadleaf to the south of the Site is visible extending east of Ebberston Common
Lane. Through the centre of the photograph, fencing endlosing the southern area of the Site
is visible along the southern edge of an area of topsoil extending along the southern
boundary of the Site. To the right of the photograph, Ebberston Common Lane can be seen
separating a more significant area of woodland to the west from a contained area of pasture

to the east.

Site Context Photograph No.2 illustrates a view looking west into the Site from a point
adjacent the Site along Ebberston Common Lane. Ebberston Common Lane is visible to the
left and right hand side of the photograph as it passes adjacent the eastern boundary of the
Site. Through the centre of the Site the existing vegetation enclosing the Site's eastern
boundary can be observed with breaks in this vegetation enabling direct views into the Site.
From this area visibility of the Site includes the levelted drill Site enclosed by both perimeter
fencing and sub-soil bunding and viewed against a backdrop of plantation forestry.

Summary

A visual appraisal of the Site concludes that views from the wider landscape are effectively
curtailed by an enclosure of forestry planting in various states of maturity, In this context
visibility is limited to areas adjacent the Site's eastern boundary inciuding an adjacent section
of Ebberston Common Lane. When approaching the Site along Ebberston Common Lane from
the south, the Site is viewed over an area of regenerating woodland with views over the
drilling platform made possible through sporadic planting retained along the Site's eastern
boundary. A disused gas depot, to the north of the Site is also visible through pockets of
woodland retained in this area. Visibility of existing fencing and exposed soil bunds provide
the most visible indicators of existing development in this area.

NYMNPA
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LANDSCAPE STRATEGY

In order to mitigate identified visual effects, a landscape strategy has been devised and
included as Figure 2: Landscape Strategy. This serves to demonstrate areas of remodetled
topsoit and sub-soil, additional areas of planting and an amended location of fencing designed
to reduce the existing visual impact of the Site from surrounding public vantage points.

In summary the landscape strategy has been designed to achieve the following objectives:

« Enhance existing vegetation enclosing the eastern periphery of the Site;

« Enhance the establishment of broadleaf forestry along the seuthern boundary of the Site;

« Remodel naturalistic bunding that curtails views from the southern entrance to the Site
along Ebberston Common Lane;

« Reinstate bunds with temporary vegetation that reduces their visual impact cbserved
from surrounding pubtic areas; and

« Reduce the impact of fencing observed from Ebberston Common Lane.

The area extending to the west of the Site includes coniferous plantation forestry that
provides an effective screen from public vantage points in this area. The area immediately to
the south of the Site has recently been felled and feft to regenerate in broadleaf species.
Given the screening benefit of re-establishing broadieaf species within open land in these
areas, natural regeneration is proposed to be assisted with the addition of broadleaf species
of local provenance along the southern and western peripheries of the Site.

The eastern boundary of the Site provides a narrow corridor of limited vegetation that enables
views from public vantage points in this area including, in particular, the adjacent section of
Ebberston Common Lane. Views from Ebberston Common Lane typically comprise of views of
peripheral fencing enclosing an open drilling platform. Such visibility is proposed to' be
reduced through relocating the fence beyond a vegetated screen and enhancing the level of
vegetation established along the road margin and along the eastern margin of the platform.
Once established the Site would appear more effectively assimilated within its vegetated
context and significantly less prominent when viewed from the road.

Bunding enclosing the southern and western boundaries of the Site currently contains
exposed soil and represents a visual detractor that contrasts with the texture and colour of
vegetation enclosing the Site. In order to reduce the visual presence of these areas bunding is
proposed to be remodelled to a gentler gradient of 1:3 and established in temporary native
grass species. Once revegetated, bunding will contribute to a reduction in the visual presence
of development and enhance the effective integration between the Site and the wider natural

NYMNPA
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As with the previous application, in the event that the existing well proves commercialty
unviable, gas exploration on the Site would be abandoned and the Site would be reinstated.
This process is proposed to remain consistent with conditions imposed under Planning
Permission NYM/2005/0254/FL.

Reinstatement work will include removing the existing access, hardcore and fencing into the
Site and re-grading stored sub-soil and topsoil to replicate the pre-existing levels. This would
then be scarified and returned to forestry in accordance with the Forestry Commission Plan
within the next planting season. Much of this area is proposed to include regenerating
broadleaf forest which will be assisted by the proposed planting of broadleaf species along

the Site’s southern boundary.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Site contains an existing gas drilling activity comprising a suspended well enclosed by a
periphery of drainage ditches, bunding, car parking and perimeter fencing. This occupies a
cleared area of woodland within Dalby Forest and forms part of the larger North Yorkshire
National Park. With the exception of the wider National Park Designation, the Site is not
subject to any additional landscape designations.

The topography of the Site is influenced by earthworks approved under Planning Permission
NYM/2005/0254/FL. This creates a rectangular platform and adjacent car parking area
contained by bunding to the west and south and enclosed by peripheral fencing providing
gated access off Ebberston Common Lane.

A visual appraisal of the Site reveals that visibility into the Site is effectively restricted to its
eastern and southern peripheries including an adjacent section of Ebberston Common Lane.
The main visual indicators of development include peripheral fendng, exposed soil bunds and
levelled areas accommodating the existing drilling platform and car-parking viewed through

gaps in peripheral vegetation along the eastern boundary.

In order to reduce the visual impact of development from identified public areas, a landscape
strategy is proposed to improve the quality of vegetation enclosure, temporarily revegetate
visible areas of bunding and reduce visibility of fencing. Once established, the visual impact
of temporary gas drilling activity, as proposed, will represent a minimal intrusion to the wider
character of Dalby Forest to the extent that it will be appropriately absorbed on this Site.
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PROTECTION OF EXISTING VEGETATION
1. No existing trees and vegetation & be retained shall be aut down, uprooted or destroyed, nor shal

any retalnad tree be pruned In any manner, be i branches, stems or roots, other than In accordance

with the approved plans and particylars, without the: prior wrikten approval of the LPA
2. IF any rotained tree is cut down, uprooked, destroyed or dies, another tree shall be planted at the

same place and that tree shall be of such sire and spedies, and shall be planted at such time, as may

be specified In wiiting by the LPA.
PLANTING NOIES

3. Plont makerin) shall conform to the Natfona) Plant Specification. All plank stock shall originate from

within the UK and be obtalned from the nearest provenance seed source. Planting operations shall be

n actordance with BS 4426:1909,
4. Al tree, shnib and hedge planting shall be carrled out Tn accordance with the approved specification

and bn acoowdance with BS3936 (parts 1, 1992, Nursery Stock, Spec¥ication for trees and shrube, and

4, 1984, Specification for forest trees);
Topsoll depths

5. ANl understorey/shrub planting shalf have a minimum depth of 300mm topsoll over 150mm broken up

ground with alj stones over 50mm removed. Transplants and shrubs shall be planted In pits 150mm
wider and deeper than root spread, backfiiled with topsoll mixed with peat free compost and slow

6. The hedge trench shall be 750mm wide with a milinum depth of 300min topsoll over 150mm broken
up ground with afl stones over 50mm removed. The trench shall be backiied with excavated topsoll

mived with peat free compost and slow release fertilser as set out above,

Planting densities and layout
7. Shrubs shall be planted I groups of 3, 5 and 7 of the same spedies, with the first ine: of pibnting

0.45m from adfacent fencing.
Al planting areas shalk be seeded with wikdfiower meadow seeding-

Planting setting out
8. The following restrictions apply adjfacent to services-
Gas pipes: Do NOT plant trees or shrubs within 10m
Water plpelines: Do NOT plant trees within 5m
Elecirkty cabes: Do NOT plant trees within 2m and shrubs 1m.

Overhead transmission ines: Do NOT plont trees within 10m of line and trees/shrubs within Sm of a

pylon.

Phasing of Planting
9. Al planting shall be caried out during the recommended planting season (Oct-Mar). Any planting not

carvied out within this season shall be container grown stock.
LANDSCAFE MANAGEMENT

Pruning generally

1. Al dead, domaged or diseased tree branches shall be removed and arksings remaoved from sie-
Shrubs shall be pruned In the appropriste season to maintain health and vigour and o prevent
encroachment on roads / car parking areas eir,
All areas of planting and grass shall be maintained, to Include=-

Wakering

* Weead contral (hesbicide application or hand weeding).

= Liter picking

= Application of an appropriate fertiliser In spring In Years 1, 2 and 3
* Topping up of muich

Hedge
2 The hedge shall be pruned sach year to promabe bushy growth. This shall achieve a formal hedge
majntained at 3 madmum height of 2m.

Bunds

3.  These shall be mown bl-annually to supress waad growth. An appropriate feriiiser shak be applied to

the grass In speing of Year 2.

General

4. Buisting and new tree planting shall be inspectad annually by an approved arboriculturist and tree
works carried out a5 necessasy to ensure the continued health and safety of the trees.

5.  Regular weed control and lter picking operations will be required.
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