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MONUMENT: Round barrow 30m north east of 0ld Mill House
PARISH: STAINTON DALE

DISTRICT: SCARBOROUGH

COUNTY : NORTH YORKSHIRE

NATIONAL MONUMENT NO: 34847
NATIONAI, GRID REFERENCE{S): NZ97610062

DESCRIPTION OF THE MONUMENT

The monument includes a round barrow situated on level ground
approximately 1.5km south west of the coast. It is one of a group of
similar monuments lying on the coastal shelf between the sea and the
predominantly heather covered moorland to the west, The area has been
enclosed and brought into agricultural use however it is known that the
prehistoric period saw intensive use of the land for agricultural and
ritual purposes and some remains of these activities survive today.

The barrow has an earth and stone mound shown on a map in 1928 to measure
approximately 10m in diameter. Although subsequently reduced by
agricultural and horticultural activity remains of the barrow can still be
seen as a low mound 10m in diametexr and 0.5m in height. There are traces
of a slight hollow on the north east flank. This has been identified as
the work of Tissiman who opened the barrow in 1857. The excavation
uncevered three funéerary urns in which some fragments of human boie were

found.
Similar monuments elsewhere in the Moors sometimes have an encirveling
ditch around the mound although this may often be infilled and not visible

as an earthwork. There are no surface remains of a ditch arcund this
mound, although it is expected to survive as a burned feature.

ASSESSMENT OF IMPORTANCE

Bowl barrows, the most numerous form of round barrow, are funerary monuments
dating from the Late Neclithic period to the Late Bronze Age, with most
examples belonging to the period 2400-1500 BC. They were constructed as
earthen or rubble mounds, sometimes ditched, which covered single or multiple
burials. They occur either in igolation or grouped as cemeteries and often
acted as a focus for burials in later periods. Often superficially similar,

although differing widely in size, they exhibit regional variations in form
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and a diversity of burial practices. There are over 10,000 surviving bowl
barrows recorded nationally (many more have already been destroyed}, occurring
across most of lowland Britain. Often occupying prominent locations, they are
a major historic element in the modern landscape and their considerable
variation of form and longevity as a monument type provide important
information on the diversity of beliefs and social organisations amongst early
prehistoric communities. They are particularly representative of their period
and a substantial proportion of surviving exawples are considered worthy of

protection,

Although reduced in size this barrow remains identifiable and significant
archaeological deposits will be preserved. The survival of excavation
records of the round barrow adds to its importance. fxcavation of other
round barrows in the region have shown that they demonstrate a vexy wide
range of burial rites from simple scatters of cremated material to coffin
inhumations and cremations contained in urns, typically dating to the
Bronze Age. A common factor is that barrows were normally used for wore
than one burial and that the primary burial was frequently on or below the
original ground surface, often with secondary burials located within the
body of the mound. Most barrows include a small numbe¥ of grave goods.
These are often small pottery food vessels, but stome, bone, jet and
bronze items have also occasionally been found. Excavation has also shown
that even where no encircling depression is discernible on the modern
ground surface, ditches immediately around the outside of barxrrows
frequently survive as infilled features, containing additional

archaeoclogical deposits.

MAP EXTRACT

The site of the monument is shown on the attached map extract., It includes a 2
metre boundary around the grg@geological features, considered to be essential™™
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SCHEDULING HISTORY

Monument included in the Schedule on 22nd January 1935 as: Y RANID A

COUNTY/NUMBER: Yorkshire 249
NAME: Tumulus 400 yards west of Springfield Farm

Scheduling amended on 1st April 1574 to:
COUNTY/NUMBER: North Yorkshire 2439
NAME: Tumulus 400 yards west of Springfield Farm

The reference of this monument is now:

NATIONAL MONUMENT NUMBER: 34847
NAME: Round barrow 30m north east of 01d Mill House

SCHEDULING REVISED ON 03rd September 2002
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