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Bat Survey: Staintondale Chapel

1. Summary

In 2008 MAB Environment & Ecology Ltd carried out a bat survey of Staintondale Methodist
chapel to accompany a planning application for change of use from a chapel to holiday
accommaodation.

Both the scoping survey and emergence survey did not find any evidence of bats within the
buildings and detected only low levels of bat activity around the site. A precautionary
method statement was provided due to the residual risk that bats may inhabit potentially
suitable habitat at any point in the future.

The site has since been bought by Mr Bird who is applying for planning permission to convert
the building into a holistic centre. This will involve internal works and re-roofing of a small
single storey lean-to to the rear of the building. New windows will be installed but the main
roof of the chapel will not be re-roofed.

A daytime inspection of the site and anabat survey did not reveal any evidence of bats.

Because the roof of the lean -to and wall crevices could be used by solitary bats on occasion
in the future, a precautionary method statement has been included in this report.

Barn swallows are breeding in the lean-to. Works that may disturb them should be avoided
until the young have fledged.

2. Introduction

In 2008 MAB Environment & Ecology Ltd was commissioned to carry out a bat survey of a
Methodist chapel at Staintondale (central grid reference: SE 989 985). The clients were applying
for planning permission for change of use from a chapel to holiday accommodation.

Both the scoping survey and emergence survey did not find any evidence of bats within the
buildings and detected only low levels of bat activity around the site. A precautionary method
statement was provided due to the residual risk that bats may inhabit potentially suitable
habitat at any point in the future.

The site has since been bought by Mr Bird who is applying for planning permission to convert
the building into a holistic centre. This will involve internal works and re-roofing of a small
single storey lean-to to the rear of the building. New windows will be installed but the main
roof of the chapel will not be re-roofed.

Following discussions with Rona Charles Senior Ecologist at North Yorkshire Moors National
Park it was felt some level of re-assessment of the site was required to accompany-the-current—-

8 AN

Y

2 4 Ao PO



Bat Survey: Staintondale Chapel

planning application. Given that the only re-roofing works were to the rear lean-to, it was
decided that the survey effort should be focused on this section of the building and crevices
should also be inspected.

3. Methodology

The site was re-visited by Nicola Gibson, GIEEM and Natural England licensed bat worker on the
15" August 2010. A thorough search for signs of bat use including bats themselves (including
corpses), bat droppings and urine stains, feeding waste, potential entry and exit holes and
associated grease marks, and the sound/smell of bats was conducted. '

An unmanned remote bat detector survey (Anabat ©) was used to monitor the lean-to of the
chapel which is to be re-roofed. The detector was used in a standard unmanned remote
configuration: CF card emptied and configured for a timed recording (not delayed) starting at
20.00 and ending at 23.00. The division ratio was set at 8, sensitivity at 7. Volume and LCDs
were turned down and off. At 19.00 on the 15" August 2010 the unit was placed within the
lean-to on site, with the microphone facing inwards towards the main roof area. All of the roof
area was thereby within approximately 10m of the detector. The unit was removed at 23.00 on
the 15" August 2010.

4, Results

Daytime inspection
The site still has a number of wall crevices, but no evidence of bat use was found within these.
No evidence of bats was found along the eaves of the lean-to.

One active barn swallow nest was found in the lean to and swallows are nesting along the eaves
of the chapel.

Anabat monitoring

No bat activity was detected.
Survey conditions:

Start: 15°C, still, 30% cloud cover
Stop: 13.5°C, still, 40% cloud cover

5. Conclusion

Bats are not using the crevice habitat or roof of the lean-to. The lean-to itself does not offer any
habitat suitable for significant numbers of bats to use. It is understood the chapel roof will not
be interfered with during the conversion.

* NYIMNPA

ial 47

24 ApG P



I\NVAE 4 ¢ - ;i ;
Wit f LU0 /0 6 78 / E

Bat Survey: Staintondale Chapel

There are, therefore, no issues relating to bats which would prevent the development of the
chapel going ahead.

It is possible that hats may use the crevices of the outhuilding for hibernation- a use that would
not be detected by a summer survey and there is always the risk that a bat may be found when
dismantling any tiled roof. As such, a method statement to reduce the potential risk of harm to

individual bats has been included as a precautionary measure only.

Barn swallows are breeding in the lean-to and under the eaves of the chapel roof. Measures to
avoid disturbance are included in the method statement.

6. Method Statement

o The roof tiles of the lean-to will be removed carefully by hand.
e Due to the possibility of bats hibernating in stone crevices;
e Crevices will be inspected prior to re-pointing.

e Re-pointing of wall crevices will be done when bats are active between the
months of May and September inclusive.

o |f bats are found, MAB Environment & Ecology Ltd can be contacted for assistance on
01845 537845/07815 594093.

e The building will be checked for breeding birds’ prior works commencing, if any active
nests are found, works that may disturb the birds will be delayed until the young have
fledged.*

*There is adequate breeding birds’ habitat along the overhanging eaves of the chapel;
therefore, replacement habitat is not required.
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6 MITIGATION & COMPENSATION PERTAINING TO BATS

6.1 Mitigation Measures

o Due to the possibility of bats moving into potential summer roosting habitat, any warks

pertaining to the roofe of the lean-to and the stone building will take place between 1st Oct
2008 to 1st May 2009,

o Due to the possibility of bats hibernating in sione crevices, dismantling of the roof of the
stone outbuilding will be done carefully and by hand, and will be preceded by a thorough
inspection of crevices by the environmental consultant using torches and a flexible endoscope
prior to derolition,

e If bats are found, the demolition procsss must be stopped immediately and either the bat
helpline should be contacied on 01539 620168 or MAB Favironment & Ecology Ltd can be
sontacted for assistance on 01845 537845/07815 594003,

6.2 Compensaiion

The demolition of the stone outbuilding will result in an overall loss of bat habitat. This will be

L sl

compensated for, by the installation of an appropriate bat box. Appropriate designs in this cass are

shown in appendix 3. Cne of these boxes should be placsd on the southern wall of the chapel about
§.25 metres from roof.

6.3  Reauirement for Euronean Protected Species Licence

will have a negligible risk of impast on protected spacies and will not

The seological suivey found o evidence of use of the development site by protected species, therefore,
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APPENDIX 4, Legislation Relating to Bats NYM 72010 0676/ F
All bat species are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA) 1981 (as amended), the
Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 and the Conservation (Natural Habitats &C) Regulations
1994 as amended in 2007.

Under the WCA it is an offence for any person to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bat; to
intentionally disturb any wild bat while it is occupying a structure or place that it uses for shelter or
protection; to intentionally damage, destroy or obstruct access to any place that a wild bat uses for
shelter or protection; to be in possession or control of any live or dead wild bat, or any part of, or
anything derived from a wild bat; or to sell, offer or expose for sale, or possess or transport for the
purpose of sale, any live or dead wild bat, or any pari of, or anything derived from a wild bat.

Under the Hebitats Regulations it is an offence to deliberately disturb znimals of a Furopean protested
epecies (BPS) where the disturbance is likely to significantly affect the ability of any sisnifieant group
of animals of that spacies to survive, breed of rear oy nurture fheir young ot likely to significantly affect
the loeal distribution or abundance of the species. Natural England 2007,
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APPENDIX 5, Legislation Relating fo Breeding Birds i R N
Under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981), a wild bird is defined as any bird of a species that is
resident in or is a visitor to the European Territory of any member state in a wild state,

Game birds however are not included in this definition (except for limited parts of the Act). They are
covered by the Game Acts, which fully protect them during the close season.

All birds, their nests and eggs are protected by law and it is thus an offence, with certain
exceptions (see Exceptions), to;

intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird

intentionally take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird whilst it is in use or being built
intentionally take or destroy the egg of any wild bird

have in one's possession or control any wild bird, dead or alive, or any part of a wild bird, which has
been taken in contravention of the Act or the Protection of Birds Act 1954

have in one's possession or control any egg or part of an egg which has been taken in contravention of
the Act or the Protection of Birds Act 1954

use traps or similar items to kill, injure or take wild birds

have in one's possession or control any bird of a species ocenrring on Schedule 4 of the Act unless
registered, and in most cases ringed, in accordance with the Secretary of State's regulations
(see Schedules)

intentionally or recklessly disturb any wild bird listed on Schedule 1 while it is nest building, or at a
nest containing eggs or young, or disturb the dependent young of such a bird.
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