

















BELL SNOXELL ASSOCIATES LTD

Chartered Surveyor, Architectural & Planning Consultants

Barclays Bank Harnea Davinemada Whidi, Racth Vaddeatlen v(021 IBW
o fNJuly 2013

North York Moors National Park Authority Y, L
The OId Vicarage T \7
Bondgate K j\ J; ;}:‘r;;;‘.} {
Helmsley e /’
York
Y062 S5BP '
For the attention of Mrs Jackie Clarke e

i.clarkc@northyorkmoors.org.uk

Your Ref NYM/2012/0612/FL
Our Ref BGS/PG/E

Dear Mrs Clarke,

Re:- Proposed Log Cabin Development at Aislaby Quarry, Moor Lane,
Aislaby, Whitby
Applicants — Paul & Carolyn Craven t/a Eskdale Stone Limited

I refer to the above and to your correspondence with our Clients’ Agent dated 13%
Match last and to the letter from Aislaby Parish Council dated 25" February 2013. In
both your letter and that from the Parish Council there are a number of references to
matters of planning policy, diversification and management,

Our Clients have been involved with the business of quarrying and stone supplies for
over 20 years and over the past 4 years have seen a significant change in their market
and in the levels of competition that exist.

The result has been a significant fall in the level of stone supply required to the extent
that although for years our Clients had been able to look forward to at least six months
of orders, at the present time that has been reduced significantly to no more than three
weeks. Although Eskdale Stone Supplies were the sole suppliers of sandstone within
the National Park at one time there are now two other suppliers, both working out of
sites in the Whitby area, one of whom extracts their own stone with the other
acquiring if from outside the arca and then selling it from within the National Park.
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This, combined with the economic downturn, the lack of contracts from Local
Authorities and thc continuing escalation of running costs, eg. dicsel and the
increasing cost of insurance, has resulted in a major reduction in profit Ievels to the
point that the business has become unviable.

As the econonic position worsened consultations with the National Park resulted in a
decision to consider the possibility of a holiday lodgc/chalet type development within
land owned by our Clients. An application was submitted and this raised certain
comments both from yourselves and from Aislaby Parish Council.

Throughout the submission of the application there werc two principal documents that
were consulted to provide guidance. Firstly the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF) published in 2012 which strcsses the importance of the Development Plan and
confirms that all decisions should be determined in accordance with the Plan (Section
70 (2) of the Town & Couatry Planning Act 1990 and Section 38 (6) of the Planning
& Compulsory Purchase Act 2004). The start of the decision making is the approved
Local Plan and thc NPPF constitutes guidance on how plans should be drawn up
(Para.13 NPPF March 2012).

Para.14 of the NPPF is the heart of the policy background and confirms a presumption
in favour of sustainable development. It is referred to as a ‘golden thread ruming
through both plan making and decision taking.” It is this important factor that has a
direct relevance to the application by Mr & Mrs Craven. It is considered vital that the
development at Aislaby Quarry is supported so that the proposed diversification, ie.
quarry and holiday lodge use, can provide a sound financial base for this important
local business. Para.15 of the NPPF stresses that the policies in Local Plans should
always follow the approach of a presumption in favour of sustainable development
and all plans should be based upon that presumption and should state clear policies to
guide how the presumption should be applied in local situations. (Para.15 NPPE
refers).

An important part of the NPPF relates to the support that should be given so as to
ensure prosperous rural economies. Para.28 of the NPPF requires that all planning
policies should support economic growth in rural areas so as to ‘create jobs and
prosperity by taking a positive approach to sustainable new development.” To promote
a strong rural economy, local and neighbourhood plans should .... and at this point
there is a large number of types of development which should be supported including
rural tourism and leisure developments ‘that benefit businesses in rural areas,
communities and visitors and which rcspect the character of the countryside. This
should include supporting the provision and expansion of tourist and visitor facilities
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Extract from the Ordnance Survey Outdoor Leisure Map 27, North York Moors - Eastern Area 1:25000
=" New track

Study area, where the new track crosses the earthwork banks







































